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Herewith we present to you the third issue of IGC in 2016, which
will inform you about the following:

* Mercy: foundation of the Church’s life

* Joint Meeting FIC - CB Sisters

* FIC Jubilees July/August/September  2016

* News from Provinces: Ghana, Malawi and The Netherlands

* Meeting General Superiors (USG)

* Special Birthdays in the coming months

mailto:gencouncil@brothers-fic.org
http://www.brothers-fic.org
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Mercy: foundation of the Church’s life

Mercy is the very foundation of
the Church’s life. All of her pasto-
ral activities are caught up in the
tenderness she makes present to
believers; nothing in her preach-
ing and in her witness to the world
can be lacking in mercy. The
Church’s very credibility is seen

in how she shows merciful and compassionate love to many, especially
the most vulnerable. The Church “has an endless desire to show mercy”.
Without a witness to mercy, life becomes fruitless and sterile. Wherever
the Church is present, the mercy of the Father must be made evident.
In our parishes, communities, associations and movements, in fact,
wherever there are Christians, everyone should find an oasis of mercy.

During this holy year, it is time for the Church to take up the joyful
call to mercy once more. It is time to return to the basics and to bear
the weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and sisters. Mercy is the
force that re-awakens us to new life and instills in us the courage to
look to the future with hope. “Be merciful just as your Father is merciful”
(Lk 6:36). In order to be capable of mercy, we must first of all dispose
ourselves to listen to the Word of God. This means rediscovering the
value of silence in order to meditate on the Word that comes to us. In
this way, it will be possible to contemplate God’s mercy and adopt it
as our lifestyle.

The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in this Holy Year, because
it represents the journey each of us makes in this life. Life itself is a
pilgrimage, and the human being is a pilgrim travelling along the road,
making his way to the desired destination. Similarly, to reach the Holy
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Door in Rome or in any other place in the world, everyone, each
according to his or her ability, will have to make a pilgrimage. This
will be a sign that mercy is also a goal to reach and requires dedication
and sacrifice. May pilgrimage be an impetus to conversion: by crossing
the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the strength to embrace
God’s mercy and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others as
the Father has been with us.

The Lord Jesus shows us the steps of the pilgrimage to attain our goal:
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not
be condemned” (Lk 6:37-38). Human beings, whenever they judge,
look no farther than the surface, whereas the Father looks into the very
depths of the soul. How much harm words do when they are motivated
by feelings of jealousy and envy! To speak ill of others puts them in
a bad light, undermines their reputation and leaves them prey to the
whims of gossip. To refrain from judgment and condemnation means,
in a positive sense, to know how to accept the good in every person
and to spare him any suffering that might be caused by our partial
judgment. But this is still not sufficient to express mercy. Jesus asks
us also to forgive and to give; to be instruments of mercy because it
was we who first received mercy from God.

Joint Meeting FIC - CB Sisters

The General Council held a meeting with the General Board of the Sisters
CB on 19 May 2016 in the Motherhouse of the CB Sisters, Onder de
Bogen. The meeting provided a forum for both councils to share mutually
on a wide range of activities in areas of leadership, policy development
and work experiences. The sisters' sharing included the following:
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Visitations: The General Board of the CB Sisters is planning a visitation
to the East Indonesia Region which has 10 communities and the
Philippines Region with 9 communities. The visitation which is scheduled
from August ending till the end of November 2016 has the theme:
"Weaving Global Solidarity for life in the Spirit of Humanity, Joy and
Simplicity". The aims of the visitation are to listen to the experiences
of the Sisters, inspire a process of discernment on choosing their leaders
and to attend the Regional Chapters of the two regions.

International Meeting: A General Consultative Body Meeting was held
in the community of CB Sisters in Maastricht from 1 to 28 September
2015. The participants were fifteen and consisted of Provincial, Regional
and Unit Superiors of the CB Congregation. The main objective of this
meeting was to prepare for their General Chapter in 2017 and look
critically at issues related to governance of some of their unit areas
such as Vietnam and Timor Leste. The meeting also created a forum
for delegates to share experiences regarding their mission activities
and also served as an on-going formation for them as leaders.
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The Sisters have developed a "Multi cross-cultural Leadership Formation
Program" for their members to prepare them for intra-congregational
leadership roles and ministry in the future. The three-month program
also aims at providing an opportunity for an enriching multi-cross-
cultural community life experience, strengthening their spirit of
internationality and instilling in them a strong sense of leadership. This
year, the program, which took place in the Philippines, started from
27 January and ended on 2 May 2016. Workshops, discussions and
presentations were centred on leadership, community and  conflict
management, among others. It was evaluated as very enriching and
refreshing.

