INFORMATION
GENERAL COUNCIL

(1GC)
BROTHERS F1C

2016, June (no. 3)

Bro. Martin Handoko presents a flower bouquet to
Bro. Avellinus Janssens on his 100th birthday
during the celebration at De Beyart

Prins Bisschopsingel 22, 6211 JX Maastricht, The Netherlands
Email: gencouncil@brothers-fic.org ; Website: http://www.brothers-fic.org
Facebook: Brothers Of Maastricht Fic; Twitter: BrothersFIC

Herewith we present to you thethirdissue of IGCin 2016, which
will inform you about the following:

* Mercy: foundation of the Church’slife

* Joint Meeting FIC - CB Sisters

* FIC Jubilees July/August/September 2016

* News from Provinces: Ghana, Maawi and The Netherlands
* Meeting General Superiors (USG)

* Specia Birthdays in the coming months
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Mercy: foundation of the Church’slife

Mercy is the very foundation of
theChurch’slife. All of her pasto-
ral activitiesare caught upinthe
tenderness she makes present to

J believers; nothingin her preach-
ingandin her witnesstotheworld
can be lacking in mercy. The

Church’svery credibility isseen
inhow sheshowsmerciful and compassi onateloveto many, especialy
themost vulnerable. The Church “hasan endlessdesireto show mercy”.
Without awitnessto mercy, lifebecomesfruitlessand sterile. Wherever
the Churchis present, the mercy of the Father must be made evident.
In our parishes, communities, associations and movements, in fact,
wherever thereare Christians, everyoneshould find an oasisof mercy.

During this holy year, it is time for the Church to take up the joyful
call to mercy once more. It istimeto return to the basics and to bear
the weaknesses and struggles of our brothersand sisters. Mercy isthe
force that re-awakens us to new life and instills in us the courage to
look to thefuturewith hope. “ Bemerciful just asyour Fatherismerciful”
(Lk 6:36). In order to be capable of mercy, wemust first of all dispose
ourselvesto listen to the Word of God. This means rediscovering the
value of silencein order to meditate on the Word that comesto us. In
thisway, it will be possible to contemplate God’ s mercy and adopt it
asour lifestyle.

Thepracticeof pilgrimagehasaspecid placeinthisHoly Y ear, because
it represents the journey each of us makesin thislife. Lifeitself isa
pilgrimage, and thehuman beingisapilgrimtravelling along theroad,
making hisway to thedesired destination. Similarly, toreachtheHoly
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Door in Rome or in any other place in the world, everyone, each
according to his or her ability, will have to make a pilgrimage. This
will beasignthat mercy isalso agoal toreach and requiresdedication
and sacrifice. May pilgrimagebeanimpetusto conversion: by crossing
the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the strength to embrace
God’ s mercy and dedicate ourselvesto being merciful with others as
the Father has been with us.

TheLord Jesus shows usthe steps of the pilgrimageto attain our goal :
“Judgenot, and you will not bejudged; condemn not, and you will not
be condemned” (Lk 6:37-38). Human beings, whenever they judge,
look nofarther than the surface, whereasthe Father looksintothevery
depthsof the soul. How much harmwordsdo whenthey aremotivated
by feelings of jealousy and envy! To speak ill of others putsthem in
abad light, undermines their reputation and leaves them prey to the
whimsof gossip. Torefrainfromjudgment and condemnation means,
in a positive sense, to know how to accept the good in every person
and to spare him any suffering that might be caused by our partial
judgment. But thisis still not sufficient to express mercy. Jesus asks
us also to forgive and to give; to be instruments of mercy because it
was we who first received mercy from God.

