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Herewith we present to you the sixth issue of IGC in 2015, which
will inform you about the following:

* Christmas message: A Celebration of Love

* Reflection on Pope's message on the Year of Consecrated Life

* General Conference 2015 Ghana

* Chile: Walking with Jesus in Faith

* FIC Ghana Province is Fifty Years

* Celebration in Malawi of 175 years FIC Jubilee

* Celebration 175 years Brothers FIC in The Netherlands

* In memoriam: Bros. Teófilo de Koning and Othmar La Rooij

* Special Birthdays in the coming months
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Christmas message: A Celebration of Love

Dear brothers, associated members and friends,

Christmas is a yearly celebration of the birth
of Jesus. Streets and buildings in the city are
filled with  special decorations, meanwhile
people are getting busy with doing shopping and
preparing parties. Despite the fact that many
people in the present world celebrate the season
with glamour and festivities, I would like to
invite you to celebrate the event in a different
way, by looking at the essence and spiritual
meaning of the celebration.

Christmas should not be remembered just as a birthday celebration or
a beautiful holiday or joyful parties.  For us Christians, Christmas  should
be seen as a celebration of God's love. As John the Evangelist says:
"For this is how God loved the world: he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish, but may have eternal
life" (John 3:16). Imagine, Jesus the Son of God born in a stable. As
we look on baby Jesus placed in a manger, we think of the mystery
of God's love for us. Let us thank God for revealing his love for us in
Jesus, that He who is so big and powerful became so small and weak
for us, that he became one of us. Therefore a true Christmas celebration
for us is taking place when we bring a gift of love to God and  the people
around us.

It is a Christmas celebration:
• when we take time to talk to someone who is lonely
• when we forgive someone who ever hurt us
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• when we meet someone who asks for our help and assist him with
all our heart

• when we let go of something and give it to someone who needs
it more than ourselves

• when we decide to live in joy and hope rather than surrender to
fear and sadness

• when we show our loving care and listening attitude to those around
us.

May our Christmas sparkle with moments of love, laughter and goodwill.
And may the year ahead of us be full of contentment and joy. Have
a lovely Christmas and hopeful New Year 2016.

Also on behalf of the other members of the General Council,

Martinus Handoko
General Superior

Reflection on Pope's message
on the Year of Consecrated Life

"He became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich" 
(cf. 2 Cor 8:9)

What do these words of Saint Paul mean for us Christians today? What
does this invitation to poverty, a life of evangelical poverty, mean to
us today?
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First of all, it shows us how God works. He
does not reveal himself cloaked in worldly
power and wealth but rather in weakness and
poverty: “though He was rich, yet for your sake
he became poor …”. Christ, the eternal Son
of God, one with the Father in power and glory,
chose to be poor; he came amongst us and drew
near to each of us; he set aside his glory and
emptied himself so that he could be like us in
all things. God becoming man is a great

mystery! But the reason for all this is his love, a love which is grace,
generosity, a desire to draw near, a love which does not hesitate to offer
itself in sacrifice for the beloved. Charity, love, is sharing with the one
we love in all things. Love makes us similar, it creates equality, it breaks
down walls and eliminates distances.

By making himself poor, Jesus did not seek poverty for its own sake
but, as Saint Paul says “that by his poverty you might become rich”.
This is no mere play on words or a catch phrase. Rather, it sums up
God’s logic, the logic of love, the logic of the incarnation. God did not
let our salvation drop down from heaven, like someone who gives alms
from their abundance out of a sense of altruism and piety. Christ’s love
is different! When Jesus stepped into the waters of the Jordan and was
baptized by John the Baptist, he did so, not because he was in need
of repentance or conversion; he did it to be among people who need
forgiveness, among us sinners, and to take upon himself the burden
of our sins. In this way he chose to comfort us, to save us, to free us
from our misery. It is striking that the Apostle states that we were set
free, not by Christ’s riches but by his poverty. Yet Saint Paul is well
aware of the “the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph 3:8).

So what is this poverty by which Christ frees us and enriches us? It
is his way of loving us, his way of being our neighbour, just as the Good



- 7 -

Samaritan was neighbour to the man left half dead by the side of the
road (cf. Lk 10:25ff). What gives us true freedom, true salvation and
true happiness is the compassion, tenderness and solidarity of his love.
Christ’s poverty which enriches us is his taking flesh and bearing our
weaknesses and sins as an expression of God’s infinite mercy to us.