In April 2016, a workshop on "Financial Administration" was held in
the Region of Tanzania for treasurers of the CB communities and those
in charge of income generating activities. This workshop became
necessary because the Sisters needed to understand the current financial
management system which is based on "financial openness" and a
standardized budgeting and reporting.
The sisters CB are also preparing for their General Chapter scheduled
to take place from 17 July to 6 August 2017. A preparatory committee
has been set up to assist the General Board to prepare for the event.
The tasks of the committee are to collate opinions and topics from the
Sisters, organize recollections and prayers as ways of preparing toward
the Chapter.

Mission in Vietnam: The Sisters' mission in Vietnam started in 2005,
and by 2008, the first group of candidates were accepted into postulancy.
The Catholic faith is very strong and the people  appreciate religious
life very much. Every year 5-10 young girls avail themselves for
formation. The Sisters want to start a kindergarten and health care
apostolate here. After about 10 years in the country, they are blessed
with nine young sisters.
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FIC on their part had three issues to share. The FIC General Conference
which was held in Ghana from 1 to 13 November 2015 was given
attention. It was attended by the members of the General Council and
Provincial Superiors plus one or two representatives of each province.
In all, there were 17 participants from all five provinces. The theme
of the  Conference was “Living Consecrated Life through Mission”
and dealt mainly with the resolutions of the General Chapter 2012.

Another issue FIC reported on was the meeting of FIC formators. This
meeting is being organized in combination with the yearly Congrega-
tional Conference scheduled to take place in Indonesia from 24 July
to 5 August 2016. A number of issues related to formation will be
discussed in a combined session.  Apart from sharing their experiences,
the formators, on their part, have a special task of formulating a core
curriculum for our initial formation. The Congregational Conference
on the other hand will focus on the resolutions of the General Chapter
2012.

While the General Chapter of the CB Sisters is only a year away, that
of FIC is coming exactly a year after theirs. Preparation for the FIC
General Chapter was also given attention during this meeting. It will
take place in The Netherlands from 5 to 25 August 2018 at Denekamp.
Plans are yet be to finalized regarding the theme and the number of
delegates.

The meeting was held in a relaxed and cordial atmosphere. Each side
felt supported by the other in our common mission of realizing our ideals
and providing the best spiritual and material needs of our members.
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FIC Jubilees July 2016 (in Indonesia)

60 years 02 July 2016 25 years

Marcellius Sukardiyanto Gregorius Bambang N.

FIC Jubilees August 2016 (in The Netherlands)

80 years         15 August 2016 75 years

Avellinus Janssens Grégoire de Wit
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15 August 2016  -  70 years

Resignatus Geertjens

Joop Maas

15 August 2016  -  65 years

Gerard Hermans Harry Lausberg Diomedes Marx

Crispinianus Mooren     Lex Weiler  Kees Zonneveld
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15 August 2016  -  60 years

Roland Heeren Jos Straates Gait Welling

FIC Jubilees September 2016 (in Ghana)

15 September 2016  -  50 years

Denis Dery Jerome Konbual
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Peter Saatuo

     Nicholas Yangtibr

15 September 2016  -  40 years

Michael Lugnaah

Gregory Tang

14 September 2016  -  25 years

Patrick Binneh

Alpitio Kog
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News from Provinces

GHANA: ENCOUNTER OF THE TEMPORARY PROFESSED
BROTHERS (TPBS)

The TPBs of the Ghana Province had their weekend
encounter from 20th-21st May, 2016 at St. Louis
Community. In attendance were Bros. John Bosco
Miilu, Francis Sarfo, Aaron Nee-eru, Joseph Kyoore,

Nimorious Ganee, Alexander Koomson, Linus Delle and Irenius
Nimbare.

The encounter proper started on Saturday 21st May, 2016 at 8:20am
with a prayer service organized and led by the Coordinator of the TPBs,
Bro. Felicio Gyeyir in the St. Louis Chapel. He prayed that in all their
encounters, the TPBs may remember and keep the words of Fr. Racquet
that: “we meet others on our own level. If we live on the surface, we
will reach others only superficially. If we dwell in the depths, we will
reach others in depths where Christ in us attains Christ in them”.
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After the prayer-service, the encounter was officially opened at 8:30am
with words of welcome by the Coordinator. The first item on the agenda
of the day was sharing of personal experiences. It was inspiring and
encouraging to hear that our TPBs are happy amidst the challenges
of their community living. However, when asked to share the sad,
discouraging and frustrating experiences, some shared various levels
of frustrations and discouragements, others said they were yet to face
challenges. This moment of sharing brought relief to the TPBs who
are burdened with unpleasant experiences.