Joint Meeting FIC - CB Sisters

TheGenerd Council heldameetingwiththeGenera Board of the Sisters
CB on 19 May 2016 in the Motherhouse of the CB Sisters, Onder de
Bogen. Themeeting provided aforum for both councilsto sharemutualy
onawiderangeof activitiesin areasof |eadership, policy development
and work experiences. The sisters sharing included the following:



-5-

Visgitations: The General Board of the CB Sistersisplanningavisitation
to the East Indonesia Region which has 10 communities and the
PhilippinesRegionwith 9 communities. Thevistationwhichisscheduled
from August ending till the end of November 2016 has the theme:
"Weaving Global Solidarity for lifein the Spirit of Humanity, Joy and
Simplicity". Theaimsof the visitation areto listen to the experiences
of the Sisters, inspireaprocessof discernment onchoosingtheir leaders
and to attend the Regional Chapters of the two regions.

International Meeting: A Genera Consultative Body Meetingwasheld
inthe community of CB Sistersin Maastricht from 1 to 28 September
2015. Theparticipantswerefifteen and consisted of Provincia, Regiona
and Unit Superiorsof the CB Congregation. Themain objectiveof this
meeting was to prepare for their General Chapter in 2017 and look
critically at issues related to governance of some of their unit areas
such as Vietnam and Timor Leste. The meeting also created aforum
for delegates to share experiences regarding their mission activities
and also served as an on-going formation for them as leaders.
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TheSigtershavedeveloped a"Multi cross-cultura Leadership Formation
Program" for their membersto preparethem for intra-congregational
leadership rolesand ministry in the future. The three-month program
also aims at providing an opportunity for an enriching multi-cross-
cultural community life experience, strengthening their spirit of
internationality andinstilling inthem astrong senseof leadership. This
year, the program, which took place in the Philippines, started from
27 January and ended on 2 May 2016. Workshops, discussions and
presentations were centred on leadership, community and conflict
management, among others. It was evaluated as very enriching and
refreshing.

In April 2016, aworkshop on "Financial Administration” washeldin
the Region of Tanzaniafor treasurersof the CB communitiesand those
in charge of income generating activities. This workshop became
necessary becausethe Sistersneeded to understand the current financial

management system which is based on "financial openness’ and a
standardized budgeting and reporting.

ThesistersCB area so preparing for their General Chapter scheduled
totakeplacefrom 17 July to 6 August 2017. A preparatory committee
has been set up to assist the General Board to prepare for the event.

Thetasksof thecommittee areto collate opinions and topicsfrom the
Sisters, organizerecollectionsand prayersaswaysof preparingtoward
the Chapter.

Missionin Vietnam: The Sisters mission in Vietnam started in 2005,
and by 2008, thefirst group of candidateswere acceptedinto postulancy.
The Catholic faith is very strong and the people appreciate religious
life very much. Every year 5-10 young girls avail themselves for
formation. The Sisters want to start a kindergarten and health care
apostol ate here. After about 10 yearsin the country, they are blessed
with nine young sisters.
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FIC ontheir part had threeissuesto share. The FIC General Conference
which was held in Ghana from 1 to 13 November 2015 was given
attention. It was attended by the members of the General Council and
Provincial Superiorsplusoneor two representativesof each province.
In all, there were 17 participants from all five provinces. The theme
of the Conference was “Living Consecrated Life through Mission”
and dealt mainly with the resolutions of the General Chapter 2012.

Another issue FIC reported on wasthe meeting of FIC formators. This
meeting isbeing organized in combination with the yearly Congrega-
tional Conference scheduled to take place in Indonesiafrom 24 July
to 5 August 2016. A number of issues related to formation will be
discussed inacombined session. Apart fromsharingtheir experiences,
the formators, on their part, have a special task of formulating acore
curriculum for our initial formation. The Congregational Conference
on the other hand will focus on the resol utions of the General Chapter
2012.

Whilethe General Chapter of the CB Sistersisonly ayear away, that
of FIC is coming exactly ayear after theirs. Preparation for the FIC
Genera Chapter was also given attention during this meeting. It will
takeplacein TheNetherlandsfrom 5to 25 August 2018 at Denekamp.
Plans are yet be to finalized regarding the theme and the number of
delegates.

The meetingwasheld in arelaxed and cordial atmosphere. Each side
felt supported by the other in our common mission of redizingour ideals
and providing the best spiritual and material needs of our members.
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FIC Jubilees July 2016 (in Indonesia)

60 years 02 July 2016 25 years
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Marcellius Sukardiyanto Gregorius Bambang N.

FIC Jubilees August 2016 (in The Netherlands)

80 years 15 August 2016 75 years

21

Avellinus Janssens Grégoire de Wit
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15 August 2016 - 70 years 15 August 2016 - 60 years
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FIC Jubilees September 2016 (in Ghana)
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Peter Saatuo

15 September 2016 - 40 years

Michael Lugnaah

Gregory Tang

14 September 2016 - 25 years

Patrick Binneh
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News from Provinces

GHANA: ENCOUNTER OF THE TEMPORARY PROFESSED
BROTHERS (TPBS)

The TPBsof the Ghana Province had their weekend
encounter from 20™-21% May, 2016 at St. Louis
Community. In attendance were Bros. John Bosco
Miilu, FrancisSarfo, Aaron Nee-eru, Joseph Kyoore,
Nimorious Ganee, Alexander Koomson, Linus Delle and Irenius
Nimbare.

The encounter proper started on Saturday 21% May, 2016 at 8:20am
withaprayer serviceorganized and |ed by the Coordinator of the TPBs,
Bro. Felicio Gyeyir inthe St. Louis Chapel. He prayed that in al their
encounters, the TPBsmay remember and keep thewordsof Fr. Racquet
that: “we meet others on our own level. If welive on the surface, we
will reach othersonly superficially. If we dwell inthe depths, we will
reach othersin depths where Christ in us attains Christ in them”.

¥
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After the prayer-service, theencounter wasofficially opened at 8:30am
withwordsof welcomeby the Coordinator. Thefirstitem ontheagenda
of the day was sharing of personal experiences. It was inspiring and
encouraging to hear that our TPBs are happy amidst the challenges
of their community living. However, when asked to share the sad,
discouraging and frustrating experiences, some shared variouslevels
of frustrations and discouragements, others said they were yet to face
challenges. This moment of sharing brought relief to the TPBs who
are burdened with unpleasant experiences.

The group went for coffee break at 10:45am and reconvened at 11:30
for a talk on the topic: “The demands of integrating studies with
apostolate” delivered by Bro. Fabian Bezel. He said studies and
apostol ate have symbiotic relations. He enumerated the following as
benefits of being areligious who integrates studies with apostolate.
There is employment security, regular promotion, salary upgrading
and financial security to the Congregation. The challenges of this
integration dsoincludetimepressure, stress, maladjustment, bereavement
(lost of aperson or athing that was valued) and financial insecurity
to the individual. The speaker concluded by saying that it is safer to
combine apostolate with studies.

The afternoon section commenced at 3:30pm with aninput from Bro.
Felicio Gyeyir on thetopic “Maturity in Religious Life”. He focused
on the mature brother as a full time builder of the Kingdom of God.
As such, the mature religious must have a sense of belonging to the
larger Church community and soci ety with acommon aim. Hefurther
said aperson can be said to beamaturereligiousif hedisplayscertain
closenessto hiscommunity membersand conscioudly seek that oneness
of heart of the first Christian community in their own communities.
It was afruitful encounter.

Reported by Bro. Irenius Nimbare
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MALAWI: FORMATION

"Whoever feels avocation to share our life must go
through a preparatory period before admission into
the novitiate. During this preparatory period, he has
the opportunity to become better acquainted with the
congregetion, and the congregati on hasthe opportunity
tocometoknow him" (Constitutions, art. 101). God continuestoinspire
young peopleto answer Hiscall inthe FIC Congregation. On February
6, 2016, five young men werereceivedinto the pre-novitiatein M zedi
formation house community in Madawi. Their namesare Chancy Mfune,
MikeMbeto, FrancisLimbulo, MosesMgundaand CorneliusKanjokah-
Finye.

Inaspecial prayer servicewith thetheme “Bend my will to your will,
Lord”, theProvincia Superior, Bro. MartinusDariyo gaveareflection
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onthe Gospel text chosen for the occasion, namely Matthew 14 25-33,
inaddition to some pieces of adviceto theyoung men. Hea so presented
each of themwith aBible, breviary and adaily missal to enablethem
strengthentheir prayer lifeasthey try tomodel their lifeon Jesus Christ
duringtheir journey to brotherhood. Asan expression of their willingness
to embark on thisjourney, the pre-novicestook turnsin sharing their
vocation storieswhich they connected to some specially chosen Bible
texts.

Bro. Standlao Finyeis charged with the responsibility of guiding the
pre-novices. Intheprovincia newdetter of 10 April 2016, Bro. Dariyo
observed how demanding the work of formation is and emphasized
that it requiresalot of effort and responsibility. Hecalled onal brothers
to give moral support to the brothers in the Formation Community.

Meanwhilethe Malawi Province has started their own canonical year
novitiate program. It took off on 8 September 2015, with theacceptance
of Mac Joe M nthemweinto thecanonical novitiatein Mzedi. Previoudy,
their novicesweretrained in Ghana. Bro. ThomasEdisonisin charge
of the Canonical year Novitiate.

THE NETHERLANDS:
CELEBRATION BRO. AVELLINUS 100 YEARS

On Friday 6 May 2016 there was a very special

celebration a The Beyart in Maastricht. Bro.

Aveéllinus Janssens, as the first brother in our FIC

history, reached the age of 100 years. Brothers,
associated members, guestsandresidentsof TheBeyart cametogether
to celebrate this memorable occasion.

The celebration started with a solemn Eucharist in the chapel of The
Beyart. The cel ebrant wasthe Dean of Amsterdam, Fr. Ambro Bakker
SMA. Mr. Léon Huybregts, chairman of thelocal council, welcomed
Bro. Avellinus and all those present in a cordial way. Bro. Gerard
Hermansdirected the Scola Cantorum and the whole congregation in
the opening song “ Theday opensitself for theWord of theLord”. Mrs.
Corrie Dam, the organist of The Beyart, played the organ and her
husband, Mr. Y nzeDam, thetenor violin. Together they played classica
music during the intermezzi. In his opening word Fr. Bakker SMA
mentioned the great merits of Bro. Avellinus during all those years
that hehaslivedin Amsterdam. Fr. Bakker said hewasvery honoured
that he had beeninvited to |ead the Eucharistic celebration. A second
celebration is scheduled on 8 May in Amsterdam, where friends and
acquaintancesof Bro. Avellinuswill cometogether to celebratein his
honour.

The first reading was taken from our Constitutions (art. 69), which
considers the Good News of Jesus as our most fundamental Rule of
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Life. The Gospel reading wastakenfrom John 16, 16-24. Inhishomily
theProvincial Superior, Bro. KeesGordijn, madeacomparison between
thefaithand churchlifeinthethirtieswhen Bro. Avellinusdid hisfirst
profession as a brother FIC and the situation in church and society in
theeighties, when Bro. Avellinusand hisfellow-brothersstarted anew
community in Amsterdam-Roomtuintjes. Inthelatter he encountered
and grew moreand moreinto amulticultura society and amulti-religious
community of people, where every person is valuable and gives his
contribution and where peoplereally learn from each other’ sfaith and
religion. After thehomily thefull chapel sang our congregational song
“We honour both their names’. In the bidding prayers our different
FIC provinces were represented by the brothers Guido Sukarman,
Raphad Besigrinee, JosLefeber and Lo Koeleman. After praying“ Our
Father” wegaveeach other asign of peaceand after Holy Communion
wesang “ Ubi caritaset amor, Deusibi est”. Our closing song wasthe
song of the Resurrection: “ The desert will bloom”.

After the Eucharist the festive cel ebration continued in the guest hall.
Therewasthe opportunity to congratulate Bro. Avellinuswith hisspecia
birthday and at the sametimeto enjoy coffee or teawith anicechocol ate.
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Our genera superior, Bro. Martinus Handoko, delivered avivid and
personal speech about Bro. Avelinus’ life and his great contribution
tothecongregation. After that we gaveatoast and sangwith onevoice:
“Long will helive’.

The Emmauscommunity had prepared aspecia songfor Bro. Avdlinus,
written by Bro. Frans School on afamousoperamel ody fromtheltalian
composer Giuseppe Verdi. Everyone present received the text of the
song, decorated with picturesof Bro. Avellinus, and thenweperformed
together as a big opera choir that beautiful song.

The celebration was completed by a festive dinner in The Beyart’s
restaurant. Brothers, associ ated membersand guestsenjoyed thedelicious
food and their social contact. All inall wecanlook back onaniceand
brotherly celebration of the 100" birthday of our beloved Bro. Avellinus.

Bro. Frans School

M eeting General Superiors (USG)

The87th General Assembly of Genera Superiorsof maecongregations
(USG) took placein Rome from 25-27 May 2016. Thetheme of the
assembly was"Radica Prophecy in Consecrated Life". Inthe reflection
and discussion we talked among others about the possible ways of
reforming consecrated life to make it more radical in prophecy and
the invitation of Pope Francisto love and live poverty.

In connection with reforming consecrated life there was a question
for discussion: "What needsto changein our individual and common
lives as religious to be more authentic witnesses to God's love,
compassion and care, in aworld today with al its injustices and
sufferings?’ Meanwhile it was stressed in the reflection on loving
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andliving poverty that our povertyisnot theoretical, butin consonance
and communion with the poorest of thisworld. A theoretical poverty
isof no use; what isneeded isa poverty that we learn by touching the
flesh of thepoor Chrigtinthehumble, inthepoor, inthesick, inchildren,
etc”.

Apart fromtheabovewea so got theopportunity tolistento thesharing
of the Capuchinsconcerning their attempt to bewitnessesof God'smercy
and compassi on towardsmigrantsand refugees. The General Minister
of thisOrder/Congregation, intheinvitation letter to hisfellow brothers,
asksevery parish, every religiouscommunity, every monastery, every
shrine of Europe, to welcome one family of refugees, beginning with
his own diocese of Rome.

A group of Gal Sjpiors of Brother Congregatons duing the USG
meeting in Rome, May 2016. Sanding left to right: Bro. Lawrence Obiko
(CMM), 3rdisBro. Martin Handoko, 6th isBro. Theo v.d. Boer (Lourdes),

and 7th is Cees van Dam (Aloysius Gonzaga + KNR)
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SPECIAL
BIRTHDAYS

June

06 Seregeous Dery (50) - Wa-Provincial House
06 Augustine Kubdaar (50) - Sunyani

17 Gerard Hermans (85) - Maastricht-Rooden Leeuw

25 Diomedes Marx (85) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus

July

06 Resignatus Geertjens (90) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus
09 Romualdus Suyono (65) - Semarang-Dr.Sutomo

10 Godfrey Debze (60) - Damongo

17 Yohanes Snu (50) - Ketapang

August

13 Lawrence Stima (50) - Gonzaga University, TheMinistry Institute,
405 East Snto, Spokane, WA 99202 -1849 U.SA.

18 Martinus Handoko (65) - Maastricht-Emmaus

September

06 Luis Muiioz Galleguillos (65) - Talca-San Antonio

07 Hansvan Leeuwen (90) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus
18 Stephen Bangnabayi (50) - Damongo

October

10 Heribertus Triyanto (50) - Pemalang

15 Fabian Kuupille (60) - Kaleo

27 Rogier Smolders (95) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus



