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Herewith we present to you the second issue of IGC in 2017, which
will inform you about the following:

* The Brother within the Church-communion (2)

* News from The Netherlands: Suppression of Province The
Netherlands and Canonical Visitation The Netherlands

* News from Province Indonesia:
Retreat FIC Journey Participants 2017

* Multi-day Meeting General Council

* FIC Photo Book on CD

* Yearbook 2017

* Brothers who left the Congregation in 2016

* In Memoriam: Bro. Humbertus Willemsen

* Special Birthdays in the coming months

mailto:gencouncil@brothers-fic.org
http://www.brothers-fic.org


- 3 -

The Brother within the Church-communion (2)

The source of the mystery
of communion of the
Church as People of God
is the Trinity, the commu-
nion of the Son with the
Father and the gift of the
Holy Spirit. This commu-
nion is the model, source
and goal of the commu-
nion of Christians with
Christ, and the life and

mission of the Religious Brother is found within this communion. The
Brother deepens fraternal communion through common life and ministry
as his way of being in relationship outside the community. Sustained
by the core experience of his vocation, that of experiencing himself
with Jesus as a beloved son of the Father, he lives the new commandment
of the Lord as the centre of his life and as the first commitment of his
religious consecration.

The Religious Brother is aware of himself as a brother of the Christian
people and hears within himself the Lord's call, "I have chosen you
as a covenant of the people" (Is 42:6). This call gives meaning to
everything that he lives and does. The call converts him and makes
him a prophet among his Brothers, and, by virtue of it, he lives his
consecration in a missionary and evangelizing community.

"I especially ask Christians in communities throughout the world to
offer a radiant and attractive witness of fraternal communion. Let
everyone admire how you care for one another, and how you encourage
and accompany one another: "It is by your love of one another that
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everyone will recognize that you are my disciples" (Jn 13:35)". This
petition of Pope Francis to the entire Christian people highlights the
special place of Brotherhood.

Brotherhood is a source of strength for the mission, but it relies upon
another force: the Holy Spirit. The narrative of the Acts of the Apostles
shows us how the community of disciples becomes increasingly aware
that fraternity and mission require each other, and that both are developed
by the prompting or demand of the Spirit. This is the dynamic that is
established: the cultivation of brotherhood creates a greater sense of
mission, and the development of the mission produces brotherhood.

News from the Netherlands
Suppression of Province The Netherlands

The General Superior, in accordance with article 148 of our Constitutions,
has suppressed the Dutch FIC province per 31March 2017. From this
date onward the FIC Brothers in The Netherlands will form a Religious
House under the ultimate responsibility of the General Council. This
decision was arrived at during the GC meeting of 27 and 28 March
2017 after serious consideration of the following:
1) The situation of the FIC Brothers in the Netherlands is special in

the sense that they are advanced in age and becoming fewer in
number. As a result of this vulnerability, there are hardly brothers
available anymore for leadership functions.

2) Members of the Dutch Provincial Chapter 2012 at their special
meeting of 7 February 2017 concluded that the suppression of the
Dutch province is the only realistic possibility.

3) The Provincial Council of The Netherlands in a letter dated 9 March
2017 officially requested the General Council to suppress the
Province.
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Even though the responsibility for the Religious House of The
Netherlands is now directly under the authority of the General Council,
an interim governing team called "Religious House Council" has been
formed to take care of the smooth transition of the Province into an
appropriate Religious House. The Religious House Council will consist
of the following persons: Bro. Guido Sukarman, Bro. Frans School,
Bro. Wim Luiten, Bro. Ton van Baaren, Mr. Theo de Groot and Mr.
Léon Huybregts. They will function under a coordinator who will oversee
the smooth functioning of the council. This appointment lasts until
December 2018.

from left to right: Bro. Guido Sukarman, Mr. Theo de Groot, Bro. Frans School,
Bro. Wim Luiten, Bro. Ton van Baaren and Mr. Léon Huybregts

This also means that the present Provincial Council of The Netherlands
is automatically dissolved. The GC believes that in the prevailing
circumstances, this decision provides the only practical way of sustaining
the spirit of service to the brothers in The Netherlands and will eventually
contribute to their well-being and happiness.
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Outgoing PCN, from left to right: Bros. Wim Luiten, Kees Gordijn and Frans
Turkenburg

Canonical Visitation The Netherlands

The General Council will pay a canonical visit to the brothers in The
Netherlands from 30 May until 17 June 2017. As you all know, the
number of brothers in The Netherlands is declining and as a result, some
changes are inevitable. Notable among these changes is the suppression
of three communities in De Beyart namely Ludovicus, Overkant and
Xaverius,  and the establishment of one single community: the Bernardus
Community, which now houses 30 brothers and one associated member.
The other communities outside De Beyart are: Maastricht-Capucijnen-
gang, Maastricht-Prins Bisschopsingel, Maastricht-Emmaus, The Hague,
Vlaardingen and Halfweg. Some brothers are living apart from their
community.

During this visitation the General Council would like to focus on giving
hope and encouragement to the brothers. Thus the theme "When I am
weak, then I am strong" (cf. 2Cor.12:10) is in line with the prevailing
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situation and will engage all the GC members. The content of this
visitation in each community includes a Prayer Service at the beginning,
giving the brothers the opportunity to talk with the visitors and having
a community gathering during which the visitors will give information
about the current situation of the brothers in The Netherlands and the
general situation of the provinces in diaspora. At the same time there
will be an opportunity for dialogue and sharing.

 News from the Province Indonesia
 Retreat FIC Journey Participants 2017

Participants of the FIC Journey 2017 had a special retreat from February
13-19, 2017 at “Khalwat House Roncalli” in Salatiga. The focus of
their retreat was on the first stage of the spiritual exercises, namely
“Compass”. On this stage the participants were asked to deepen and
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become more aware of the great happenings in life so far in the areas
of personal, spiritual, apostolic, community life and relationships:
happenings to be proud of and grateful for.

