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 Jesus is the manifestation of God who is love. His birth 
and presence here among us, cannot be separated from the role of 
the Virgin Mary, who appears as a key fi gure in Jesus’ birth that we 
celebrate on Christmas.
 Mary is a model of faith for us. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church tells us that faith is “the theological virtue by which 
we believe in God and believe all that he has said and revealed to 
us” (CCC 1814). To better understand what this means in practice, 
we can look at the life of Mary, whose acceptance of God’s 
invitation to be the mother of His Son is a great witness for us. By 
examining the dialogue that took place at the Annunciation, we can 
gain deeper insight into what it means to have faith.
The Gospel of Luke says that an angel was sent to Mary. The angel 
appeared to her, saying, "Hail, favoured one! The Lord is with you." 
We are told that Mary “was greatly troubled at what was said and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.”
 When the angel announced to Mary that she would 
conceive Jesus, she responded with a question: "How can this 
be, since I have no relations with a man?" Mary did not respond 
to the angel with blind faith, agreeing to something that she did 
not understand or rashly accepting something that did not make 
sense. Nor did she doubt the angel or distrust his message simply 
because his words were puzzling. Rather, her response was 
a question, humbly acknowledging to the angel that she did not 
entirely understand and asking him to explain.
 Mary sought to understand more so that she could have the 
knowledge to properly consent. She asked how such an incredible 
thing could happen, without doubting that it would take place. This 
response should guide us in our faith. We are not called to blindly 
follow Church teachings without understanding them. Rather, we 
should ask questions, seeking to increase our understanding, while 
still believing as we do so. Of course, we must be careful to ask the 
right sources when we have a question about our faith. Asking for 
explanations from people who are weak in their faith or hostile to 
the Catholic Church may yield confusion or error. We should turn 
to those people in our lives who are faithful and well-formed, those 
who adhere to Church teachings and truly live out their beliefs 
– those who understand their faith and can lead us to a deeper 
understanding as well.

 The angel responded to Mary’s question by explaining, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy, the Son of God.” Mary replied by saying, "Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word.”
 The angel’s response explained the Incarnation, but it did 
not address all of the details surrounding it. Would this happen 
immediately or at some point in the future? What should Mary 
tell Joseph? How could God become man? Surely, Mary had 
unanswered questions. Yet she chose to trust God and accept 
His will. Part of faith is trust. We must realize that we are fi nite 
creatures, and we can never fully understand the plan of God, who 
is infi nite. We can inform ourselves as much as we are able, and 
then trust God, even if we still do not fully understand. God may not 
reveal the fullness of His plans to us, but we can still have faith and 
place our trust in Him.
Mary’s response to the angel, known as her “fi at,” illustrates true 
faith. She invited God’s will to be done, welcoming all the blessings 
and challenges that would accompany it. Her whole-hearted 
acceptance of God’s plan for her life would later be refl ected by 
Christ, as he knelt in the Garden of Gethsemane, praying to his 
Heavenly Father, “not my will but yours be done.” By following in 
the footsteps of Mary, we can grow in faith. We can ask questions 
to deepen our understanding of Church teaching, and we can trust 
God and embrace His will, even when we do not fully understand 
His plan.
 Mary’s fi at at the Annunciation was affi rmed throughout 
her life. At the Presentation in the Temple, Simeon predicted that a 
sword of sorrow would one day pierce her heart. At the Crucifi xion, 
she stood at the foot of the cross, watching her Son suffer and 
die. Mary responded to these moments with faith and trust, just 
as she did at the Annunciation. She embraced God’s will in every 
circumstance of her life, and in doing so, she provided us with an 
example of true faith.
Let us turn to Mary as our model as we strive to grow in our own 
faith.

Bro. Guido Sukarman

MARY, OUR MODEL OF FAITHMARY, OUR MODEL OF FAITH  
(source: Michelle Bauman at http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/)

About FAITH the FIC Constitutions reads: 
Faith is the awesome wonder which surrounds the deepest mystery of our life. Faith is the daring to live with that mystery. Faith is not the 
result of our own achievements and can never be imposed. Faith is borne by God's grace. Believing in God means, in its deepest sense, 
that we dare to surrender unconditionally to him. This surrender is based on unlimited trust and is driven by love, because he loved us 
fi rst. "God is Love". His love sustains us and the whole of creation. His love is the deepest foundation, the deepest mystery of everything 
that exists.
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FROM THE EDITORFROM THE EDITOR
This is the second issue of the Congregational magazine 

of the Brothers FIC. We sincerely thank those  readers 
who supported and  encouraged us and further gave some 
suggestions to improve the quality of the  magazine. We are 
open to your remarks and suggestions and we are committed 
to making this magazine more and more interesting and closser 
to you. We hope that this second issue will be more satisfying to 
all our readers. 
As a precursor to the 175th anniversary of the founding of the FIC 
Congregation, we present to you this magazine with the theme: 
“Keeping Alive the Spirit of Mission”. We would like to recognize 
as well as appreciate the contributions of the fi rst missionaries 
who were  sent from The Netherlands to other countries like 
Indonesia, Ghana, Chile, Malawi, Pakistan, Spain, Sierra Leone, 
etc. We would like to re-emphsize that we still need to promote 
our mission both domestically and internationally. This missionary 
spirit  was borne by the desire to spread the Good News of the 
Kingdom of God through service to humanity. We hope that more 
and more young people will be moved by the spirit to accomplish 
the mission of Jesus by being good and doing good. Essentially, 
we as Brothers FIC desire to keep the spirit of this mission alive 
by promoting our internationality and solidarity among ourselves, 
but also with the people arround us.
In this issue you will read about the spirit of the mission of the 
Congregation, some experiences of the brothers who have done 
their mission in other countries, profi les of brothers who are doing 
their domestic apostolic works, and news from our provinces. 
Here also information on the ongoing  preparation for the 175th 
anniversary our Congregation is provided by The Netherlands 
province. We fully support the theme of the celebration in the 
Dutch Province, “The Story Continues” or in Dutch “Het Verhaal 
Gaat Verder”. The story of our Congregation continues, from The 
Netherlands to Chile, Ghana, Indonesia, Malawi and Timor Leste. 
The Brothers FIC, associate members, co-workers, friends and 
families continue to promote the values of the Congregation 
among numerous people around the world.
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“Pengalaman akan Tuhan adalah landasan 
hidup sebagai religius”. Kapitel Umum FIC 2012 
mengirim pesan yang sangat indah  tentang landasan 
hidup sebagai religius. Dikatakan bahwa alasan 
pokok menjadi religius adalah karena pengalaman 
akan Tuhan. Oleh sebab itu pengalaman demikian 
perlu diperbarui/diperdalami terus-menerus dengan 
sikap kontemplatif. Sikap kontemplatif membuat 
pengalaman-pengalaman hidup  sehari-hari lebih 
bernilai, bahkan dapat menjadi perjumpaan hati ke 
hati dengan Tuhan sendiri. Lebih lanjut dalam pesan 
Kapitel Umum juga ditekankan, bahwa untuk makin 
peka akan kehadiran Tuhan,  perlu menyediakan 
waktu secara teratur untuk berdiam diri/hening dan 
menyepi. Marilah dalam kesempatan ini kita sejenak 
merenungkan kembali nilai keheningan di dalam 
hidup kita sehari-hari.

Tantangan Kita 

Di dunia modern yang penuh hiruk-pikuk seperti 
sekarang ini, keheningan batin menjadi barang mewah 

“Semakin dewasa kehidupan doa, semakin sedikit kata-kata yang dibutuhkan. Lama-kelamaan 
doa akan semakin berupa: hanya tinggal diam dalam kehadiran Allah melalui iman, harapan, 
dan kasih. Kemudian kita akan mengalami Allah yang selalu hadir dalam kehidupan biasa 
sehari-hari, dalam setiap orang, dalam segala sesuatu.

“Semakin dewasa kehidupan doa, semakin sedikit kata-kata yang dibutuhkan. Lama-kelamaan 
doa akan semakin berupa: hanya tinggal diam dalam kehadiran Allah melalui iman, harapan, 
dan kasih. Kemudian kita akan mengalami Allah yang selalu hadir dalam kehidupan biasa 
sehari-hari, dalam setiap orang, dalam segala sesuatu.

Every Ɵ me  I read the history 
of the CongregaƟ on, especially  
the history of the fi rst mission 

to Indonesia in 1920, I am tremendously struck  by 
the  overwhelming  response and availability of the 
brothers’willingness to be sent out  to the “mission land” 
-  very far from their own  home land, in The Netherlands.  
We can imagine,  despite the fact that the situaƟ on of 
“Indonesia” at that Ɵ me was sƟ ll far under-developed, and 
the only available  means of transport was by sea, when the 
then General Superior  gave the opportunity  to the brothers 
to apply for  this mission, as many as 113 brothers  did.  This 
is to me a very clear indicaƟ on that the spirit of mission 
among the brothers has been alive from the beginning of 
the CongregaƟ on. “A valuable tradiƟ on in the CongregaƟ on 
is the willingness to help build a more human world outside 
one’s own naƟ ve country” (ConsƟ tuƟ ons, art. 19).  

Originally our CongregaƟ on was a Dutch CongregaƟ on.  
Since its foundaƟ on in 1840 unƟ l 1920 it was sƟ ll a local 
CongregaƟ on. However because of the demands of the 
Ɵ me it eventually became an internaƟ onal one.  Now the 
brothers are working in fi ve provinces:  The Netherlands 
(since 1840), Indonesia (since 1920), Chile (since 1953), 
Malawi (since 1960), and Ghana (since 1965).  In fact in the 
past the CongregaƟ on was ever present in Belgium, Pakistan, 
United Kingdom, Ireland, Spain, Sierra Leone, and Zambia.   
We are now looking forward to the 175th anniversary of 
the founding of the CongregaƟ on which will be in 2015.  I 
believe that the CongregaƟ on will conƟ nue to grow as an 
internaƟ onal insƟ tuƟ on as long as the spirit of mission is 
kept alive.

