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Herewith we present to you the secondissueof IGCin 2017, which
will inform you about the following:
* The Brother within the Church-communion (2)

* News from The Netherlands: Suppression of Province The
Netherlands and Canonical Visitation The Netherlands

* News from Province Indonesia:
Retreat FIC Journey Participants 2017

* Multi-day Meeting General Council

* FIC Photo Book on CD

* Yearbook 2017

* Brothers who left the Congregation in 2016
* In Memoriam: Bro. Humbertus Willemsen

* Specia Birthdays in the coming months
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The Brother within the Church-communion (2)

NNa o) — Thesourceof_ themystery
. of communion of the

Church asPeopleof God
istheTrinity, thecommu-
nion of the Son with the
Father and the gift of the
Holy Spirit. Thiscommu-
nionisthe model, source
and goal of the commu-
nion of Christians with
Christ, and the life and
mission of theReligiousBrother isfound within thiscommunion. The
Brother degpensfraternal communion through common lifeand ministry
as hisway of being in relationship outside the community. Sustained
by the core experience of his vocation, that of experiencing himself
with Jesusasabel oved son of theFather, helivesthe new commandment
of the Lord asthe centre of hislife and asthe first commitment of his
religious consecration.

FNCIAiE- We receive

TheReligiousBrother isaware of himself asabrother of the Christian
people and hears within himself the Lord's call, "I have chosen you
as a covenant of the people" (Is 42:6). This call gives meaning to
everything that he lives and does. The call converts him and makes
him a prophet among his Brothers, and, by virtue of it, he lives his
consecration in amissionary and evangelizing community.

"l especialy ask Christians in communities throughout the world to
offer a radiant and attractive witness of fraternal communion. Let
everyoneadmirehow you carefor oneanother, and how you encourage
and accompany one another: "It is by your love of one another that
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everyone will recognize that you are my disciples’ (Jn 13:35)". This
petition of Pope Francisto the entire Christian people highlights the
specia place of Brotherhood.

Brotherhood is asource of strength for the mission, but it relies upon
another force: theHoly Spirit. Thenarrativeof the Actsof the Apostles
showsushow thecommunity of disciplesbecomesincreasingly aware
that fraternity and mission require each other, and that both are devel oped
by the prompting or demand of the Spirit. Thisisthe dynamicthat is
established: the cultivation of brotherhood creates a greater sense of
mission, and the development of the mission produces brotherhood.

News from the Netherlands
Suppression of Province The Netherlands

TheGenerd Superior, in accordancewith article 148 of our Congtitutions,
has suppressed the Dutch FIC province per 31March 2017. From this
dateonward the FIC Brothersin TheNetherlandswill form aReligious
House under the ultimate responsibility of the General Council. This
decision was arrived at during the GC meeting of 27 and 28 March
2017 after serious consideration of the following:

1) The situation of the FIC Brothersin the Netherlands is specia in
the sense that they are advanced in age and becoming fewer in
number. Asaresult of thisvulnerability, there are hardly brothers
available anymore for leadership functions.

2) Members of the Dutch Provincial Chapter 2012 at their special
meeting of 7 February 2017 concluded that the suppression of the
Dutch province isthe only realistic possibility.

3) TheProvincia Council of TheNetherlandsinaletter dated 9 March
2017 officially requested the General Council to suppress the
Province.
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Even though the responsibility for the Religious House of The
Netherlandsisnow directly under theauthority of the General Council,
aninterimgoverningteam called"ReligiousHouse Council" hasbeen
formed to take care of the smooth transition of the Province into an
appropriate ReligiousHouse. The ReligiousHouse Council will consist
of the following persons: Bro. Guido Sukarman, Bro. Frans Schooal,
Bro. Wim Luiten, Bro. Ton van Baaren, Mr. Theo de Groot and Mr.
L éonHuybregts. They will function under acoordinator whowill oversee
the smooth functioning of the council. This appointment lasts until
December 2018.

fromlefttoright: Bro. Guido Sukarman, Mr. TheodeGroot, Bro. FransSchooal,
Bro. Wim Luiten, Bro. Ton van Baaren and Mr. Léon Huybregts

Thisal so meansthat the present Provincial Council of TheNetherlands
is automatically dissolved. The GC believes that in the prevailing
circumstances, thisdecision providestheonly practical way of sustaining
thespirit of servicetothebrothersin TheNetherlandsand will eventually
contribute to their well-being and happiness.

o

Outgoing PCN, fromlefttoright: Bros. WimLuiten, KeesGordijnand Frans
Turkenburg

Canonical Visitation The Netherlands

The General Council will pay acanonical visit to the brothersin The
Netherlands from 30 May until 17 June 2017. Asyou al know, the
number of brothersin TheNetherlandsisdecliningand asaresult, some
changesareinevitable. Notableamong these changesisthe suppression
of three communitiesin De Beyart namely Ludovicus, Overkant and
Xaverius, and theestablishment of onesinglecommunity: the Bernardus
Community, which now houses 30 brothersand one associ ated member.
Theother communitiesoutside De Beyart are: M aastricht-Capucijnen-
gang, Maastricht-PrinsBisschopsingd , Maastricht-Emmaus, The Hague,
Vlaardingen and Halfweg. Some brothers are living apart from their
community.

Duringthisvisitationthe General Council wouldliketofocusongiving
hope and encouragement to the brothers. Thusthetheme"When| am
weak, then| am strong” (cf. 2Cor.12:10) isin linewith the prevailing
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situation and will engage all the GC members. The content of this
visitationin each community includesaPrayer Serviceat thebeginning,
giving thebrothersthe opportunity to talk with thevisitorsand having
acommunity gathering during whichthevisitorswill giveinformation
about the current situation of the brothersin The Netherlandsand the
general situation of the provincesin diaspora. At the sametimethere
will be an opportunity for dialogue and sharing.

- News from the Province Indonesia

‘ Retreat F1C Journey Participants 2017

Participantsof the FIC Journey 2017 had aspecial retreat from February
13-19, 2017 at “Khalwat House Roncalli” in Salatiga. The focus of
their retreat was on the first stage of the spiritual exercises, namely
“Compass’. On this stage the participants were asked to deepen and
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become more aware of the great happeningsin life so far in the areas
of personal, spiritual, apostolic, community life and relationships:
happenings to be proud of and grateful for.

They also were asked to identify their personal assetg/gifts, what is
great about them, the abundance of blessings they already have and
all that arousesthefedling of gratitude. Besidethat they werea so asked
to identify important lessons learned in life so far, identifying what
thingsthey want to stop doi ng and what thingsthey want to keep doing,
thus determining the “ specific direction or intentions” of thejourney.

Through reflections, prayers, meditations and other exercises given
by Fr.Y ohanes Sulistiyanto M SF, the partici pantsbecamemoreaware
of themselvesasreligiousBrothersFIC with al thingswhich affected
their personalitiesand their livesin general. Fr. Y ohanesinvited them
to discover their backgrounds, especialy their family and childhood
life which have impacted both positively and negatively on their
personalities, characteristics, and attitudes. They becamemoreaware
of their strengths and weaknesses, consistencies and inconsistencies
intheir lives, and the thingsthat draw them closer to God as Brothers
FIC.

Thejourney participantswerevery happy with the processand theresult
of theretreat. They found somethingimportantintheir livesto appreciate
moreandlovemore. They realized they haveto deal with somenegative
experiencesof their pastlifein order to become happy and truebrothers.
They will bring what they have discovered during thisretreat to their
gathering with the animators of the FIC Journey, namely Bros. Petrus
Anjar Trihartono and Michael Sidharta sometimein April 2017.
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Multi-day M eeting General Council

From 27-28 March 2017 the GC held itsfirst multi-day meeting of the
year in Wahlwiller. A number of events planned for the year engaged
our attention. Among thesignificant onesweattended toisthe planned
canonicd visitationto thebrothersin The Netherlands, scheduled from
30 May to 17 June 2017. The visitation which has the theme "When
I amweak, then| amstrong”, will engageall four GC members. It has
aso beenarranged that Bro. Raphael Besigrineewill bepayingaworking
visit to the province of Malawi from 4-19 July.

One mgjor event is the yearly Congregational Conference which is
scheduled to take place in Chile from 1-11 October 2017. After this
encounter, the Genera Superior, BroMartinusHandoko, and Bro. Guido
Sukarmanwill spend seven moredaysfor acanonical visitation of the
brothers in the province.
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Other international gatherings that received our attention include the
Oasisgathering organi zed from 20 August to 17 September in M aastricht,
the Apostolic Congressin January 2018 in Indonesiaand the General
Chapter 2018in Denekamp, The Netherlands. Thedistant preparations
for these gatherings received detailed and tangible updates.

Our collaboration with other religious congregationsremainimportant
to us. On this note we scheduled and drew an agenda for a meeting
with the Brothers CMM on 21 April 2017 at Prins Bisschopsingel in
Maastricht.

Thetwo-day meeting wasvery rewarding asit enabled usto concretize
plans for the rest of the year and beyond.

FIC Photo Book on CD

Intheframework of the FIC JubileeY ear in 2015, anew printed edition
of the FIC Photo Book was published. We have this year opted for a
digital versiononaCD. ThisCD containsthephotographsof all living
brothers, grouped per province, an a phabetical list of religious/baptisma

names and an up-to-date calendar of deceased brothersand birthdays.
Weprovidedall the Provincial Councilswith acopy of thisPhoto CD.
If you would like to have a persona copy, you can contact your
Provincial Council.

Y earbook 2017

Unfortunately, inthe Y earbook 2017 amistake hasbeen made. On page
21 (Provincia Council Ghana), brother Clement Nangpiireisstill listed
asProvincid Councillor. However, brother Clement got the opportunity



-11-

to go for astudy PhD in Marketing and Strategy at the University of
Minho, Bragain Portugal, for 3 years.

On 1 March 2016, brother Felicio Gyeyir has been appointed as
Provincia Councillor, to replacebrother Clement. Weoffer our gpologies
for this mistake.

Brotherswho left the Congregation in 2016

After seriousreflectionthefollowing two perpetually professed brothers
inIndonesiadecidedto | eavethebrotherhood and chooseancther state
of life:

- Markus Y ulianto

- Ignatius Wakidi.

On the advice of the Provincial Council of Indonesia the temporary
professed brother AlbertusMahatmahasal so | eft the FIC Congregation.

Wethank all threefor their contributionsto our Congregationand wish
them well in their future life.

In Memoriam
Brother Humbertus Willemsen FIC

Hewasbornin Abcoudeon December 31, 1923.
He committed himself to the FIC Congregation
by making his vows on August 15, 1945.

He passed away on February 10, 2017, in the
residential care centre De Beyart in Maastricht.

-12-

SPECIAL
BIRTHDAYS

April

03 Javier Solis Urbano (50) - Talca-San Luis

05 Herman Yoseph Sagiman Seno Susilo (75) - Ambarawa

10 Ger Verwer (70) - Samenklank, Begeleid wonen,
Hongarenburg 246, 2591 XH Den Haag, The Netherlands

12 Mateus Sukirdjan (80) - Muntilan-Postulate

29 Grégoire de Wit (95) - Maastricht-Bernardus

May

10 Bepvan Eijden-van Leersum(75) - Groenvan Prinstererlaan 326,
2555 HZ Den Haag, The Netherlands

16 Ted van der Geest (80) - Vlaardingen

17 Albertus Samet (50) - Semarang-Wisma Bernardus

17 Paskalis Puryoko (50) - Tanjung

18 Anton Hadiwardaya (75) - Semarang-Wisma Bernardus

June

05 Patricio Guentelican Pérez (50 ) - Talca-San Antonio
06 Marcelinus Senen (65 ) - Tumbang Titi

14 Alfred Fest (80 ) - Maastricht-Bernardus

July

04 Mark Adamah Angdirayiri (60 ) - Bethel-Provincial House
08 Henry Surnye (60 ) - Accra

15 Joanes Warisa Pudjasusanta (70 ) - Muntilan-JIn.Kartini



