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Brothers FIC

BROTHERS
OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY

(Fratrum Immaculatae Conceptionis
Beatae Mariae Virginis)
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Brief History

Mgr. Louis Rutten 
and 
Bro. Bernardus 
Hoecken

Our Congregation was founded in 1840 by Father Louis Rutten. This 
young priest felt the call to place his whole life and all his means in the 
service of the chris-tian education and formation of the young. His first 
concern was for the poor and the neglected youth in his native town 
Maastricht, where, at the time, the social conditions were extremely 
bad. 
In 1840 Bernardus Hoecken became the first superior of the Congre-
gation’s first community. He himself was then still a novice; his fellow-
brothers were aspirants. In 1842 he was among the first brothers who 
took their vows. For many years he guided the growing community, 
together with Father Rutten. Just like Father Rutten he felt an apostolic 
preference for christian education and formation. He strongly urges the 
brothers never to lose sight of the poor. 
Our Founders were committed people, filled with the Spirit of Jesus. 
They were seized by his person and his message. They sensed a voca-
tion and a mission to spread his Good News. 
At the request of the then Bishop of Wa, Peter Porekuu Dery, the first 
FIC brothers arrived in Kaleo near Wa in 1965, and in that same year 
the first Ghanaian brothers made their profession in the Congregation. 

Provinces
The Congregation has five Provinces:
The Netherlands (Europe) since 1840
Indonesia (Asia) since 1920
Chile (South America) since 1953
Malawi (East Africa) since 1962
Ghana (West Africa) since 1965
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Apostolate
As brothers we know ourselves to be called together 
and thus sent to continue the work of Jesus. 
He invites us to place ourselves 
completely in the service of his Kingdom. 
We try to do so in primary, JHSs, SHSs, Technical schools, 
Health service, and many other projects.

Prayer
Continuous concern for communal and personal prayer
is an essential part of our lives as religious. 
We intend to be people of prayer 
and to interlace our whole lives more and more 
with moments of prayer.
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From the FIC Constitutions

Called together and sent out

As brothers we know ourselves to be called together 
and thus sent out to continue the work of Jesus.

He went around doing good,
He was a witness to the truth,

He came to serve,
He came to redeem,

and he brought the liberating message of the Kingdom of God
as a message of love.

He invites us to place ourselves completely in the service 
of this Kingdom.

Unity in diversity

We are one Congregation,
but we do not bind one another to rigid uniformity.

Persons, communities, and provinces differ from each other.
Provided this diversity is put into practice in the right way,

it has a deepening and enriching effect.
Diversity need not harm our unity.

In all diversity we can continue to form a strong community 
and remain recognisable as brothers of another,
as members of one and the same Congregation.
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From the FIC Constitutions

As brothers

As brothers in the Congregation 
we fully commit ourselves 

to the service of God
and the coming of his Kingdom.

In love we consecrate ourselves to him who is Love.
And in him we consecrate ourselves 

to one another 
and to all people.

We try to express this consecration in our whole lives.
We do this in the spirit of the Gospel by

committing ourselves under vows to
evangelical obedience,

poverty,
and celibacy

for the sake of the Kingdom of God.



6

Formation

We run a four-stage formation programme for those who
would like to become our fellow brothers:

1.	 First stage is a 3-month Residential Aspirancy programme in Ghana.

2.	 Second stage is an 18-month Pre-novitiate in Malawi Province.

3.	 Third stage is a 12-month Canonical novitiate in Tamale.

4.	 Fourth stage is a 12-month Apostolic year novitiate of which 9 
months are used to study theology at the Pastoral and Social Insti-
tute (PSI), Wa.

Profession

At our profession we respond to what we experience as God’s invitation 
and we bind ourselves as brothers to the evangelical ideal of this Con-
gregation and to the FIC rules as they are set down in our Constitutions. 
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Communities
FIC in Ghana

Kaleo Community- 1965
Nandom Community - 1967
Tumu Community - 1968
St Louis Community, Wa - 1976
Accra Community - 1989
Damongo Community - 1990
Zebilla Community - 1996
St Vincent de Paul Cty Tamale - 2005
Sunyani Community - 2007
Bole Community - 2009
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Are you interested?

In the spirit of our founders we, as a Congregation, find our apos-
tolic task to be in the field of Education, Formation and Teaching. 
However, we are open to the signs of the times. Therefore we are 
also engaged in other fields of apostolate.

If you feel called to live and share this mission of our Lord Jesus 
Christ through the Brothers of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (FIC), you are welcome to contact us through 
the following Addresses:

The Aspirancy Co-ordinator,
Brothers FIC,
St Vincent de Paul Community,
P O Box 145 Edu. Rridge, Tamale.

Email: gficaspirancy@yahoo.com
Tel. 0208987559; 0242241254.

The Provincial Council,
Brothers FIC,
P O Box 229, Wa.
Land Tel: 0392022424 or
0392022575.