Christ’s poverty is the greatest treasure of all: Jesus’ wealth is that of
his boundless confidence in God the Father, his constant trust, his desire
always and only to do the Father’s will and give glory to him. Jesus
is rich in the same way as a child who feels loved and who loves its
parents, without doubting their love and tenderness for an instant. Jesus’
wealth lies in his being the Son; his unique relationship with the Father
is the sovereign prerogative of this Messiah who is poor.

General Conference 2015 Ghana

The FIC Ghana province witnessed another significant event in the
history of the Congregation, namely the General Conference 2015. 
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The conference, which is a mid-way evaluation of the term of office
of the present General Council, was attended by the members of the
General Council and Provincial Superiors plus one or two representatives
of each province. The event also significantly coincided with the golden
jubilee of the FIC mission in Ghana, the 175th anniversary of the 
Congregation as well as the year of consecrated life.

Welcoming the 17 participants from our provinces of Chile, Indonesia,
Malawi, The Netherlands and Ghana, the General Superior, Bro. Martinus
Handoko, reminded the participants of the nature of the conference,
namely to evaluate, re-assess, and if necessary adapt congregational
policy as established by the General Chapter 2012. Hence the main
objective of the gathering is to reflect on the present state of affairs
of the Congregation regarding the 2012 Chapter resolutions and discover
where the spirit is leading us as Congregation. The ten-day conference
which began on 1st November, had the theme “Living Consecrated
Life through Mission” and had the following structure:

• Reflection and deepening on our apostolic mission (first two days)
• Provincial Reports: to help brothers understand the latest situation

of each of our provinces
• Resolutions of the General Chapter 2012 concerning the prevention

of sexual abuse, formation issues, FIC Journey to Spiritual
Enrichment, reflective document on Constitutions, review of our
Congregational Statute and financial matters.

The reflection and deepening during the first two days was divided
into three parts: “FIC Apostolic Mission in the Light of the FIC History
and Present Day Challenges”, “FIC Apostolic Mission in the light of
the teaching of the Church” and “FIC Apostolic Mission in the light
of the Gospel and FIC Constitutions”. We approached each of these
topics through PowerPoint presentations, group discussions and plenary
sharing. The topics were facilitated by some of the participants. As
leaders of the Congregation, these days of reflection were experienced
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as very inspiring but also serve as a reminder of our responsibilities
as religious. It allowed participants to appreciate the FIC mission in
our provinces and connect our present mission with the original spirit
of our Founders.

During the first week, the Provincial Superiors also gave detailed reports
on what is alive in their provinces. These include the implementation
of the General as well as the Provincial Chapter resolutions, their joys,
challenges, and income generation efforts. On the issue of "prevention
of sexual abuse of minors", each province presented some “Rules of
Conduct” which they have designed for our institutions. This was
followed by observations, remarks, questions and suggestions. Based
on the suggestions, provinces are expected to revise these documents
before they are implemented. The rest of the topics this week were on
formation issues, promotion of vocations and associated life in our
provinces. We endorsed the topics for the formator's meeting scheduled
for Indonesia in July/August 2016. The meeting will focus on initial
formation only.

- 10 -

During the weekend, participants had the opportunity to relax and enjoy
the natural beauty of Mole National Park near Damongo, about 200
km from Wa. Having had a refreshing weekend, we  continued the
business part of the meeting with the discussion of diverse topics,
including the reflective document on the FIC Constitutions currently
being  worked on by a committee, updating and revision of our
Congregational Statutes, FIC Journey to Spiritual Enrichment,
Communication Policy and financial matters.

In spite of the unusually warm weather at this time of the year and the
busy schedule, participants still found ways to express our source of
unity  through the morning prayer services that began each day and
the Eucharistic celebration that concluded each day’s deliberation. Our
brotherhood also found expression during our usual meals and recreation.
Many participants were comfortable with the traditional dishes of “TZ
with Jojo" or "Banku with okro soup”. As usual, we also benefitted
from several formal and informal interactions which were ways to receive
and give mutual support, inspiration, and encouragement to each other.

The ten-day encounter came to a conclusion with the adoption of a
number of action points to  guide our future. Among others, provinces
are expected to continue to generate local income; brothers are to make
use of our communication channels (website, Magazine, Facebook);
each province is to find ways to prepare brothers for leadership functions
and Provincial Councils are to create opportunities for interprovincial
or study visits to other provinces. In his concluding address, the General
Superior, Bro. Martinus Handoko expressed full satisfaction for what
the Conference has achieved. It has become a tradition now to exchange
gifts at the end of our congregational meetings, hence as a sign of our
appreciation for the 175 years of existence of FIC and the Golden Jubilee
of Ghana, provinces exchanged gifts bearing marks of these events.

Raphael Besigrinee
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Chile: Walking with Jesus in Faith

From August 13 to 26, 2015 I, Bro. Guido Sukarman, was in Chile for
a working visit. The departure from The Netherlands on August 12
was together with Brothers Krismanto and Kuswara from Indonesia.
Those two Brothers went for a three-month orientation visit to Chile.

A working visit is especially meant to see the progress and development
of the Province, especially in connection with the resolutions of both
the Provincial and General Chapters, and also to see where and how
the General Council can possibly be of help, when necessary.

“WALKING WITH JESUS IN FAITH”, as I understand, is the core
message of the Chilean Provincial Chapter 2012. In all that they desire
to happen in their life and mission, the Brothers wish that all happens
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with and out of faith in Jesus. In other words, the Brothers want Jesus
to be more and more, stronger and stronger, the motivation of their
life and mission.

It is gratifying and arouses deep gratitude to know that the leadership
(the Provincial Council) continues finding better ways to accompany
and help the Brothers in their personal, apostolic, communal and spiritual
life. It is not surprising that the Brothers experience improvement in
their living together and interpersonal relationships. They feel more
at home and freer with each other. Yes, there is improvement even though
not yet as much as they would have liked to. There is, however, hope
that the improvement will continue.

In the area of apostolic mission, the Brothers, under the leadership-service
of the Provincial Council, endeavor to make sure that their educational
apostolic projects are managed and operating according to FIC-principles
and the requirements for government-subsidized institutes. The Brothers
in Chile (at the moment ten in number) run 5 apostolic projects: one
in Santiago (a technical school), one in Buin (a school for mentally
and physically challenged), three in Talca (a primary school, a technical
school and a center for skills training). From time to time those schools
also receive donations from certain companies and even “extra” help
from the government. This indicates that there is something (values)
worth appraisal there. Among themselves, the schools develop and
maintain the Christian Spirit of cooperation and solidarity. Those
involved in the schools, the Brothers and their apostolic partners, desire
to experience the sense of doing one and the same mission together:
the FIC mission. For that, they have developed together, among others,
a kind of specific characteristics or virtues called PEDAGOGIA DE
JESUS (the Pedagogy of Jesus) for all the schools to appropriate. And
to mark the 175th anniversary of the Congregation, a “Congress on
Education” was held, attended by all the Brothers and their apostolic
partners. It is one way of nourishing the sense of belonging to One Spirit,
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the FIC Spirit. It is a blessing for our Brothers that even though the
government subsidizes those schools fully, they enjoy ample freedom
in the way they want to manage/run them.

As has been mentioned, at the moment the Brothers in Chile are 10
in number. The oldest is 84 and the youngest is 31. Praying and
promoting vocations to the FIC Brotherhood is one of the Brothers’
activities. The Vocation Promotion Team has been working hard in
many ways. Yet those who are interested to join us, FIC, are not
forthcoming. Despite of that, the Brothers continue with the promotion,
hoping that a time will come when there would be some young people
coming to join the Brothers in Chile. Having received, benefitted from
and felt supported by the orientation visits of 6 Brothers from the other
FIC Provinces, the Brothers in Chile do expect that some Brothers would
really come to stay with them for a longer time (a number of years),
supporting and strengthening them in their life and mission.

This is what I can share from my working visit: “Chile is walking with
Jesus in faith!”

Bro. Guido Sukarman

FIC Ghana Province is Fifty Years

The celebration of the FIC Brothers golden jubilee in the Ghana Province
was preceded by the inauguration of a sixteen classroom block with
toilet facilities in Nandom in the Upper West region of Ghana. The
occasion was attended by people of all walks of life including politicians,
traditional leaders, chiefs and civil servants.
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In his welcome address the Provincial Superior, Bro. Seregeous Dery
indicated that the significance of the occasion lies in the provision of
a visible sign of the FIC Brothers' apostolic presence in Ghana since
1965. As a teaching Congregation he said, a cursory look at our past,
present and future direction, leaves us with the feeling that although
our apostolic concentration over the past fifty (50) years has largely
been to improve access to quality and affordable education to the less
privileged in society, we think that this vision and mission is not yet
fully accomplished. This is because there are still many settlements
in some rural areas and even in some towns, where access to good basic
education still remains a challenge.

Pupils of
FIC Jubilee
School per-
forming a
dance during
the inaugu-
ration of the
school 

Hence the essence of the FIC Jubilee School is to improve access to
quality education that is underpinned by sound moral and Christian
values, reduce school dropout rate, particularly the girl child in the
locality, increase pupils’ success rate at the Basic Education Certificate
Examination and make the locality attractive to some caliber of
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government employees such as doctors, nurses, teachers, agricultural
workers and people with special expertise, who would otherwise not
accept posting to this area because of lack of quality schools for their
children.

The Rector of Nandom Minor Basilica who preached the sermon was
full of praises to the FIC Congregation, Ghana Province for the wonderful
performance in the education sector, despite a number of challenges.
Solidarity messages and speeches were delivered by the Regional
Manager of Catholic Schools, the Paramount Chief of Nandom
Traditional Area, the District Director of Education, Nandom and the
District Chief Executive, Nandom. Development partners of the Brothers
FIC-Ghana Province, Rotary Club International from The Netherlands
and Germany graced the occasion and donated items comprising story
books, rag sacks and cupboards. The initial enrolment of the school
is forty seven (47) comprising primary one, two and four. The sod cutting
ceremony to officially inaugurate the school was performed by the Vice
General Superior of the Brothers FIC, Bro. Guido Sukarman.

The climax of the golden jubilee celebration of the Brothers FIC presence
in Ghana took place in the fore cord of the In-service Training Center,
Wa on 21st November 2015. The occasion was preceded by a solemn
Eucharistic celebration by the Bishop of Wa, Most Rev. Paul Bemile
and teaming con-celebrating priests. Present at the occasion were priests
and religious of Wa Diocese, some dignitaries and several school children
from the FIC St. Louis Education Complex, Wa and St. Basilide’s
Vocational Institute in Kaleo.

In his welcome address to the Congregation, the Provincial Superior
of Ghana, Bro. Seregeous Dery detailed the purpose and principal
intention of the celebration to include thanking God for His love,
blessings and protection bestowed on the FIC Congregation over the
past 175 years and the Ghana Province over the past 50 years.
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Entrance Pro-
cession to the
E u ch a r i s t i c
celebration on
21st November
2015

At this occasion two brothers also marked their silver jubilee of religious
life in the Congregation. They are Peter A. Agboso and Joachim Naah.
This therefore served as a proper occasion to thank God for the lives
of these brothers and for what God has done through them during the
past 25 years. It was also an occasion to thank God for the lives of our
gallant deceased brothers who sacrificed their lives for the Congregation,
especially our Founders Msgr. Louis Rutten and Bro. Bernardus Hoecken.

The Provincial Superior  paid glowing tribute to the late Cardinal Porekuu
Dery of blessed memory who brought the FIC Brothers to Ghana. He
further indicated that the mission of the FIC Congregation is
evangelization through the provision of Christian education, formation
and teaching of the poor and most neglected youth in society. The
brothers in Ghana have done this through several schools and institutions
they have established.
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FIC Brothers expressing their joy in a dance during the 50th/175th Anniversary
celebration in Wa

The programme was laced with music and poetry recital by the pupils
of FIC St. Louis Educational Complex. Bro. Valentinus Daru from the
Indonesia’s Province stunned the guests with a beautiful cultural dance.
At the end, the Province awarded twelve (12) deserving collaborators
by giving them citations.

Bro. Kuu-ireme S. Godwin
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Celebration in Malawi of 175 years FIC Jubilee

The celebration of the 175th anniversary of the FIC Congregation and
also 65 years of FIC presence in Malawi took place at Mzedi parish.
We choose Mzedi parish because it is a historical place for the Brothers
FIC. Apart from that Mzedi parish is the smallest in the Archdiocese
of Blantyre. It served as a boost for the parish to perform a big celebration
like this jubilee. In this celebration the parish priest and the congregation
of Mzedi parish were actively involved.