Looking ahead at the future of the CongregaƟ on, the 
General Council saw the need of strengthening our spirit of 
mission and sense of solidarity among our brothers.  This 
spirit of mission is geƫ  ng more and more important to be 
developed in the future for the fact that the situaƟ on diff ers 

from one province to the other. There are some provinces 
with more resources while others do not have enough 
in relaƟ on to their needs.  Next to this is the fact that all 
provinces are experiencing a dwindling in the number of 
candidates interested in joining our CongregaƟ on. The Chile 
Province for example is now the least in terms of human 
resources. It has only 10 brothers, comprising two brothers 
of Dutch origin, two of Spanish origin, one Indonesian, and 
fi ve indigenous Chileans.  We started quesƟ oning: “What 
will be the future of this province?”

To prepare the future of Chile Province the General Council 
has invited brothers from diff erent provinces to make an 
orientaƟ on visit to Chile for 3 – 6 months.  AŌ er having made 
this orientaƟ on visit, some brothers will hopefully make 
themselves available to work in Chile for a longer period of 
Ɵ me.  To my surprise 23 brothers applied for this orientaƟ on 
visit program: 16 brothers from Indonesia, 3 brothers from 
Ghana, and 4 brothers from Malawi.  Clearly our spirit 
of mission is sƟ ll alive. Out of these 23 applicants, four 
brothers were appointed to make the visit in 2014. They are 
Bros. Aloysius Porekuu (Ghana), Andrew Makocho (Malawi) 
,   Robertus Koencoro and AgusƟ nus  Suparno  (Indonesia).  
These brothers arrived in Chile on October 1st, 2014. This 
orientaƟ on visit program will conƟ nue in 2015 in order to 
enhance the spirit of mission and sense of solidarity among 
the brothers.  By so doing, it is hoped, the CongregaƟ on 
will make itself available to reach out to the people in need 
-wherever they are. “As brothers we know ourselves to be 
called together and thus sent out to conƟ nue the work of 
Jesus” (ConsƟ tuƟ ons art. 15). We conƟ nue the mission of 
Christ himself who went around doing good. We, Brothers 
FIC, are called to be good and to do good for the people in 
need.  

   Br. MarƟ nus Handoko 

“A valuable tradiƟ on in the CongregaƟ on is the willingness to help build a more human world 
outside one’s own naƟ ve country” (ConsƟ tuƟ ons, art. 19).  

 GENERAL SUPERIORGENERAL SUPERIOR

Keeping Alive the Spirit of MissionKeeping Alive the Spirit of Mission

 2

NEWS FROM VATICANNEWS FROM VATICAN

Jesus calls us to be missionaries, Pope Francis reflectsJesus calls us to be missionaries, Pope Francis reflects
Vatican City, July7, 2014

In his Angelus reflection, Pope Francis reminded those gath-
ered in St. Peter’s Square that all of the faithful are called to 
be missionaries, to spread  the Gospel message.
Reflecting on the day’s Gospel, he observed that “Jesus is not 
an isolated missionary, does not want to fulfill his mission 
alone, but involves his disciples.”
 Not only does he call the 12 apostles, The Holy Father 
noted, but “He calls seventy-two others, and sends them into 
the villages, two by two, to announce that the Kingdom of 
God is near.”
“This is very beautiful! Jesus does not want to act alone. He 
has come to bring to the world the love of God and wants to 
spread that love with a style of communion and fraternity. For 
this reason, he forms immediately a community of disciples, 

which is a missionary community.”
 However, the Pope cautioned, “the purpose is not to socialize, to spend time together – no, the pur-
pose is to proclaim the Kingdom of God, and this is urgent! There is no time to waste in small talk, no need 
to wait for the consent of all – there is need only of going out and proclaiming.”
He pointed to the many missionaries that carry out this work of bringing Christ’s peace, healing and hope 
to remote areas of the world.
  Observing that the 12 apostles represent the bishops, their successors, he reflected that the 72 dis-
ciples sent by Christ represent not only priests and deacons but also “catechists and lay faithful who engage 
in parish missions, those who work with the sick, with the various forms of discomfort and alienation, but 
always as missionaries of the Gospel, with the urgency of the Kingdom that is at hand.”
He added that the missionaries in the Gospel returned full of joy “because they had experienced the power 
of the Name of Christ against evil.” We must remember, however, that we are not the protagonists in mis-
sion work, but our joy is in the Lord and his grace.
 After the Angelus, the Pope offered some thoughts on his new encyclical, “The Light of Faith,” which 
was released recently.
“For the Year of Faith, Pope Benedict XVI had started this Encyclical, which follows on from those on char-
ity and hope,” he remarked. “I picked up this project and I have finished it. I offer it with joy to the whole 
People of God.”
 Pope Francis said that “especially today, we need to go to the essentials of the Christian faith, to 
deepen it, and to measure current issues by it.”
He added that the encyclical “can also be useful to those who are searching for God and for the meaning 
of life.”
 “I put it in the hands of Mary, the perfect icon of faith, that it may bring in the fruits that the Lord 
wants.”
The Pope concluded his remarks by offering a special greeting to the youth of Rome who are preparing to 
travel to Rio de Janeiro for World Youth Day later this month, as well as to other religious groups gathered 
in Rome for meeƟ ngs. 
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  faithful people in the future.
I am also grateful for the experience of changing communities fi ve 
times. Living with fellow brothers from the Netherlands, Spain, 
Indonesia and Chile has been very enriching. Each community 
has its own colour. I also sometimes experience "culture shocks", 
even "confl icts in culture". I can´t understand the following 
customs: It´s not on time, do not keep their promises, is not well 
organized everything, the spirit of "conformism", lack of clean-
organized culture and sense of belonging. In 2005, I went through 
a period of "stress". I wanted to go back to Indonesia. The causes 
were incompatibility in relation to one of the friends in team work, 
situations at work that did not allow me to develop myself as I 
wanted and treatment of a number of brothers in the community.  I 
lived in a prolonged tension. Then the Brother Provincial at that time 
asked me to refl ect on these events, before making a decision. For 
a year, I weighed the pros and cons of my experiences and fi nally 
took the decision to remain in Chile. I was able to see the values 
that are behind the various events with eyes of faith. 
All these experiences helped me to get to know my fellow brothers 
better. I saw these confl icts as part of the process of adaptation. I 
faced and lived them with patience, understanding and wisdom. 
Furthermore, I am increasingly able to appreciate and accept 
others as they are. 
I see my life experiences as those of Abraham. He is an inspiration 
and encouragement to me in carrying out this mission. He was 
a great prophet. He always fought for truth and was obedient to 
God's commands. He experienced the most severe trials in his 
faith when he had to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifi ce. Thanks 
for his fortitude, perseverance, loyalty and obedience; he is often 
referred to as the father of the faithful. God had a specifi c plan for 
him. God made a covenant with him and promised great blessings 
to him and his descendants: 
"Because you have done this, and you did not hesitate to submit 
your only son to Me, and I will bless thee abound and will make 
your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand on the 
seashore, and the seed will occupy enemy cities. By your descent, 
all nations on earth will be blessed, because you listen to my words. 
And I will make you (Abraham) a great nation. I will bless you and 
make your name great among all nations. "(Genesis 22: 16-18). 

Abraham's exemplary life led me to interpret the meaning of 
openness, dialogue, courage, sincerity, persistence, nearness to 
God, and have a deep faith to carry out the will of God. He taught 
me a number of attitudes such as openness, wisdom and maturity 
to face the challenges of contemporary world. 

On October 1, 2014, we received 4 brothers from Malawi, Ghana 
and Indonesia. They are doing an orientation visit in the province 
of Chile. Personally, I expect the number of native Chilean brothers 
to grow. I support the idea of brothers from other provinces visiting 
Chile. Their presence will affect the atmosphere and dynamics of 
our living together. I hope in the end, they will be able and willing 
to respond to God's call to stay longer and strengthen the province 

in the FIC mission. 
The new atmosphere was already felt in the community. Differences 
can be enriching. Limitations in the language and the possibility of 
confl icts will increasingly help in clarifying the roots of our problems. 
I see it as part of the adjustment process. 
I have been the coordinator for the vocations promotion team for 
the past two years and it is a challenging task. I realize also that it is 
not easy for me to promote the FIC life among the youth of this age. 
"What is our life as brothers FIC? Are we attracting them?" These 
are challenging questions for each of us. There are many things 
that affect young people in determining their life choices. 
We are constantly looking for the right ways to introduce FIC to 
different groups of people: children, adolescents and other young 
people. I hope that in the future there will be people willing to 
continue the FIC spiritual values through their vocational activities.
As I conclude this testimony of my experience of living as a 
missionary, I hope that the Chilean province will grow in quality and 
quantity. I realize that there are many things I must do to achieve a 
better quality of life personally as well as professionally. Community 
life and the quality of presence of each member certainly have a 
role to play in realizing the ideals we share.
 
Together with Mary, Our Mother, we pray for support and 
encouragement to continue His mission wherever we are sent.

Bro. Eustachius Robert Eko Wijayanto 

Bro Eko in his office

    SPECIAL COLUMNSPECIAL COLUMN
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The man’s health deteriorated and he seemed to have 
no hope of getting healed. Just when his family was in 
uƩ er desperation, a spiritual practitioner who came from 
a distant land passed by and told them, “If you can fi nd 
a very happy person, take his clothes and let your father 
wear them, then he’ll be cured.”
Upon hearing this, the rich man’s family set off in all 
directions looking for a happy person. However, after 
searching near and far, they could not fi nd a truly happy 
person. The so-called happy people they found weren’t 
perfectly happy in every way so they couldn’t be regarded 
as truly happy people. The family went on searching until 
they finally gave up. Nevertheless, one of the rich man’s 
sons was unable to accept separation from his father, and 
was determined to see his father healed. Thus he left his 
hometown and went to a distant land, with his mind set on 
finding a truly happy person.
One day, the rich man’s son became exhausted by his 
tedious journey. Dusk was falling so he tried to find a 
resting place and came upon a cave where he decided to 
spend the night. As he approached the entrance to the 
cave, he heard a voice saying, “Oh! I’m such a happy man! 
I had such a wonderful day today. I’m happy every day! 
Everything is fine with me. I’m delighted and happy with 
everything! I’m the happiest person in the world! I’m a 
truly happy man!” These words were repeated over and 
over, accompanied by joyful laughter. Finally, the voice 
said, “Oh! I’m sleepy now. I’m going to sleep in happiness. 
Even if I were to die now, I would sƟ ll be very happy!”
The rich man’s son rejoiced to hear this and thought, “I’ve 
found the cure for my father’s illness!” He then quickly 
slipped into the cave, hoping to find the person and take 
his clothes from him. But when he went inside, he found 
that the man was completely naked! He wasn’t wearing 
anything at all! The son stood there stunned, not knowing 
what to do.
Seeing his disappointment and frustration, the happy man 
asked, “What’s wrong?” And the rich man’s son replied, 
“I failed to find something that I’m looking for.” So the 
happy man asked, “What are you looking for?” The rich 
man’s son replied, “My father is critically ill, and a spiritual 
practitioner told us that if we could find a truly happy 
person, we should take off his clothes and let my father 
wear them, then he would be cured. That’s why I’m here 

to take your clothes. I never dreamt that you wouldn’t be 
wearing anything!” The happy man said, “Oh! If I were 
wearing something, I wouldn’t be so happy now!” 
This story is quite relevant to spiritual pracƟ ce, especially 
those preparing to choose their vocation in life. Every 
human being wishes to be happy, but where to fi nd true 
happiness is the challenge. The story doesn’t say that we’ll 
be happy if we don’t have any property; it also doesn’t 
mean that we’ll have worries if we have a lot of wealth. 
Whether we’re happy or unhappy cannot be measured by 
our wealth. It mainly depends on our heart. If we have 
some wealth, but we don’t cling to it and we use it in the 
right way, we will sƟ ll be happy and not have worries. The 
founder of the FIC CongregaƟ on, Fr. Louis RuƩ en was a 
wealthy man because his father had a lot of property. If 
wealth was an ultimate source of happiness, he would 
have stayed at home. Rather he opted for the seminary 
and later became a priest because he believed he would 
be happy as a priest. He rather used the father's property 
to help the poor children of Maastricht, and he lived a 
happy and fulfilled life. He probably would not have been 
happy as a married man. So true happiness is not to be 
derived from wealth. 
In our world today many young people are craving for 
wealth. They wish to have a car, a house, a big business, a 
bank account, etc. In other words, they want to be rich. They 
believe this will make them happy. Not to be rich therefore 
will lead to unhappiness or failure in life, they think. So 
when they hear the vow of poverty they immediately feel 
threatened that they will lose their chance to be wealthy 
and therefore become unhappy. The FIC Brothers (and 
many other religious) live the vow of poverty, and sƟ ll they 
are very happy people. The vow and our common life help 
us to see what we have not as ends in themselves, but 
a means to an end. The vow of poverty helps us to use 
the material things of this world in a responsible way: we 
do not keep it for ourselves, but share with needy people. 
We live simply so that others may simply live. Isn't this a 
beautiful way of living? Dear reader, before you decide on 
your vocation in life, ask yourself, "What am I looking for 
in life: wealth or happiness?" Be aware of the illusion that 
wealth will automatically lead to happiness. 

Bro. Raphael Besigrinee

True Happiness True Happiness 
There was a very rich man who had plenty of property. One day, he suddenly fell seriously ill and couldn’t recover. 
Since he was very rich, his family invited many famous doctors from places around the country to cure him, but none 
succeeded.
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This year the Conference took place in Malawi. On the 
evening of 19 August 2014, Bro. MarƟ n Dariyo, the Provincial 
Superior of Malawi welcomed the other Provincial Superiors 
and members of the GC in the Bethel community chapel 
during a prayer service which had the theme "The Sacrifi ce 
of a Servant Leader". This was the offi  cial beginning of the 
Conference which was to last Ɵ ll 29 August. In his opening 
address, the General Superior outlined the structure of 
the Conference and stressed that the resoluƟ ons adopted 
during the 2012 General Chapter would be the main focus 
of the ConCon.  He also said it was a forum for the General 
Council and Provincial Superiors to evaluate, re-assess and 
eventually adopt policies for  the congregaƟ on.
The ten-day Conference was divided into two parts. The 
fi rst three days were spent refl ecƟ ng on how to improve 
on our leadership funcƟ on while the second part was the 
business meeƟ ng and centered on issues related to the 
resoluƟ ons. During the fi rst part we refl ected and shared 
on topics such as "Servant Leadership", "The Leadership 
Style of Jesus" and "Jesus, the Perfect Leader". As leaders 
of the CongregaƟ on this spiritual exercise was experienced 
as inspiring and saƟ sfactory as it drew the brothers closer 
to the selfl ess leadership of Jesus Christ himself.  
It is common during our CongregaƟ onal Conferences 
to spend the weekends for relaxaƟ on and sight-seeing. 
Therefore all parƟ cipants this Ɵ me had the opportunity 
to relax and enjoy some of the beauƟ ful areas of Malawi. 
We did this by paying a visit to Lake Malawi, the second 
deepest lake in Africa and Liwonde NaƟ onal Park, situated 
150 km from Blantyre. 
Having refreshed our bodies and minds during the weekend, 
we plunged deep into the business part of our meeƟ ng, 
beginning with the provincial reports. All the Provincial 
Superiors gave detailed reports of what is alive in their 
provinces. These reports included how  each province had 
tried to implement the 2012 Chapter resoluƟ ons. As part 
of the reports, they also shared about their apostolate, 
formaƟ on work, their joys and challenges and how they try 
to generate local income. It was clear that the brothers in 
all our provinces are sƟ ll striving to live their consecrated 
lives in community and commiƩ ed to their apostolic work. 
Our provincial leaders are sƟ ll funcƟ oning well especially 
in providing guidance to the brothers in living according to 
our consƟ tuƟ ons. There remain a strong solidarity among 
brothers, peace and harmony in living together. Young 

brothers conƟ nue to develop themselves by off ering to go 
for further academic studies. All these were seen as posiƟ ve 
signs of growth in our provinces. However, many provinces 
lamented that the number of young people interested in the 
congregaƟ on is falling steadily in spite of enormous eff orts 
embarked upon by the brothers to promote vocaƟ ons. We 
all resolved to intensify our eff orts in promoƟ ng vocaƟ ons 
through exemplary ways of living. 
The rest of the days were devoted to diverse topics including 
how we can prevent the abuse of children or minors in our 
insƟ tuƟ ons, especially our schools, the celebraƟ on of the 
175th anniversary of our CongregaƟ on and fi nancial issues. 
It should be emphasized here that the FIC CongregaƟ on 
will be 175 years old in 2015. We therefore spent some 
Ɵ me to discuss how the event should be marked in all our 
provinces. For Ghana, the brothers are already preparing 
to have a double celebraƟ on because the congregaƟ on 
will be marking the 50th anniversary of FIC presence in the 
country. 
ParƟ cularly exciƟ ng was the presentaƟ on on the new FIC 
Website and FIC Magazine. These are two iniƟ aƟ ves taken 
by the General Council as part of eff orts to promote our life 
around the world. A PowerPoint presentaƟ on was made on 
how to use the new website created by the GC. A copy of 
the fi rst issue of the new biannual FIC Magazine was given 
to parƟ cipants. For improvement on the quality of the fi rst 
issue of the magazine a few suggesƟ ons were made.  
Some concrete resoluƟ ons taken during this meeƟ ng 
were adopted. Regarding the promoƟ on of vocaƟ ons, the 
Conference decided that the whole CongregaƟ on is to 
pray for vocaƟ ons on the 21st of every month. The GC is 
preparing some booklets on "prayers for vocaƟ ons" to be 
used by the brothers. This we hope will be a big support to 
our eff orts in promoƟ ng the FIC way of life among young 
people.  
The FIC Conference next year will be a special one called 
General Conference. Such a conference is held every 
three years. We therefore discussed tentaƟ ve dates of the 
General Conference 2015 to be hosted by Ghana. It will be 
held from 2 – 13 November and will immediately precede 
the Golden Jubilee celebraƟ on of the presence of FIC in 
Ghana.
In between these busy days, we remained commiƩ ed 
to our source of unity expressed in our morning prayers 
that began each day and the EucharisƟ c celebraƟ on that 

CongregaƟ onal Conference 2014 - MalawiCongregaƟ onal Conference 2014 - Malawi
Every year, the FIC General Council (GC) organizes a Congrega  onal Conference (ConCon) for the  leaders of the 
Congrega  on. They include the GC members and the  Provincial Superiors of Chile, Ghana, Indonesia, Malawi and The 
Netherlands. 

 GENERAL COUNCILGENERAL COUNCIL

 4

The offi cial language of Chile is Spanish, and its currency is the 
Chilean peso. The population is mestizo, a mixture of European 
and indigenous peoples. The population is about 17 million. 
Chile is a Catholic country (90%), a former colony of Spain and 
has a very strong devotion to our Blessed Mother. Social life in 
general is infl uenced by a combination of European culture (of 
Spain, France, Germany, Italy, Palestine, Croatia) and the United 
States. Chile also has a number of ethnic groups who are still alive 
and thriving. Among them are Mapuche, Aymara, Atacameno, 
Quechua, Rapanui, Kolla, Kawésqar and Yagan. The tribes are 
still experiencing various forms of racial and social discrimination. 
There are many tribes living in poverty and unemployment at a 
higher rate than the average life of "mestizo" Chilean in general. 
Chile is known as one of the countries producing fruits that are of 
high quality such as grapes, apples, nectarines, avocado/avocado 
pear. It is a  football country  and a producer of copper. Los Andes 
mountains with the eternal snow and a variety of beaches (at the 
edge of the Pacifi c Ocean), which stretch from north to south 
making Chile a beautiful country. It is divided into four major 
parts: the northern (mining-wilderness area), middle (agricultural, 
industrial/manufacturing areas), southern (areas of agriculture, 
livestock and fi shing) and Antarctica. The country is also rich in a 
variety of products of "seafood" and a place of tourism. 

Chile is one of the countries in Latin America that is growing 
socially, economically, politically and democratically together 
with the modernization of the American continent. It is growing 
into a mature nation and critical in defi ning the changing times, 
the current participation in social and political situation. On the 
other hand, consumerism, hedonism, drug-alcohol use, free sex 
and secularism have become a "threat" in the country which is 
quite worrying for family life, society, and the nation as a whole. It 
appears that there is the presence of a big gap between the poor 
and rich. These realities moved FIC to educate the young people 
in order to prepare them for a better future. 
Believing in His assistance, I set foot on the Chilean soil on 
mission. Without a support in the ability to speak Spanish, I 
ventured to accept the challenge to start living, studying and 
working in Chile. Time passed rapidly. It is almost 14 years since 
I started this mission. I experienced the usual ups and downs. I 
realized that His love always helps me to continue to persevere 
in carrying out His mission with full responsibility, joy and humility. 
Responsibilities that I previously never dreamed of, imagined or 
asked for, I found myself doing or carrying them out.
My life was coloured with feelings of fear, confusion and anxiety 
during the fi rst few days in the country. I asked: "Can I speak 
Spanish and adapt to the realities of life in this country? What can 
I do to give meaning to my presence among FIC Brothers in the 
Province of Chile?" These questions spurred me on to continue to 
develop myself. I felt more "at home" and thereby inserted myself 
in the new environment. 
The initial step was starting an intensive Spanish course (over two 

and a half months) and seizing the opportunity to attend lectures at 
the Faculty of Sociology at one private university in Santiago. Both 
of these activities helped me to open up to the life of Latin America 
in general and Chile in particular. In addition, I was also following 
the weekend seminars (workshops), organized by the Chilean 
Association of monks/nuns at Santiago to help me recognize the 
socio-political and cultural life of the society. I followed a lot of 
seminars and courses that provided very meaningful experiences 
related to my fi eld of work. Sometimes I got the chance to deepen 
my spiritual life through the spiritual seminars organized at the 
national and international levels for priests and religious. These 
activities helped me to achieve self-realization in the context of 
Chile. 
My participation in some of the activities at the Embassy of 
Indonesia in Santiago also helped me to be aware of “who I 
am” and in maintaining my identity as an Indonesian. I had an 
encounter with my fellow compatriots in an atmosphere of intimacy 
and warmth of brotherhood. Sometimes they invite me to support 
them in the tourism promotion activities of Indonesia. 
In the second year of my stay in Chile, I ventured to engage in 
pastoral work and Guidance and Counselling in Centro Educacional 
Alberto Hurtado Technical School in Santiago. For one and a half 
years, I worked as a volunteer at the school. Once a week I had 
the opportunity to observe teaching and learning activities in 
Centro Especial Educacional Hermano Bernardo (school for the 
handicapped) in Buin. There I  got to know  better the lives of 
children who suffer from "Down Syndrome" and how the teachers 
educate them. In addition, I had the opportunity of observing and 
looking for supporting materials for Guidance and Counselling 
activities at Liceo Santa Cruz (school) in Santiago. 
All the experiences were very enriching.  They opened up my 
horizons to the educational process that takes place in these 
schools. I have been enriched by the books I read because they 
supported me in the Guidance and Counselling lessons in the 
secondary and high schools in particular and in assisting young 
people generally in their growth and development. 
For more than 11 years now I have learned to live and work in 
the fi eld of Guidance and Counselling at the Centro Educacional 
Alberto Hurtado Technical School in Santiago.  The school has 
three specialities: Administration, Electricals and Auto-mechanics. 
I feel very grateful for the experiences of failures and successes, 
joys and sorrows of daily life. In the process of helping  young 
people in their growth and development, I learned to explore the 
values of life in the praxis of daily life. 

Now I continue the service in the same fi eld as before in Centro 
Educacional Luis Rutten Technical School in Talca. The school 
has three specialties, namely: Administration, Auto-mechanics 
and Nursing Assistants. The school is located at 256 km south of 
Santiago, the capital of Chile. More than 80% of our students come 
from families classifi ed as simple and "poor". I was challenged to do 
many things in order to help them attain their holistic development. 
It is expected that they will become responsible, independent and 
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 Bishop Dery contacted the General Council of the 
FIC Brothers in Maastricht and early in 1965 the General 
Superior, Bro. Avellinus Janssens, the late Bro. Stefano 
Meurkens, then Assistant Superior General, and the late 
Bro. OvenƟ us van Dooren who was working in Sierra 
Leone came to Ghana, to Wa. The General Superior and his 
Assistant had just finished their visitaƟ on in Sierra Leone.  
In Wa they met the Bishop, Peter Dery, and saw the set-up 
of the Congregation of the Brothers of St. Joseph.
 After ample discussions with the Bishop and his 
Councillors it was agreed that the FIC Brothers would 
come to Ghana, to the Diocese of Wa to take over the 
formation of the brothers there, under one condition: that 
the Brothers of St. Joseph should be integrated into the FIC 
Congregation, rather than the FIC helping in establishing 
the Congregation of the Brothers of St. Joseph. This was 
agreed.
 Back in Holland the General Council made it 
known to the brothers that we, the FIC Brothers, would 
start a new foundation in Ghana, explaining that, although 
the General Chapter of 1964 had strongly recommended 
that no new foundation should be started, this was such 
a special request that, in the opinion of the members of 
the General Council, it was justified to deviate from this 
recommendation. 
 The late Bro. Oventius van Dooren, who had been 
in Sierra Leone since 1959, and Bro. Maarten Bouw in The 
Netherlands, were the first brothers of the FIC Congregation 
to be appointed to Ghana. It had been decided and arranged 
that they would be in Ghana before September 1965 so 
that the noviƟ ate could start on the 8th of September of 
that year.
 All the members of the Brothers of St. Joseph, 
both professed brothers and novices, were given the 
opƟ ons either to enter the novitiate of the FIC Brothers or 

terminate their religious life. All but two opted for entering 
the novitiate of the FIC Congregation.
 As the visas of Brothers OvenƟ us and Maarten 
were delayed, Brothers Remund Pennings, then Assistant 
Superior General and John van Winden, who was working 
in Sierra Leone that time, represented these brothers 
and were there when on the 8th of September 1965, 20 
novices started their novitiate and as such became the first 
Ghanaian members who entered the FIC Congregation.
When later on Brothers Oventius and Maarten got their 
visas, they left for Ghana and arrived there on the 1st of 
October 1965 and took over the work started by Bros. 
Remund and John who then went back to their own place 
and work.
 From the above it is clear that, in contrast to most 
of our foundations, the work of the FIC brothers in Ghana 
was not first of all to educate the youth, or to open a school, 
but to integrate these former members of the St. Joseph 
Congregation into the FIC Congregation and further the 
religious formation of these young men who had already 
undergone some religious formation and, even for some 
of them, had already lived the religious life for a number of 
years.
 The newly formed ‘mixed’ group was to give 
shape to the FIC charisma and ideals as laid down in the 
Constitutions of the Congregation. In the course of the 
now almost 50 years we have tried to do so individually and 
as a community. We have done so with all ups and downs, 
successes and failures, achievements and disappointments, 
always trusting that the Good Lord would supplement our 
poor efforts to help establish His Kingdom among ourselves 
and among the people to whom we are sent.    
                                                                                           
Maastricht, 12 September 2014
Bro. Maarten Bouw

    SPECIAL COLUMNSPECIAL COLUMN

“Come and see...!” These are the words that touched my heart and gave me encouragement and inspiration 
to declare my "YES" with full awareness, readiness, openness, humility and surrender to the call of God. He 
invited me to be a slave, servant and messenger of His love abroad. 

km. Chile has all kinds of climates that exist on the 
planet (summer, autumn, winter and spring) except 
for the tropical climate. Easter Island and the Juan 
Fernández Islands have a subtropical climate: mild 
temperatures, moderate humidity and relatively little 
variation throughout the year. Chile has a land area 
of 756, 096 km2 and increased to 1,250,000 km2 
including the Chilean Antarctic territory. 

I left my homeland for a foreign land, Chile - 
Latin America, where I have been living the 
mission of His love.  Chile is located along the 
west coast of the southern tip of South America, 
between the highest segment of the Andes and 
the Pacifi c Ocean. The shape Chile is unique. It 
is one of the longest countries in the world. Chile 
has a length of 4,300 km and a width of 180 

Crossing the Border ...!Crossing the Border ...!
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concluded the day’s deliberaƟ on. Our brotherhood also 
found expression during our meals and evening recreaƟ on 
as we took pleasure in eaƟ ng “Nsima”, a maize meal in 
Malawi, and sharing a glass of wine in the evening. 
The ten-day encounter came to a conclusion with the 
adopƟ on of a number of resoluƟ ons or acƟ on points to 
chart the course of our future. In his concluding address, 
the General Superior, Bro. MarƟ nus Handoko expressed 
his saƟ sfacƟ on at having completed the discussions on 
schedule. He concluded that this Conference was a moment 
of grace for us as we had the opportunity to have a closer 
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encounter with ourselves, with fellow brothers and more 
importantly, with God. 
A provincial day (a gathering of all brothers in the province) 
was held the following day (30th August) in Bethel 
community during which the fruits of the ConCon were 
disseminated to the brothers. It also provided a unique 
forum for each Provincial Superior to brief the brothers of 
Malawi on the latest developments in their provinces.

Bro. Raphael Besigrinee

The Brothers FIC started their apostolic work in Maastricht, The Netherlands. In 1840 they were founded by Mgr. 
Louis Rutten. In that year they started with a small group of brothers, led by brother Bernadus Hoecken. The 
foundation stone lies in the Bogaarden Street  50.

Always with a view outside.
 From the beginning the brothers had the power to look outside 
their own borders. Literally  and fi guratively. So they started 
new communities in cities far from Maastricht: in Den Bosch, in 
Amsterdam and in Belgium. They realised their sensitivity and 
aim that they were (are) called to be good and to do good, from 
the fi rst years after their foundation. Characteristics in their way 
of life and work on behalf of people in need were ánd are: well 
organised, working in team spirit with fellow brothers and others, 
to do their work in a high standard and always with a view outside. 
Thousands of fellow brothers have lived in this spirit during these 
175 years. In the deep feeling that “God is love”.
With heart and soul.
Our General Council in Maastricht asked all our brothers in Chile, 
Ghana, Indonesia, Malawi and The Netherlands to give shape 
to the celebration in their own way, based on the original culture 
and their own ways of celebrating this very special anniversary. 
So the province of Ghana will combine this year with its own 
anniversary of fi fty years in this African country. All three hundred 
fellow brothers are very focussed to give a good shape to this 
anniversary in these fi ve  countries . Each country in its own way. 
With heart and soul.
The Netherlands.
The Provincial Council of The Netherlands invited the brothers Lo 
Koeleman, Wim Swüste and Frans Turkenburg to submit some 
proposals for the celebration in Holland. In short we’ll give a 
summary of our plans. In the month of October 2015 the statue 
of Holy Mary Star of the Sea will visit De Beyart. This 600 years 
old statue will stay in the Beyart chapel for one day.  We will pray 
with the whole Beyart community (brothers, sisters and laypeople) 

during this day: in silence, with songs and praying the rosary  and 
with a Eucharistic Celebration. There will be a solemn meeting in 
the FIC churchyard in Maastricht. In this place Mgr. Louis Rutten 
and Bro. Bernard have their tombs in the midst of hundreds of 
deceased brothers.  We’ll pray and sing there and all the people 
present will put one fl ower on each tomb. In the Basilica of Sint 
Servatius (the place where Mgr. Louis Rutten started his benefi cial 
work In Maastricht) there will be a celebration near of the plaque, 
reminding us of this historic event. There will be a speech, a musical 
performance, songs and some paragraphs of the Constitutions of 
the Brothers FIC will be read.
On one of the Sundays in November we will organise a concert by 
two counter-tenors. They will sing  a number of  hymns devoted to 
Holy Maria composed by Bach, Mozart, etc. During this meeting  
there will be a PowerPoint presentation of famous pictures of Holy 
Maria. The paintings will be explained by a famous Maastricht 
professor in Religious and Cultural Arts. On the 19th of November 
we will organise a celebration in the Beyart chapel.  Different 
authorities from the Maastricht  City Council, our Bishop and Dean 
are invited, together with a number  of people from De Beyart, 
brothers, members of councils from other Congregations and co-
workers.  A delegation of the KGM (who celebrate their golden 
anniversary) are invited to this celebration. The KGM is the Dutch 
association of former FIC Brothers.  After life music playing and 
a speech from our General Superior, Brother Martinus Handoko, 
there will be a social meeting and a dinner.
The 21st November 2015 will be the offi cial anniversary. There 
will be a pontifi cal Eucharistic Celebration in the Beyart chapel, 
a reception, a dinner for all the Beyart inhabitants and some 
activities in the afternoon. ( Bro. Wim Swuste ).
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 PROVINCIAL EVENTPROVINCIAL EVENT

Indonesia Province has made eff orts in accomplishing our 
mission of providing ChrisƟ an educaƟ on and formaƟ on 
through Yayasan Pangudi Luhur (YPL) foundaƟ on for the 
formal educaƟ on sector and Yayasan Budi Mulya (YBM) 
foundaƟ on in Semarang for the non-formal educaƟ on 
and social service sector. Besides, the Indonesia Province 
is also managing two Retreat houses at Syalom Bandun-
gan and Roncalli, SalaƟ ga. We also have a weaving indus-
try Santa Maria Boro and other categories of apostolic 
works.

This year, YPL celebrates 60 years of its existence and 
work in Indonesia. In the academic year 2014-2015, YPL 
takes care of educaƟ onal insƟ tuƟ ons of play group, kin-
dergarten, elementary schools, junior secondary school, 
senior secondary school and senior secondary/vocaƟ onal 
schools. There are 84 schools which spread over the Java 
Island (Central Java, Yogyakarta, Jakarta, and west Java 
/ Bekasi), Sumatra and west Kalimantan. These schools 
serve 26.200 students. 

The brothers are involved in YPL as board members of the 
foundaƟ on, school principals, teachers, administraƟ ve 
staff , representaƟ ve leaders and school mentors. There 
are 69 brothers who are working in the YPL foundaƟ on. 
The brothers work together with around 1650 teachers 
and employees who are also acƟ ve in the Church, espe-
cially in ChrisƟ an educaƟ on and formaƟ on. To celebrate 
the 60 years anniversary of the foundaƟ on day, YPL drew 
up a  series of acƟ viƟ es as follows:

1. An essay compeƟ Ɵ on among teachers and princi-
pals about their experiences. The purpose of this compe-
Ɵ Ɵ on was to encourage the teachers and the principals to 
develop themselves in wriƟ ng and to bring about an apos-
tolic creaƟ vely. From the papers received by the commit-
tee, 47 of them were chosen as the best arƟ cles.”

2. On September 20, in Room Borobudur Hotel San-
Ɵ ka Primiere Semarang, a NaƟ onal Seminar was organized 
with the theme "The Synergy of the Government and the 
Society in EducaƟ ng the NaƟ on". The seminar was aƩ end-
ed by more than 300 parƟ cipants and the results of the 
seminar or recommendaƟ ons have been submiƩ ed to the 

Government TransiƟ on Team of the newly elected presi-
dent Jokowi – Jusup Kala in Jakarta as a form of contribu-
Ɵ on in deciding the educaƟ on policy in Indonesia.

3. On Sunday, 5 October 2014, there was a cultural 
performance of “Wayang Orang” with the story of “Rama-
Sinta”: conquering the sea to reach the loved one. The 
director and story writer was Bro. Hans Gendut. Besides 
the FIC Brothers, the other actors were the teachers, em-
ployees and the alumni of Pangudi Luhur foundaƟ on. The 
Brothers who were involved in this performance were 
Bro. F.A. Dwiyatno, Bro. Frans Sugi, and Bro. Gregorius 
Bambang. The guest star of this cultural performance 
was Didik Nini Towok, a dance arƟ st from Yogyakarta. The 
story was well organized and was enlivened by the per-
formance of Domenico Savio Choir, SMA Don Bosco Choir, 
dance from SD PL Bernardus and SD PL Don Bosko. Mr. 
Blacius Subono and the students of InsƟ tut Seni Indone-
sia (ISI) Surakarta were playing the music for this cultural 
performance. The program was aƩ ended by 300 invited 
guests and 400 representaƟ ves of teachers of Pangudi 
Luhur.

4. On Monday, 6 October 2014, there was a football 
compeƟ Ɵ on for men, volley ball for men and women and 
a choir compeƟ Ɵ on which was aƩ ended by representa-
Ɵ ves of teachers and employees of Pangudi Luhur.

5. On Tuesday, 7 October 2014, a EucharisƟ c cel-
ebraƟ on as the summit of the 60th anniversary of the  
foundaƟ on was conducted in the Cathedral of Semarang. 
The Eucharist was presided over by Mgr. Johannes Puja-
sumarta (Archdiocese of Semarang) and Mgr. Aloysius Su-
darso (Archdiocese of Palembang) and accompanied by 
some priests and alumni of Pangudi Luhur schools.

CongratulaƟ ons to Yayasan Pangudi Luhur for the 60th 
anniversary celebraƟ on!! May the foundaƟ on conƟ nue to 
represent God who is Love especially to those in need. 
May Mother Mary always protect the services of Yayasan 
Pangudi Luhur in the coming years.

60th anniversary of Yayasan Pangudi Luhur (YPL)60th anniversary of Yayasan Pangudi Luhur (YPL)
As a Congrega  on we mainly direct ourselves to chris  an educa  on and forma  on, remaining open to the signs of the 
 mes and to the Spirit which blows where it wills (Essen  al Refl ec  ons from FIC Cons  tu  ons).
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BROTHERS FIC, GHANA PROVINCEBROTHERS FIC, GHANA PROVINCE
HISTORICAL BACKGROUNDHISTORICAL BACKGROUND

It seems that already before 1950 the White Fathers had started the formation of an African Congregation of Brothers 
in Jirapa, “but had to stop because there were no Ghanaian priests yet”. This is what I read in an article written about 
the Brothers of St. Joseph and was published in the Golden Jubilee booklet in 1979 when the Wa Diocese celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of its existence.

 On the 11th of February 1951 
Peter Porekuu Dery was ordained priest, 
the first Dagao priest in the North-West 
of Ghana. And with this ordination, the 
above mentioned ‘obstacle’ had been 
removed.
 Even a little earlier, in January 
1951, a certain Mr. Edward Dangme had 
been sent to Kaleo to open the Brothers’ 
School there. On the 9th of March 1953 
the first members of the Congregation 
of the Brothers of St. Joseph received 
the religious habit and in 1958 the 
first Ghanaian brother made his first 
profession.
 Several white Fathers were appointed chaplain of 
the brothers, and brothers of the White Fathers’ Society 
helped in the training of the members of the young 
Congregation which had as its aim the Evangelization of 
the people of the North through their prayer, manual work 
and catechesis.

 “The CongregaƟ on continued to grow 
slowly. In fact many boys joined the 
Congregation but left after a few years of 
their training.” (Golden Jubilee Booklet, page 
48)
Meanwhile the White Fathers were looking 
for a Congregation of  Religious Brothers 
that would be willing to take over the 
formation of the Brothers of St. Joseph. 
Early in 1964 Fr. Jan van Rest, a Dutch White 
Father was appointed chaplain of the St. 
Joseph Brothers. Fr. Jan van Rest hailed from 
Schiedam, a town near Rotterdam, and had 
received his elementary education from the 
Brothers of the Immaculate Conception who 

were having some schools in his town. That is why Fr. Van 
Rest in that same year, 1964, suggested to Cardinal Dery, 
then Bishop of Wa, to try to get these Brothers, the FIC 
Brothers (FIC stands for: Fraters Immaculate Conceptiones, 
the LaƟ n name of the CongregaƟ on), interested in taking 
over the formation of the St. Joseph brothers.

    SPECIAL COLUMNSPECIAL COLUMN

neither was it an option when I was elected delegate to the General 
Chapter 2012. I was preoccupied with issues about Ghana and 
the provincial chapter. Moreover, I was bent on fi nishing my 
studies. I even felt the General Chapter was an interruption. As we 
began the election process at the General Chapter in Indonesia, 
I was very surprised that my name was frequently mentioned. I 
have experienced elections during chapters as times of anxiety; 
I also believe in the spirit's infl uence during any chapter process. 
This was no different. I went into a deeper refl ection, and soon 
discovered that the brothers wanted me to serve in the General 
Council. Resistance gave way to acceptance. I felt I had to accept 
the working of the Holy Spirit in my fellow brothers. I got the 
inspiration that I didn’t have to perform the task of councillor all 
alone, and I also felt supported by the great trust the brothers 

offered me. 
 As a General Council member, it gives me the opportunity to 
think further than my home country, Ghana. I am learning to 
think globally and that truly enriches me. I am also grateful 
to God for the wonders He has worked in my life all these 
past years. I have always felt the hand of God at work in my 
life, especially in whatever I am assigned to do.  Interestingly, 
never for once have I been able to convince myself that I would 
be able to serve in a leadership position in the congregation, 
because I have never felt I could be a leader at all. I still feel 
the same but now I believe that the grace of God truly works 
in me, and that without this power of the spirit of God, human 
efforts alone are inadequate.  
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    P R O F I L EP R O F I L E
fi ve in 1975. Then I was at my best. School life turned pleasant, 
and I could freely use my gifts, especially telling stories. In Ghana, 
storytelling is a beautiful tradition. In the evening, as the people 
gather after meals, storytelling is a favourite way of passing the 
time. It turned out that I was very good at it. At school, and also at 
home I could tell stories in a captivating way. 
At that time, basic needs of the family was the priority, but not 
learning to read and write.  My sister and I were allowed to attend 
school as long as, after lessons, we contributed our quota  in the 
farm. The most striking experience happened during this period 
when I did not attend school for two days due to the overwhelming 
nature of the farm work. Bro. Denis came to the family house to 
fi nd out why I was absent in school. This experience changed my 
life. His great interest and support gave me a warm and beautiful 
feeling, and I told myself that if there was ever a path through 
which I could become like this man, I would pursue it. This was the 
beginning of my dream of becoming a brother. 

My vocation story
We are told in the scriptures (Acts 9) that Saul was called all of a 
sudden to be an apostle. For the vocation to Religious Life it doesn’t 
really work that way. A vocation, the search for a goal in your life, 
happens gradually most of the times. In 1979, the opportunity to 
attend High school came. I was privileged to be given admission 
in the FIC Brothers school at Nandom. I had  another  striking 
encounter with the brothers I met at the secondary school. They 
worked hard, were systematic in their teaching,  and also proved 
to be nice persons. I wanted to be one of them, but all this time 
my interest remained  personal; I did not tell anybody as yet. The 
opportunity came in 1981 when a vocation day was organised in the 
school. A number of brothers came to talk to the students who had 
gathered for this special forum. At the end, the brothers gave us the 
opportunity to affi rm our interest by writing our applications. This 
was the beginning of my vocational exchange with the brothers. 
In 1984, I went to the teacher training college and later got a job 
as a teacher in a small school in the neighbourhood of Fielmuo. 
In the meantime I attended the encounters for FIC aspirants, and 
by 1989 I had made up my mind to start the postulancy in St. 
Louis Formation Centre, Wa. My father had died by this time, and 
I communicated my intention to my mother and our eldest brother. 
They gave me their blessing. 

Apostolate
After my fi rst profession in 1992, I was sent to teach in St. Joseph 
Junior Secondary School in Tamale. As a brother-teacher in a 
Catholic school, I found it necessary to ensure that the identity 
of the school was maintained. Therefore what we all consider as 
the centre of our Christian life found a centre stage in the school. 
We had a Eucharistic celebration every school term as far as it 
was possible. To make every teacher feel part of the school and 
also to maintain unity among the teachers, I designed a Morning 
Prayer formula which the teachers (Christians and non-Christians 
alike) followed every morning. I developed the habit of giving the 

children a moral talk every Monday morning during our usual 
morning assembly. I loved my teaching apostolate and often tried 
to reciprocate the love and concern I received myself as a youth.  
Formation work
One day my Provincial Superior asked me if I would be willing to 
do the formation course in preparation for formation work in future. 
I was surprised, but I felt it would not be good to disappoint him by 
saying "No", so I told him I would think about it.   After he asked 
three times, I decided to agree, adding "if it is the will of God". Here, 
my vow of obedience was put to the test, and then I began to feel 
the difference between a lay person and a Religious: the decision 
about the course of my life is not an individual affair!  My intention 
was to acquire some good basic knowledge in Theology before 
pursuing the formation course, but my superior felt differently. In 
fact he wanted an immediate execution of the task at hand. The 
idea was not to my liking. Nevertheless, I agreed to do the formation 
course at St. Louis University in USA for one year. After my fi nal 
profession in 2000, my new Provincial Superior invited me for a 
discussion, and we decided that I should do additional courses in 
theology and education, and the ideal place was Tangaza College 
in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Immediately after my studies in 2004, my provincial asked me 
to be director of novices. I considered it a 'mission' given to me. 
Refl ecting on the request I began seeing  it as a grace that I was 
given the opportunity to perform this task for my province. My 
experience as a novice director has been a dual blessing. I saw 
my role as director a privileged position because it allowed me 
to enter into the sacred lives of others, and this I experienced as 
genuinely personal formation. ‘Do I give them  a good example? 
Do I myself live the FIC life the way I tell them?’, I asked myself.  
In addition, the novitiate house provided a special setting for the 
experience of genuine community life. The other main advantage 
of working as a novice director was the fulfi llment I experienced 
in the task. I realized each moment that the ability to live out my 
commitment in a more fulfi lling way was through the grace of God. 
It was quite fulfi lling to see candidates passing through me and 
becoming brothers. 
I knew I was not to be in formation work permanently, and so when 
in 2009 we had no novices, my provincial asked me to consider two 
options: sabbatical or studies. Still feeling quite energetic, I opted 
for further studies. I felt that doing Guidance and Counselling would 
further enhance my formative skills to enable me work effectively 
among young people, therefore off I went to the University of Cape 
Coast to pursue this program. While doing this, I  was still helping 
in the Aspirancy, and here I experienced my greatest frustration. 
With improvement in workers' conditions of service and more 
opportunities opened for young people to   enter middle class 
jobs, vocations promotion yielded very few fruits. Life in general 
in Ghana had improved and Religious Life did not seem attractive 
anymore to many young people. 

Member of General Council
Being part of the FIC General Council was never in my dream, 
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However, the needs of Maastricht were the needs of Western Eu-
rope. Everywhere, among the Christians and non-Christians in The 
Netherlands and abroad, there were calls for more and better edu-
cation and greater care for the youth. Consequently, Rutten’s suc-
cessful initiative soon drew the attention of people beyond Maas-
tricht. He was the fi rst in The Netherlands to start a congregation 
for male youth. Three years after the foundation of the Congrega-
tion , Rutten received the fi rst request from outside. A parish priest 
in s’Hertogenbosch, a seminary friend of Rutten’s, asked and got 
three brothers for a primary school, a kindergarten and a Sunday 
school. Two years later, two establishments were added, a school 
for the deaf in St. Michielsgestel and an orphanage in Amsterdam. 
In a good number of places, parish priests, church councils and 
directors of pious societies like Vincent de Paul Society were look-
ing for cheap solutions to their educational problems. In many re-
spects it was the problem of personnel. All over Europe, religious 
congregations of women shot up like mushrooms, but congrega-
tions of men were very few.  For the teaching of girls it was quite 
easy to fi nd women. In contrast, the supply of teachers for boys 
was much smaller at a time when strict separation between the 
sexes was – with Catholics as well as non-Catholics- a general 
rule in education.  No wonder that the news that there was a male 
teaching congregation in Maastricht spread like wild fi re all over 
The Netherlands. 
Rutten had diffi culty in keeping the many, sometimes troublesome 
petitioners at bay; and this did not change in later years with their 
successors. The constant demand for brothers everywhere in The 
Netherlands as well as abroad, was typical of the nineteenth cen-
tury congregations, the Brothers of Maastricht were no exception. 
The authorities of the Congregation found it diffi cult always to put 
up enough resistance to pressures from outside to take on even 
more work. Often it also happened that persons of high rank or 
class in church or society offered work which looked beautiful and 
promising in the eyes of the leadership. Being simple brothers of 
humble origins they could hardly refuse. 
Too soon too much work was placed on the shoulders of too few. 
A serious thing was that the generous offer of tasks fl attered the 
brothers’ self-esteem. The way brothers worked could not be 
equaled by lay teachers nor by any other teaching congregation; 
otherwise the demand for brothers would not be so great. This 
would occasionally create an atmosphere of complacency, to the 
detriment of healthy criticism. 
However, there were also positive sides to this high demand for 
brothers and the massive offer of work. It gave self-affi rmation and 
strengthened the group’s loyalty and self-awareness. The members 

of the Congregation were justifi ably convinced that they were all 
performing a good and valuable job, something that made their way 
of life worthwhile. Besides, the spreading of the establishments of 
the Congregation to the south and west of The Netherlands saved 
the Brothers from narrow regionalism. The work of the Congrega-
tion in The Netherlands developed from region to region, town to 
town, among different kinds of people. In this way the Brothers got 
used to being easily employed in numerous different places, with 
their different characteristics.
Their appearance and presence in a variety of locations in the 
country also brought about a great variety of young aspirants, so 
the Brothers of Maastricht became a generally Dutch rather than 
purely Maastricht congregation.  
The optimism of the Catholics and their growing self-assurance at 
the beginning of the twentieth century expressed themselves in an 
unparalleled urge to convert others to the true faith, not only in 
The Netherlands but also abroad. Among the Catholics in tiny Hol-
land, an impressive missionary movement sprang up. Ever since 
the nineteenth century there had been Dutch missionary congrega-
tions of priests and sisters, but in the fi rst quarter of the twentieth 
century the missionary spirit spread among all the Catholics in The 
Netherlands. This made the Maastricht Brothers wonder if the time 
had not come when they too should actually commit themselves 
to the mission outside The Netherlands. The Brothers of Maas-
tricht too were carried along on the wave of missionary enthusi-
asm which from the beginning of the twentieth century swept ever 
higher over The Netherlands.
The result was that at the end of December 1919, the General 
Council of the Brothers of Maastricht announced that the coming 
year would see the start of an establishment of their mission in 
Indonesia, where they were going to start schools in support of the 
Catholic mission. This was the beginning of FIC mission outside 
The Netherlands. Till now our current mission areas are as follows:  
Indonesia (since 1920), Chile  (since 1953), Malawi 
(since 1960), Ghana (since 1965). Our presence was also signifi -
cantly felt in Belgium, U.K., Pakistan, Spain, Ireland, Sierra Leone, 
and Zambia but we have since closed our missions in these coun-
tries. 
The situation of the Congregation in T he Netherlands has changed 
dramatically from its original apostolic involvement. Almost all the 
brothers have reached retiring age and are not able to function 
again in active apostolate. This does not mean that they have re-
tired from being a religious brother. They still feel captivated by 
God and people. There are two main areas where retired brothers 
still give their time and efforts. First they still assist people who 

FIC MISSION AT THE START OF THE CONGREGATIONFIC MISSION AT THE START OF THE CONGREGATION
The FIC Congregation was founded by Mgr. L. Rutten in 1840 as a working  community, a society of active reli-
gious. His original intention was to start a society of religious so as to attract inexpensive workers for the educa-
tion- with the stress on religious instruction- of boys in the native town of Maastricht. 
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 NEWS FROM PROVINCESNEWS FROM PROVINCES

In the opening remarks to the program, the Vice Provincial 
Superior, Bro. Patrick Binneh stated that the workshop was 
organised to carry out a policy requirement of the congre-
gaƟ on. He noted further that sexuality and its attendant 
problems is a global human issue that knows no bounds, 
hence, religious and the clergy have not been spared.
Bro. Patrick underscored the essence of the workshop to 
include awareness creaƟ on among brothers and their co-
workers of the consequences of sexual abuse between 
majors and minors (adults and juveniles). The content of 
the talk in the workshop was extended to cover General 
IntroducƟ on, Defi niƟ on of Terms, Historical Background, 
Forms of Child Sexual Abuse, Eff ects of Child Sexual Abuse 
on vicƟ ms, perpetrators and the community. Others are 
Avoiding sexual abuse of minors, DetecƟ ng sexual abuse of 
minors, Procedures to be observed in Child Sexual Abuse in 
accordance with naƟ onal legislaƟ on, General ObservaƟ on 
and Conclusion.
In his introducƟ on, the facilitator stated that Child Sexual 
Abuse is a broad umbrella term describing criminal and 
civil offenses in which an adult engages in sexual acƟ vity 
with a minor or exploits a minor for the purpose of sex-
ual graƟ fi caƟ on. Since children cannot consent to sexual 
activity, any sexual involvement with a child can never be 
considered normal or socially acceptable encounter. Child 
sexual abuse can occur in a variety of seƫ  ngs: in the home, 
school, or work, wherever children are present. Rev Fr. Ben 
gave a historical background to sexual abuse and discussed 
the various terms and forms of sexual abuse and their ef-
fects on the vicƟ m. His presentaƟ on was both scholarly 
and global, ciƟ ng several examples of sexual abuse which 

brought shame and fi nancial burden on religious congrega-
Ɵ ons and presbyteries parƟ cularly in the western world. 
Child Sexual Abuse has become the object of signifi cant 
public aƩ enƟ on in recent Ɵ mes. Since the 1970’s the sexu-
al abuse of children and child molestaƟ on has increasingly 
been recognized as deeply damaging to children and thus 
unacceptable for society as a whole.
Fr. Benjamin recalled that in the United States growing 
awareness of Child Sexual Abuse has sparked an increasing 
number of civil lawsuits for monetary damages stemming 
from such incidents. Increased awareness of child sexual 
abuse has encouraged more vicƟ ms to come forward, 
whereas in the past vicƟ ms oŌ en kept their abuse secret. 
Some States have enacted specifi c laws lengthening the 
applicable statutes of limitaƟ ons so as to allow vicƟ ms of 
Child Sexual Abuse to fi le suits someƟ mes years aŌ er they 
have reached the age of maturity. Such lawsuits can be 
brought where a person or enƟ ty, such as a school, church 
or youth organizaƟ on, was charged with supervising the 
child but failed to do so with Child Sexual Abuse resulƟ ng. 
Within the Catholic Church, sex abuse cases in the various 
Roman Catholic Dioceses in the United States have paid 
out huge sums of money in seƩ ling hundreds of such law-
suits since the early 1990s. It is in the light of this that due 
diligence is called for from priests and religious in the dis-
charge of their duƟ es so as not to repeat the mistakes of 
the past.

WORKSHOP ON AVOIDING SEXUAL WORKSHOP ON AVOIDING SEXUAL 
ABUSE OF MINORS.ABUSE OF MINORS.

IN-SERVICE TRAINING (ISTC) – WA.IN-SERVICE TRAINING (ISTC) – WA.

The workshop was held on the 6th September, 2014 in In-
Service Training Center (ISTC), Wa. It was facilitated by 
Rev. Fr. Dr. Benjamin Nuru Fiiriter, a Diocesan priest of the 
Catholic Diocese of Wa. 

By Bro. Godwin S. Kuu-iremeh 

Teaching Practice SupervisionTeaching Practice Supervision
 Even though I am the Provincial Superior, I have 
a full Ɵ me job as a Tutor  at Blantyre Teacher Training 
College. One of my teaching assignments is to supervise 
those young people who  are undergoing teacher training. 
From 19-24 October 2014, I went to the fi eld to supervise 
some student-teachers who are doing teaching pracƟ ce at 
some primary schools in Blantyre Rural. 
 We were seven lecturers who were selected for 
this exercise. Altogether we visited 32 primary schools, 
supervised  269 students and covered a distance of 675 km. 
It was a demanding  but eff ecƟ ve work.

have diffi culties in participating in life in society, for instance, the 
homeless, migrants, refugees, lonely people, people searching for 
inspiration, people fi nding diffi culties in managing their fi nances/
debts. 
Secondly, among the retired brothers are still those in a reasonably 
good physical condition, and even though their number is dimin-
ishing with time, they still have the inspiration of being a brother 

to their fellow brothers and other people living in the care home. 
They try to be a brother to those in need by lending a listening ear, 
pushing  somebody in a wheelchair , doing shopping for those in 
need, and so on. In this way they live the call of the gospel and the 
inspiration of our founders.

(Bro. Raphael Besigrinee)
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the diffi culty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity 
in every diffi culty. Attitude is a little thing that makes a big differ-
ence.
I am sometimes asked to express my challenges as a brother. I 
give simple answers. The moment I begin to value myself more 
than my vocation, the moment I fi nd little happiness in God, the 
moment I am engaged in idle talk instead of brotherly advice, the 
moment I see others as curtailing my social life, the moment I 
fail to choose healthy hobbies, then I need God more than man 
to feel fully human. Henry Ward Beecher once said that the best 
successes come after disappointments. Kahlil Gibran has said 
that the signifi cance of a man is not in what he attains but in what 
he longs to attain.
I have become a brother and got a chance to be sent to school. 
I now work with those with disability.  In my work of shaping spe-
cialist teachers, I have realized that the expectations from col-
leagues at work are   high. They expect the best from a brother. 
They expect patience and understanding. I must confess that I 
have failed in this virtue of patience. It is often easy to be a bully 
and yet painful to be reminded of it. It becomes disheartening 
to think that I joined brotherhood to represent sensitivity to the 
needs of others and yet I am never near it. Even more challeng-

ing, I am sent to uplift the lives of those with disability knowing 
failure is inevitable with them? My formators, Bro. Dennis, Bro. 
Maaten, Bro. Guido and Bro Nicholas taught me respect and pru-
dence. George Bernard Shaw says a life spent making mistakes 
is not only more honorable, but more useful than a life spent do-
ing nothing.
I have come to believe that everyday becomes a learning op-
portunity once one chooses to be a brother. Brotherhood has 
exposed me to many friends all over the world. I believe that I 
have committed more sins as a brother and God has continued 
to love me. I believe that I have exercised more hate and still God 
loves me. I believe that I have displayed more ignorance and 
yet God leads me. I believe that I have refused to listen to God 
and yet I feel God’s protection.  Albert Einstein could say, Learn 
from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important 
thing is not to stop questioning.  I am sure that the charism of FIC 
brothers is more encompassing, Teach, Educate and Form. It is 
often that I need some teaching myself, I need some Education 
myself and are in need of Formation.  Perhaps Thomas Fuller 
sees it all when he says, some have been thought brave because 
they were afraid to run away.

MY RELIGIOUS LIFE JOURNEYMY RELIGIOUS LIFE JOURNEY
(Bro. Raphael Besigrinee)

Initial life in family
I grew up in a rural setting in a nuclear 
family that was simple, poor and 
very caring. All family members were 
considered equal when it came to meal 
time and when there was anything 
material to be shared. It was even more 
interesting when a visitor was present. 
She/he was treated exceptionally. 
Interestingly, strangers were treated 
even with special care. They were not 
to be denied any food or anything they 
asked for, only if it was within the ability 
of the family to provide. We were told 
that Jesus could appear in disguise, and denying him anything 
could spell disaster, not only for the individual encountered but the 
entire family. 
The opportunity to pursue formal education in my family was both 
a blessing and a privilege. As the 8th sibling of nine growing up 

in a society that did not yet see any 
value in formal education, I could only be 
considered lucky to have the opportunity 
to attend school. Among my fi ve sisters 
and two brothers, only one of my sisters 
and I completed school. 
Life in the basic school was a bit different 
from the caring environment of the family. 
It was a different world altogether. We 
were given lashes of the cane any time 
we reported late to school. Refusal to do 
any school assignment was met with the 
wrath of the  cane. Some teachers even 
wielded the cane in the classroom, and 

actually used it on those who performed poorly in class work.  It was 
a scary world. For me, there was only one thing that made school 
life attractive: a non-threatening environment, and it happened at 
that time that only one teacher provided this - Bro. Denis Dery, 
FIC who happened to be sent to our village to teach us in class 

I have always felt the hand of God at work in my life, especially in whatever I am assigned to do.  Interestingly, 
never for once have I been able to convince myself that I would be able to serve in a leadership position in the 
congregation, because I have never felt I could be a leader at all.
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Did the venerable Pope know about some 
of us lurking around missing no chance 
at sharing stupidity?  I am to share Joys 
and challenges albeit stupidity to most of 
you. The words of Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta are assuring when she advises that 
God does not require us to succeed but 
only requires us to try.  I am even more 
at ease with utterances from Winston 
Churchill who has apportioned success 
as going from failure to failure without 
loss of enthusiasm.
I was born in the Lomwe district of Mu-
lanje situated to the Eastern part of the 
Southern region of Malawi. Only two 
children of the fi ve children of two boys 
and three girls were born in my home district of Phalombe, a 
splitter district created slightly some twenty years ago from the 
main district of Mulanje. As fi rst born of the family, I carried the 
same respect as my father and would inherit property of the fam-
ily. My father died some nine years ago a working magistrate at 
the Malawi court of law. My surviving mother looks after the many 
gardens which my father left behind. She works hard although in 
need of regular medical attention. My father came from a catholic 
family and managed to convert his Presbyterian wife to tie the 
knot in the Catholic Church. 
 As children coming from a Catholic family, we scrupulously ad-
hered to everything Catholic especially the sacraments, especially 
about the sacrament of confession. We made sure we confessed 
our sins at every opportunity so that we could go to heaven with 
God. Sometimes we wanted to go twice for confession in case 
God would delete us from his list of candidates. With over-sized 
shorts using every rope for a belt and heavily ironed shirts, I would 
sit with my brother Paul at every meal and meticulously dismantle 
small hills of ‘nsima and relish” in preparation for eating galore in 
the kingdom of God. We were informed Jesus breathed at his toy 
cars and they kicked with life but our fl uffy toy clays disobeyed 
us.  We knelt as much as it pained to purify our hearts and not 
our knees.  After all, God loves children and we qualifi ed to go to 
where he stays. We dared other children would not go to heaven 
because they stole sugarcane from the garden. 
I guess my mother was more Catholic. She wanted the Sunday 

readings regurgitated to her. We often would 
make our own judgments about the Sunday 
readings.  There was this story about Solomon 
choosing wisdom instead of wealth.  We found 
him strange. With his over three hundred 
wives he refused to choose food with which he 
could have fed his army of wives. So strange 
was this man that he even inspired queens 
from Sheba to come to see how wise he was 
at marrying wives. We had seen our neighbour 
fi ghting his two wives and this Solomon man-
aged a swarm of them- strange.
One other stupid thing which I made was to 
choose to become a brother and not a priest 
according to the people.  To many, brother-
hood represents a disaster. I have been con-

fronted with digress arguments: My friend, you are wasting your 
time with this thing you call brotherhood. Do you realize you are 
getting older and before you realize it would be too late for you 
to become a priest. You don’t mean that you went to school only 
to stop at brotherhood and refuse to continue? It is empty what 
you are pursuing; there is no future and no salvation in this your 
brotherhood. How many brothers have been made saints in your 
church and you are failing to open your eyes? How can you live 
a life which has no meaning in your own church?  What can you 
count as gains in your life to live like this forever? Did the people 
from Europe cheat you so that you get punished this way? On the 
surface of it, they represent some deep human feeling but none 
convinces me about the meaning of life. There is this Confucius 
saying that says life is really simple but we insist on making it 
complicated. I have chosen to be a brother and why should I 
quarrel about it. Proverbs 3:5-6 enjoins us to trust in the Lord with 
all our heart; and not to lean on own understanding. 
I now realize that becoming a religious brother is often a mystery.  
Often when people ask me why I became a brother, I do not know 
what to say.  Something tells me: Go to brotherhood and remain 
there. Samuel in the Bible heard a persistent voice of God and 
he was advised to react to it. I hear so many voices everyday and 
all of them belong to God.  We are looking for relationships with 
what we are not. We are looking for values in our life. We are 
looking for meaning of existence. We are looking for essence of 
the work we do. Winton Churchill gave advice; a pessimist sees 

Whenever I am requested to contribute in writing, I o  en get jitters because I must be sensible while as I have never 
represented sense at all. Do not be surprised if I cling to the words of Pope Paul II who remarked that stupidity is a gift 
of God, but he warned one mustn’t misuse it. 
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  P R O F I L E  P R O F I L E

Strong lives are motivated by dynamic Strong lives are motivated by dynamic 
purposes- Kenneth Hildebrandpurposes- Kenneth Hildebrand

        ( Bro. Andrew Makocho)
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 Each day, we leŌ  at six O'clock in the morning and usually 
fi nished the work by six O'clock in the evening.  Each 
lecturer was given one school with eight student-teachers 
to supervise. It was a job that demanded  siƫ  ng  down from 
07.30 a m  to 13.40. But that is not all we had to do. We sƟ ll 
had to meet all students together with their head teachers, 
deputy head teachers and mentors, that is senior teachers 
in charge of helping the student-teachers. 
 This forum  gave us the opportunity to report on 
the performance of student- teachers, and at the same Ɵ me 
point out some common mistakes or weaknesses and how 
to deal with them. Lastly, we checked the fi les and other 
administraƟ on assignments of the student-teachers, which 
brought us to the end of our daily schedule as supervisors. 
Usually aŌ er this work, we had to return to our places of 
accommodaƟ on which was quite another task, but upon 
arrival we sƟ ll gathered energy to come together and share 
our experiences of the day. This is the challenging nature of 
my day's work as a supervisor, but I fi nd saƟ sfacƟ on in my 
role as a teacher because through this I am forming a lot of 
young people who  take up vital roles in society.
 The most inspiring experience of this exercise is my 
frequent encounter with former students of my own school: 
Monƞ ort College or Blantyre Teacher Training College.  This 
happens every Ɵ me I go to the fi eld.  For instance, one day 
when I arrived at Michiru Primary School, the head-teacher 
asked me: "Brother, do you remember me?" I answered, 
"You must be a former student of Monƞ ort,  1992-1993 
year group". "Half correct!" he said. "I am Mr. Kadambo, 
Monƞ ort, 1993-1994 year group". This adds to the joy of 
my work as a Tutor. 

Feeding Programme for Primary Schools
A non-governmental organizaƟ on (NGO) called "Mary's 
Meal" is providing a number of primary school children with 
a meal of porridge every school day in some districts in the 
South of Malawi.  The aim is not only to increase aƩ endance 
but more importantly, to keep the pupils in  school  and 
ensure increased concentraƟ on in class. The meal is made 
from soya fl our mixed with maize fl our.  Recently two schools 
- Mlambe and Michiru Primary Schools - were added to 
the list of benefi ciaries. This organizaƟ on has been feeding 
thousands of pupils daily for more than fi ve years now. They 
get donaƟ ons from many countries in Europe. This project 
helps  children to stay at school unƟ l the last lesson.  The 
standard one's and two's  go home earlier while the older 
one's  end classes at 13.40. This feeding programme has 
become very eff ecƟ ve as most of the children go to school 
without breakfast.  It is an effi  cient way of helping children 
aƩ ain higher standards of educaƟ on at the primary level. 

Bro. Mar  nus Dariyo 
Provincial Superior,  Malawi

 In Chile we are experiencing an educational 
reform that aims to eliminate the for-profit schools, avoid 
inequalities in access to education and provide quality 
education. Faced with this reform, the FIC schools have 
undergone a process of change long before the reform. 
We have tried to educate vulnerable families without 
exclusion. Currently our schools are undergoing a process 
of training in Pedagogy of Jesus based on the Gospel. We 
aspire to a higher quality education, opting for the most 
needy, that values human beings and welcomes everyone 
with mercy. 

FIC APPRECIATION OF LIFE 
Bro. Cornelius is 60 years in FIC
On  August 15, Bro. Cornelius Joore celebrated 60 years 
of religious life with joy and surprise. His brothers and 
friends came together to thank God for his consecration 
and service in Chile. At the party he received an 
unexpected gift: the publication of his memoirs from the 
time he knew the FIC Brothers till the end of his initial 
formation. 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF BRO. WILLY´S DEATH 
On September 12, the first anniversary of Bro. Willy's 
demise was marked. Brothers and friends gathered in the 
cemetery to remember how he inspired us with his live 
and fraternal witness. 

ORIENTATION VISIT
The Chile province received with joy and anticipation 
Brothers Andrew Makocho from Malawi, Aloysius 
Porekuu from Ghana,  and Robertus Koencoro and 
Agustinus Suparno from Indonesia. They are going 
through a process of adaptation to the Chilean culture in 
the FIC community, in social life and also learning Spanish 
without which communication is a barrier for them at the 
beginning. They are attending the language classes and 
trying to practice it with the help of the community. 
Their coming is a challenge to the brothers to hope for 
more brothers in Chile. Their arrival has opened the 
doors for adaptation, patience and solidarity with one 
another, tolerance in living our fraternity which is a 
challenge among the Brothers. It challenges us to live the 
spirit of "Being of one heart and one soul”, in our cultural 
diversity which is ideal for our congregation.

PEDAGOGY OF JESUSPEDAGOGY OF JESUS
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A CelebraƟ on of FIC Jubilees in the Netherlands 
(15 August 2014).
LeŌ  to Right: Bros. Ton Kropman (50), Aloysio 
van den Broek (70), 
Kees Buitenhof (60), Mat Paulssen (60), Roelof 
van Grinsven (75), and 
Kees Gordijn (50).

Congregational Conference. 
(Malawi, 19 – 29 August 2014)
Standing from left to right: Bros. Diego, Guido, Seregeous, 
Andrew, Raphael, Wim Luiten, Remy, Martin Handoko, and 
Martin Dariyo.
In front: Bros. Theodorus and Francis Dwiyatno

First  Profession of Bros. Alexander Koomson 
and Linus Delle in the FIC Congregation
Theme: Lord Make Me a Servant Of Your Love.
The ceremony took place in the In-Service 
Training Centre Chapel in Ghana.
Congratulations Brothers!

  PICTURE NEWS  PICTURE NEWS

Bro. Martin H. and our student-b
hostel. They are studying at the 
Ghana. Bros. Martin Handoko 
canonical visitation to Ghana P
October 31, 2014.
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Final Profession in the CongregaƟ on 
of Brothers FIC in Indonesia Province. 
(MunƟ lan, July 2, 2014)
LeŌ  to Right: Bros. FA. Galih Sih H., 
ValenƟ nu s  Vembriyanto, MarƟ n Handoko 
(General Superior), YusƟ nus Juadi, and 
FlorenƟ us Widyo Rijanto.

Bro. Theo  giving a speech at a welcome recepƟ on  
of his working visit. He also accompanied four 
brothers who are on their orientaƟ on visit 
to Chile. His working visit to Chile was from 
October 1 to 16 October 2014.

The  four brothers who are on their orientaƟ on visit to Chile 
together with Cornelio and Diego (Provincial Superior). 
Photo is taken during Provincial Day, October 12, 2014.
LeŌ  to Right: Bros. Robertus (Indonesia), Aloysius 
(Ghana), Diego (Spain, Provincial Superior), Cornelio 
(The Netherlands), Andrew (Malawi), and AgusƟ nus 
(Indonesia)

brothers  sitting  in front of their 
Catholic University, Sunyani  in 
and Guido Sukarman were on 

Province from September 21 to 
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