They also were asked to identify their personal assets/gifts, what is
great about them, the abundance of blessings they already have and
all that arouses the feeling of gratitude. Beside that they were also asked
to identify important lessons learned in life so far, identifying what
things they want to stop doing and what things they want to keep doing,
thus determining the “specific direction or intentions” of the journey.

Through reflections, prayers, meditations and other exercises given
by Fr. Yohanes Sulistiyanto MSF, the participants became more aware
of themselves as religious Brothers FIC with all things which affected
their personalities and their lives in general. Fr. Yohanes invited them
to discover their backgrounds, especially their family and childhood
life which have impacted both positively and negatively on their
personalities, characteristics, and attitudes. They became more aware
of their strengths and weaknesses, consistencies and inconsistencies
in their lives, and the things that draw them closer to God as Brothers
FIC.

The journey participants were very happy with the process and the result
of the retreat. They found something important in their lives to appreciate
more and love more. They realized they have to deal with some negative
experiences of their past life in order to become happy and true brothers.
They will bring what they have discovered during this retreat to their
gathering with the animators of the FIC Journey, namely Bros. Petrus
Anjar Trihartono and Michael Sidharta sometime in April 2017.
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Multi-day Meeting General Council

From 27-28 March 2017 the GC held its first multi-day meeting of the
year in Wahlwiller. A number of events planned for the year engaged
our attention. Among the significant ones we attended to is the planned
canonical visitation to the brothers in The Netherlands, scheduled from
30 May to 17 June 2017. The visitation which has the theme "When
I am weak, then I am strong", will engage all four GC members. It has
also been arranged that Bro. Raphael Besigrinee will be paying a working
visit to the province of Malawi from 4-19 July.

One major event is the yearly Congregational Conference which is
scheduled to take place in Chile from 1-11 October 2017. After this
encounter, the General Superior, Bro Martinus Handoko, and Bro. Guido
Sukarman will spend seven more days for a canonical visitation of the
brothers in the province.
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Other international gatherings that received our attention include the
Oasis gathering organized from 20 August to 17 September in Maastricht,
the Apostolic Congress in January 2018 in Indonesia and the General
Chapter 2018 in Denekamp, The Netherlands. The distant preparations
for these gatherings received detailed and tangible updates.

Our collaboration with other religious congregations remain important
to us. On this note we scheduled and drew an agenda for a meeting
with the Brothers CMM on 21 April 2017 at Prins Bisschopsingel in
Maastricht.

The two-day meeting was very rewarding as it enabled us to concretize
plans for the rest of the year and beyond.

FIC Photo Book on CD

In the framework of the FIC Jubilee Year in 2015, a new printed edition
of the FIC Photo Book was published. We have this year opted for a
digital version on a CD. This CD contains the photographs of all living
brothers, grouped per province, an alphabetical list of religious /baptismal
names and an up-to-date calendar of deceased brothers and birthdays.
We provided all the Provincial Councils with a copy of this Photo CD.
If you would like to have a personal copy, you can contact your
Provincial Council.

Yearbook 2017

Unfortunately, in the Yearbook 2017 a mistake has been made. On page
21 (Provincial Council Ghana), brother Clement Nangpiire is still listed
as Provincial Councillor. However, brother Clement got the opportunity



- 11 -

to go for a study PhD in Marketing and Strategy at the University of
Minho, Braga in Portugal, for 3 years.
On 1 March 2016, brother Felicio Gyeyir has been appointed as
Provincial Councillor, to replace brother Clement. We offer our apologies
for this mistake.

Brothers who left the Congregation in 2016

After serious reflection the following two perpetually professed brothers
in Indonesia decided to leave the brotherhood and choose another state
of life:
- Markus Yulianto
- Ignatius Wakidi.
On the advice of the Provincial Council of Indonesia the temporary
professed brother Albertus Mahatma has also left the FIC Congregation.

We thank all three for their contributions to our Congregation and wish
them well in their future life.

In Memoriam

Brother Humbertus Willemsen FIC

He was born in Abcoude on December 31, 1923.
He committed himself to the FIC Congregation
by making his vows on August 15, 1945.
He passed away on February 10, 2017, in the
residential care centre De Beyart in Maastricht.
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S P E C I A L
B I R T H D A Y S

April
03 Javier Solís Urbano (50) - Talca-San Luis
05 Herman Yoseph Sagiman Seno Susilo (75) - Ambarawa
10 Ger Verwer (70) - Samenklank, Begeleid wonen, 

Hongarenburg 246, 2591 XH Den Haag, The Netherlands 
12 Mateus Sukirdjan (80) - Muntilan-Postulate
29 Grégoire de Wit (95) - Maastricht-Bernardus

May
10 Bep van Eijden-van Leersum (75) - Groen van Prinstererlaan 326,

2555 HZ  Den Haag, The Netherlands
16 Ted van der Geest (80) - Vlaardingen
17 Albertus Slamet (50) - Semarang-Wisma Bernardus
17 Paskalis Puryoko (50) - Tanjung
18 Anton Hadiwardaya (75) - Semarang-Wisma Bernardus

June
05 Patricio Guentelican Pérez (50 ) - Talca-San Antonio
06 Marcelinus Senen (65 ) - Tumbang Titi
14 Alfred Fest (80 ) - Maastricht-Bernardus

July
04 Mark Adamah Angdirayiri (60 ) - Bethel-Provincial House
08 Henry Surnye (60 ) - Accra
15 Joanes Warisa Pudjasusanta (70 ) - Muntilan-Jln.Kartini