The group went for coffee break at 10:45am and reconvened at 11:30
for a talk on the topic: “The demands of integrating studies with
apostolate” delivered by Bro. Fabian Bezel. He said studies and
apostolate have symbiotic relations. He enumerated the following as
benefits of being a religious who integrates studies with apostolate.
There is employment security, regular promotion, salary upgrading
and financial security to the Congregation. The challenges of this
integration also include time pressure, stress, maladjustment, bereavement
(lost of a person or a thing that was valued) and financial insecurity
to the individual. The speaker concluded by saying that it is safer to
combine apostolate with studies.

The afternoon section commenced at 3:30pm with an input from Bro.
Felicio Gyeyir on the topic “Maturity in Religious Life”. He focused
on the mature brother as a full time builder of the Kingdom of God.
As such, the mature religious must have a sense of belonging to the
larger Church community and society with a common aim. He further
said a person can be said to be a mature religious if he displays certain
closeness to his community members and consciously seek that oneness
of heart of the first Christian community in their own communities.
It was a fruitful encounter.

Reported by Bro. Irenius Nimbare
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MALAWI: FORMATION

"Whoever feels a vocation to share our life must go
through a preparatory period before admission into
the novitiate. During this preparatory period, he has
the opportunity to become better acquainted with the
congregation, and the congregation has the opportunity

to come to know him" (Constitutions, art. 101). God continues to inspire
young people to answer His call in the FIC Congregation. On February
6, 2016, five young men were received into the pre-novitiate in Mzedi
formation house community in Malawi. Their names are Chancy Mfune,
Mike Mbato,  Francis Limbulo, Moses Mgunda and Cornelius Kanjokah-
Finye. 

In a special prayer service with the theme  “Bend my will to your will,
Lord”, the Provincial Superior, Bro. Martinus Dariyo gave a reflection
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on the Gospel text chosen for the occasion, namely Matthew 14: 25-33,
in addition to some pieces of advice to the young men. He also presented
each of them with a Bible, breviary and a daily missal to enable them
strengthen their prayer life as they try to model their life on Jesus Christ
during their journey to brotherhood. As an expression of their willingness
to embark on this journey, the pre-novices took turns in sharing their
vocation stories which they connected to some specially chosen Bible
texts.

Bro. Stanslao Finye is charged with the responsibility of guiding the
pre-novices. In the provincial newsletter of  10 April 2016, Bro. Dariyo
observed how demanding the work of formation is and emphasized
that it requires a lot of effort and responsibility. He called on all brothers
to give moral support to the brothers in the Formation Community.

Meanwhile the Malawi Province has started their own canonical year
novitiate program. It took off on 8 September 2015, with the acceptance
of Mac Joe Mnthemwe into the canonical novitiate in Mzedi. Previously,
their novices were trained in Ghana. Bro. Thomas Edison is in charge
of the Canonical year Novitiate.

THE NETHERLANDS: 
CELEBRATION BRO. AVELLINUS 100 YEARS

On Friday 6 May 2016 there was a very special
celebration at The Beyart in Maastricht. Bro.
Avellinus Janssens, as the first brother in our FIC
history, reached the age of 100 years. Brothers,

associated members, guests and residents of The Beyart came together
to celebrate this memorable occasion.
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The celebration started with a solemn Eucharist in the chapel of The
Beyart. The celebrant was the Dean of Amsterdam, Fr. Ambro Bakker
SMA. Mr. Léon Huybregts, chairman of the local council, welcomed
Bro. Avellinus and all those present in a cordial way. Bro. Gerard
Hermans directed the Scola Cantorum and the whole congregation in
the opening song “The day opens itself for the Word of the Lord”. Mrs.
Corrie Dam, the organist of The Beyart, played the organ and her
husband, Mr. Ynze Dam, the tenor violin. Together they played classical
music during the intermezzi. In his opening word Fr. Bakker SMA
mentioned the great merits of Bro. Avellinus during all those years
that he has lived in Amsterdam. Fr. Bakker said he was very honoured
that he had been invited to lead the Eucharistic celebration. A second
celebration is scheduled on 8 May in Amsterdam, where friends and
acquaintances of Bro. Avellinus will come together to celebrate in his
honour.

The first reading was taken from our Constitutions (art. 69), which
considers the Good News of Jesus as our most fundamental Rule of
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Life. The Gospel reading was taken from John 16, 16-24. In his homily
the Provincial Superior, Bro. Kees Gordijn, made a comparison between
the faith and church life in the thirties when Bro. Avellinus did his first
profession as a brother FIC and the situation in church and society in
the eighties, when Bro. Avellinus and his fellow-brothers started a new
community in Amsterdam-Roomtuintjes. In the latter he encountered
and grew more and more into a multicultural society and a multi-religious
community of people, where every person is valuable and gives his
contribution and where people really learn from each other’s faith and
religion. After the homily the full chapel sang our congregational song
“We honour both their names”. In the bidding prayers our different
FIC provinces were represented by the brothers Guido Sukarman,
Raphael Besigrinee, Jos Lefeber and Lo Koeleman. After praying “Our
Father” we gave each other a sign of peace and after Holy Communion
we sang “Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est”. Our closing song was the
song of the Resurrection: “The desert will bloom”.

After the Eucharist the festive celebration continued in the guest hall.
There was the opportunity to congratulate Bro. Avellinus with his special
birthday and at the same time to enjoy coffee or tea with a nice chocolate.
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Our general superior, Bro. Martinus Handoko, delivered a vivid and
personal speech about Bro. Avelinus’ life and his great contribution
to the congregation. After that we gave a toast and sang with one voice:
“Long will he live”.
The Emmaus community had prepared a special song for Bro. Avellinus,
written by Bro. Frans School on a famous opera melody from the Italian
composer Giuseppe Verdi. Everyone present received the text of the
song, decorated with pictures of Bro. Avellinus, and then we performed
together as a big opera choir that beautiful song.

The celebration was completed by a festive dinner in The Beyart’s
restaurant. Brothers, associated members and guests enjoyed the delicious
food and their social contact. All in all we can look back on a nice and
brotherly celebration of the 100th birthday of our beloved Bro. Avellinus.

Bro. Frans School

Meeting General Superiors (USG)

The 87th  General Assembly of General Superiors of male congregations
(USG) took place in Rome from 25-27 May 2016.  The theme of the
assembly was "Radical Prophecy in Consecrated Life".  In the  reflection
and discussion we talked among others about the possible ways of
reforming consecrated life to make it more radical in prophecy and 
the invitation of Pope Francis to love and live poverty.

In connection with  reforming consecrated life there was a question
for discussion: "What needs to change in our individual and common
lives as religious to be more authentic witnesses to God's love,
compassion  and care,  in a world today with all its injustices and
sufferings?"  Meanwhile  it was stressed in the reflection on loving
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and living poverty that our poverty is not theoretical,  but in consonance
and communion with the poorest of this world. A theoretical poverty
is of no use; what is needed is a poverty that we learn by touching the
flesh of the poor Christ in the humble, in the poor, in the sick, in children,
etc".

Apart from the above we also got the opportunity to listen to the sharing
of the Capuchins concerning their attempt to be witnesses of God's mercy
and compassion towards migrants and refugees. The General Minister
of this Order/Congregation, in the invitation letter to his fellow brothers,
asks every parish, every religious community, every monastery, every
shrine of Europe, to welcome one family of refugees, beginning with
his own diocese of Rome.

A group of General Superiors of Brother Congregations during the USG
meeting in Rome,  May 2016. Standing  left to right: Bro. Lawrence Obiko
(CMM), 3rd is Bro. Martin Handoko, 6th is Bro. Theo v.d. Boer (Lourdes),
and 7th is Cees van Dam (Aloysius Gonzaga + KNR)
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S P E C I A L
B I R T H D A Y S

June
06 Seregeous Dery (50) - Wa-Provincial House
06 Augustine Kubdaar (50) - Sunyani
17 Gerard Hermans (85) - Maastricht-Rooden Leeuw
25 Diomedes Marx (85) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus

July
06 Resignatus Geertjens (90) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus
09 Romualdus Suyono (65) - Semarang-Dr.Sutomo
10 Godfrey Debzie (60) - Damongo
17 Yohanes Sinu (50) - Ketapang

August
13 Lawrence Sitima (50) - Gonzaga University, The Ministry Institute,

405 East Sinto, Spokane, WA 99202 -1849 U.S.A.
18 Martinus Handoko (65) - Maastricht-Emmaus

September
06 Luis Muñoz Galleguillos (65) - Talca-San Antonio
07 Hans van Leeuwen (90) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus
18 Stephen Bangnabayi (50) - Damongo

October
10 Heribertus Triyanto (50) - Pemalang
15 Fabian Kuupille (60) - Kaleo
27 Rogier Smolders (95) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus


