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May Mother Mary the Patroness of our congregation pray for us. 
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 Brothers.  (1 Cor 3:10) 
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Issue No. 1 October 2015 



Dear friends 
Shalom to you all. Shalom is a Hebrew word that is understood around 

the world to mean „peace‟. Again, the word is used  both to greet     

people and to bid them farewell. It also connotes completeness, whole-

ness, health, perfectness and fullness. This is why we say „Shalom‟ to 

you our dear friends because this newsletter has come back to stay for 

good. 

 

Shalom Newsletter is published by the Vocation Promotion Team of 

the Brothers of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary     

(FIC) in the Malawi Province. It is published with an intention of keep-

ing constant communication with our aspirants and pass some infor-

mation to all people of good will. In shalom we write different articles 

both from the brothers and the candidates themselves. Anyone who is 

interested to contribute their article in form of reflections, stories and 

jokes are encouraged to forward their articles to the Vocation Promo-

tion Team. We will also be answering some of the questions that  most 

of the youth ask. 

 

In this issue of Shalom we are going to share with you some of the 

events that have taken place in Malawi province and those events that 

are yet to come among others.  

May the Peace and love of the Almighty God be with you.  

SHALOM! SHALOM! SHALOM! 

 

Br S.Finye (for vocation promotion team) 
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PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

We come to you, 

Lord our God, 

To thank you for the gift of life 

For the vocation to brotherhood, 

And for your boundless love for us. 

Father, we ask you, 

To call young people  

To follow the life of your son Jesus, 

And to put themselves in our congregation,  

At the service of the most needy. 

Come, Holy Spirit 

Shape our lives to the Father‟s will,  

Help us to build the Kingdom of God, 

Inspire us to lead an apostolic life 

That will be attractive to those you call. 

Lord Jesus Christ,, we ask this through Mary,  

Your mother and the mother of us all, 

Queen of our congregation  

AMEN. 
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EVENTS IN PICTURES 

Bro Peter Nthulula 
(left), Novice Mac-
joe Mnthemwe 
(third from left) 

and a group of 
young men during 
a session of come 
and see inJuly 
2015 
 

 

After the initiation 

ceremony Brother 

Thomas Edison pose 

for a photograph with 

his Novice Macjoe 

Mnthemwe. 
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Bro Thomas 

Edison 
Novice MacJoe 

Mnthemwe 

 BE GOOD, DO GOOD 
Allow me to start by informing you about the celebrations that are 

coming ahead of us. The Congregation of the Brothers of Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (FIC) shall on 21 November 

2015, Celebrate 175 years anniversary. The congregation started in the 

Netherlands on 21 November 1840. Do Good, Be Good is the theme 

for this celebration.  

In Malawi the jubilee celebration shall take place in Mzedi at the foot-

ball ground of St Patrick‟s Secondary School. This will be a great day 

for Malawi province because the celebration will be combined with the  

jubilee celebrations of three brothers namely Brother Martinus Dariyo 

(the provincial Superior), Brother Pascal Mtuwana and Brother Mark 

Adamah. Brother Martinus shall be celebrating 40 years of brother-

hood while brothers Pascal and Mark will celebrate their silver jubilees 

of religious life. 

During the same function two brothers will also profess their final 

commitment in the congregation of the Brothers of the Immaculate 

Conception. The names of these two brothers are Brother Trustful 

Christopher Mwachande and Br Stanslao Adriano Finye. Brother 

Mwachande comes from Lunzu Parish while Brother Finye is from 

Lilangwe Parish. The main celebrant on this day will be His Grace 

Archbishop Thomas Luke Msusa. 

In Ghana the celebration will be combined with 50 years of the congre-

gation‟s existence in that country while Indonesia will also be celebrat-

ing 75 years of the FIC‟s existence in Indonesia. Presently the Congre-

gation of the Brothers FIC is found in six countries; The Netherlands, 

Indonesia, Chile, Ghana, Malawi and Timor Leste.  

Remember to „‟Be good and do good,‟ it is only from good people that 

good works spring forth.  

By Br Stanslao Finye   
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MACJOE MNTHEMWE ENTERS NOVITIATE 
 
It was a colourful day which 
started with decorations in 
the chapel and the living 
room for the ceremony. This 
was on 8th September 2015, 
the feast of the birth of our 
Mother Blessed Virgin Mary 
the Patroness of our congre-
gation. On this day the FIC 
brothers and the Pre-novices 
witnessed the ceremony of 
entry into Canonical year of 
Novitiate of  Macjoe 
Mnthemwe. 
 
We started decorating the 
living room at around 11:30 
am while Brother Edison 
was decorating and arrang-
ing the Chapel. Brother Fin-

ye our Director assisted us. There after we refreshed and welcomed the 
FIC brothers from all the communities within Malawi province, who 
came to witness the occasion. The headmasters of St Patrick‟s Second-
ary School and St Louis Secondary School plus a seminarian from 
Mzedi Parish also graced the occasion.  
 
The Parish Priest of Mzedi was the main celebrant during the liturgy 
which saw MacJoe becoming a novice. After the homily the entry cer-
emony started by the Provincial Superior interrogating the Novice. 
Then Macjoe was given a Habit (a religious dress particular to a con-
gregation) to put on before the ceremony continued. It was very beauti-
ful to see MacJoe in his Habit. 
 
After the Mass, we had snacks and drinks and then supper followed. 
The cerebration continued, the brothers from other communities started 
leaving until we were left with the parish priest and the seminarian on-
ly.  
 

Husband follows. Indeed they do turn 5 years younger. 

 

A year passes and the daughter returns home to find her mother young 

and beautiful, carrying a baby on her back. The mother proceeds to 

tell her daughter how the potion worked and made her look young. The 

daughter is delighted and asks about her father. "Your father, my child, 

got so jealous that I was young and beautiful. So he took the whole 

bottle and drank it." "So where is he?" "Oh, that's him, I have on my 

back." 

  

 

CAN YOU DO THIS? 

Here is a little puzzle for you. Take three letters that you are 

told to take, then rearrange them in the right order find the 

word. Here we go: 

Take the first letter of  the word chocolate  

The third letter of the word sweet 

Then the second letter of the word biscuits 

 

Arrange the letters and they will give you something remark-

ably cold. 
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Answer = ice 



Light Humour  

A POPULAR MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER  

A popular motivational speaker was entertaining his audience. He 
Said:  "The best years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman 
who wasn't my wife!" The audience was in silence and shock. 
The speaker added:  "And that woman was my mother!" Laughter and 
applause broke up.   
 
A week later, a top manager trained by the motivational speaker tried 
to crack this very effective joke at home. He was a big foggy after a 
drink. He said loudly to his wife who was preparing dinner, “The 
greatest years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman who was 
not my wife!"  The wife went; "ah!" with shock and rage.  Standing 
there for 20 seconds trying to recall the second half of the joke, the 
manager finally blurted out "...and I can't remember who she was!"  
 
Moral of the story: Don’t copy if you can't 

paste! 

 

 

A MAN AND HIS WIFE 

A man and his wife receive a letter from their daughter who went to 

study overseas: My beloved Parents, I miss you so much. I don't know 

when I'm coming home, but it seems not anytime soon. It breaks my 

heart to think that by the time I get back you'll be too old. So enclosed 

you will find a bottle of a potion I have invented. It will make you 

young, so when I return you'll be the same age as I left you. 

 

 NOTE: Please take only one drop" So yes, in the envelope there is a 

bottle of red potion. So the Husband looks at the wife and says: "You 

go first." So the wife opens the bottle and takes a drop, there after the  
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Oh bravo Macjoe! you inspired us very much and we are praying to 
God to lead you and guide us to reach where you have reached.  
 
Bravo!!! 
 
By Francis Thoko Limbulo 
Pre-novice  

 

NEW MEMBERS IN THE FORMATION HOUSE 

Mzedi formation commu-

nity is now grown with 

four new members added 

to the number. On 26th of 

August 2015, four energet-

ic young men joined the 

formation house as resi-

dential aspirants. The 

names of these young men 

are; Francis Limbulo from 

Thyolo district, T/A 

Changata, Kweruza village 

- Molere Parish Cornelius 

Kanjokah-Finye from 

Blantyre district, T/A 

Kuntaja, Golowa  village - 

Lunzu Parish.  Chancy 

Mfune hails From Rumphi 

district T/A Mwahenga, 

Kahonoko Village - St Dennis  Parish, and Moses Mgunda from 

Dowa district, T/A Kabudula, Nambuma Village - Nambuma Parish. 

Meanwhile, as part of the programme at this stage, these young men 

have been attached to different external apostolates.  

Francis Limbulo,  Cornelius Kanjokah - Finye 
Chancy Mfune,  and Moses Mgunda  



Francis Limbulo and Moses Mgunda are teaching at Mzedi Primary 

School, while  Chancy Mfune is working in the tuck shop of St Pat-

ricks, Secondary School and Cornelius Finye Working in the Library 

and book stores of St Patricks‟ Secondary School. 

We pray that our Lord Jesus Christ who has called these  young men to 

the formation house of the Brothers FIC continue to bless and guide 

them in their journey to brotherhood. Congratulations to our young 

men keep the fire burning, you are our hope 

By Br. S. Finye 

 

GOD AS A THIRSTY PERSON 

God is our creator and he 

made us in His own image. 

God comes to us as a thirsty 

person wanting something 

that we can give. But, do we 

give what God wants from 

us? Do we give Him our souls 

just to quench His thirst? 

If it does not seem absurd to 

mention this terrible suffering 

with friction, I cannot but note that thirst is the climax of the most pop-

ular myth in the time, Lord of the Rings. At the end of the long trek of 

Frido and Sam, the final test, as they climbed the mountain to destroy 

the ring, the ultimate challenge was thirst. At the last half Frido sat 

down and said, “I am thirsty, Sam!” and did not speak again. Sam gave 

him a mouthful of water, only one more mouthful remained. He went 

without himself. Now as once more the night of Mordor closed over 

them, through all his thoughts, there came the memory of water; and 

every brook and stream or fount that he had ever seen, under 
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green-willow shades or twinkling in the sun, danced and rippled for his 

torment behind the blindness of his eyes.  

Why is it that thirst for water is so fundamental? May be it is because 

on average our bodies are 65 % water. May be that is why most of the 

times when people are dying, they long for something to drink. It also 

stands for the one who gives us substance and being, the one who 

promises us  eternal life (God). The psalmist also gives us an idea of 

how spiritual thirst needs to be quenched when he writes in Psalm 62, 

“Oh God, you are my God for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. 

My body pines for you, like a dry weary land without water,” 

God makes friendship with us by coming to us as a beggar, asking us 

to give Him what we have. He does not ask us to give things that are 

beyond our ability. God‟s relationship with creation is that of a gift. 

Therefore let us give to God what belongs to God. Remember, it is in 

giving that we receive, let us give our souls to God and He will never 

disappoint us.  

By Francis Limbulo (Pre-Novice) 
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Moses and Francis, r
eady for 

their apostolate  