For this significant celebration we erected six tents in the form of a
circle. The Eucharistic celebration which started at 09.00 am lasted
five hours beginning with a procession from the sacristy to the altar.
In front were altar boys, followed by dancing girls, dancing boys, dancing
women, priests, brothers, and the celebrants: Archbishop Thomas Luke
Msusa, accompanied by the bishop elect of Zoma diocese.
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In attendance were numerous friends, family members and other relatives
of Brothers FIC, collaborators, heads of institutions,  parish councils
of different parishes around Blantyre, priests, religious brothers and
sisters, and the lay faithful of Mzedi parish.

In Malawi, uniform
is part and parcel of
jubilee celebrations,
as such we ordered
a special jubilee
cloth to be printed
by a company in
Malawi and have it
distributed to people
who were involved
in this special cele-
bration. Other peo-
ple could buy the

cloth in the bookshops of parishes. On this jubilee cloth is printed the
photo of our Founder, in blue colour to symbolize the colour of Mary.
Many people said the uniform is very beautiful.
In this celebration we also marked an important event: final vows of
Brothers Trustful Mwachande and Stanslao Finye, the silver jubilee
of religious profession of Brothers Pascal Mtuwana and Mark Adama,
and 40 years religious life of Bro. Martinus Dariyo. Two days after
the celebration, the news was broadcast on Radio Maria, local radio
station.

The presence of so many priests, religious and other people gave a great
moral support to the Brothers in Malawi. We are truly grateful to Rev.
Mgr. Thomas Luke Msusa, the religious, priests and the lay faithful
of Blantyre diocese for their moral support and participation.

Bro. Martinus Dariyo
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Celebration 175 years Brothers
FIC in The Netherlands

During the months of October and November 2015 the Dutch Province
celebrated the 175 years jubilee of the Brothers FIC. The working group
“175 years FIC”, consisting of the brothers Wim Swüste, Lo Koeleman
and Frans Turkenburg, planned and organised various celebration events.
As a motto of this special jubilee year was chosen: “FIC 1840-2015:
The Story Continues”.

On Friday 2 October, ten o’clock, the statue
of Our Lady Star of the Sea came to De
Beyart in a solemn procession and was placed
at the front of the Beyart chapel. A High Mass
was celebrated, presided over by Bro. Nico
Coolen, Mrs. Myriam Steemers and Fr.
Kurris, the parish priest of the basilica of Our
Lady. We followed a special liturgy with
several texts, hymns and songs of Mary. After
the Eucharist the wondrous statue of Mary
paid a visit to the brothers, sisters and lay
people of the care-units and then came back
to the chapel for further adoration.

On Sunday 1 November, on All Saints’ Day at three o’clock in the
afternoon, we gathered on our brothers’ cemetery at the Anjoulaan in
Maastricht. There we paid a tribute to our Founders and deceased
brothers. The event was attended by brothers, sisters and other residents
of De Beyart, brothers from Maastricht and from elsewhere, associated
members and ‘neighbours’ living in the Anjoulaan. After a word of
welcome by Bro. Frans Turkenburg and a song, Bro. Johan Muijtjens
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read from our Constitutions abou 
Louis Rutten and Bernardus
Hoecken. Then there was a short
period of silence in which we
reflected on all those brothers who
have found their last rest here. After
that we started the flower tribute.
Bro. Kees Gordijn, as Provincial
Superior of The Netherlands, laid
a nice bouquet on the grave of Msgr.
Louis Rutten, followed by Mr. Willy Bastiaens, who as representative
of the General Council (at that time residing in Ghana) paid a floral
tribute to Bro. Bernardus Hoecken. After that we sang the Jubilee Song.
Then all people present could lay a white rose on a grave they chose.
Another reading from our Constitution, praying together the Our Father
and singing the Salve Regina completed this special celebration, that
took place in a beautiful afternoon’s sunshine.

On Sunday 8
November at 15.00
hrs. we came to-
gether at De Beyart
for a special concert
in honour of Mary
our Patroness.
Before the concert
began there was a
special event in front
of the entrance of

De Beyart. Bro. Kees Gordijn, with the help of Br. Wim Swüste, hoisted
the new FIC flag under applause of the bystanders. The flag pictures
the French lily, symbol of the Immaculate Conception, surrounded by
twelve white stars.
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At 15.30 hrs. the concert started in the Beyart chapel. Two countertenors
and a pianist performed a concert consisting of famous Mary’s songs
throughout the ages. The beautiful music was alternated with slides
of historical paintings and sculptures depicting important scenes out
of Mary’s life, in an attractive way explained by a well known cultural
historian. More than hundred listeners - in the chapel and in their rooms -
enjoyed this concert very much.

On Thursday 12 November a group of 25 ex-brothers came together
at the FIC office-house Prins Bisschopsingel 22 in Maastricht. Together
with the Dutch Provincial Council they commemorated the fact that
50 years ago the Kontakt Groep Maastricht (KGM) was started by the
then General Superior Bro. Avellinus Janssens. A lunch was offered
and participants had ample opportunity for personal contact. The film
“The beginning of a Congregation” was presented after an introduction
by Bro. Wim Swüste and afterwards discussed. It turned out that ex-FIC
members are still inspired by our two Founders and try to live out their
ideals in their daily lives.

In the afternoon the group went to the Saint-Servaas Basilica for a special
service in the aisle of the church, near the bronze plaque commemorating
the beginning of Rutten’s work for the youth of Maastricht. There, about
60 brothers from De Beyart and from Maastricht, Msgr. Hanneman,
the dean of Maastricht, and his curate, joined them. After a word of
welcome by Bro. Frans Turkenburg we sang together, followed by a
reading from Mark 6 about the mission of the apostles. Bro. Kees Gordijn
presented a meditation about ‘being called and being sent’ and about
following your call and mission, also if you have to go another way.
After a ‘Song to Jesus Christ’ there was a speech of Mr. Kees
Spoorendonk, chairman of KGM. He highlighted the history of KGM,
the importance of Bro. Avellinus’ initiative and the development of
the increasing bond between the ex-brothers and the FIC in the past
fifty years. After the speech Bro. Kees Gordijn and Mr. Jacques de Poel,
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secretary of KGM, laid a beautiful bouquet under the plaquette. With
full choir and with a nice echo we sang the Jubilee Song.
As a present KGM offered FIC two beautiful banners, with an image
of Mary, the text of the first stanza of the Jubilee Song and the logo
of KGM, one for the PCN and one for the GC. Mr. Jan Vogels continued
with very meaningful bidding-prayers. The celebration was closed with
the Salve Regina.

On Thursday 19 November, starting at 13.30 hrs., the official
commemoration of the 175 jubilee of the Brothers FIC took place in
De Beyart. A great number of guests were invited. Representatives from
the diocese of Roermond, the province of Limburg and the city of
Maastricht, from the various religious congregations of sisters and
brothers, fellow-brothers and associated members, co-workers from
inside and outside De Beyart, friends of the brothers FIC - they were
all present. The gathering was brightened by music played by the string-
quartet of “Philharmonie Zuidnederland”.
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After a word of welcome by Bro. Wim Swüste we sang one stanza of
the national anthem (“My shield and my trust are You, o God, my Lord”).
Our General Superior Bro. Martinus Handoko was the first speaker.
He said that our Congregation is in a process of renewal and
transformation. A program for our future is: re-finding the source of
religious life in the Gospel of Christ, choosing for quality of life, building
further on the foundation of Rutten and Bernardus, promoting the unity
of the different FIC provinces, intensifying the cooperation with all
people of good will.

Alternated by musical intermezzi three guest speakers gave their
impression how “the FIC story continues”. Sr. Claudia Theinert SspS,
well known by the brothers from her contributions to the Oasis and
her spiritual guidance, expressed the dream of the brothers during the
past years and at present. Miss Mireille de Vos, who worked for some
time with the brothers in Chile, told what she had learnt from the project
of Bro. Gait Welling for people with an alcohol or drugs addiction.
Miss Rasa de Zanger expressed how the ideals and spirit of Rutten and
Bernardus are still alive in the projects of the “In the Red Lion”, the
centre for Encounter and Inspiration that was founded by the brothers
FIC 15 years ago and of which she coordinates a variety of activities
as director.
After the singing of the Jubilee Song by all participants our Provincial
Superior, Bro. Kees Gordijn, closed the official part of the gathering
with a word of thanks. After that all present went to the Beyart restaurant
for informal contact and enjoyed together a drink and a tasty buffet.

On Saturday 21 November 2015 we commemorated the foundation
of the Congregation in a solemn Eucharistic Celebration in the Beyart
chapel, in the presence of the dean of Maastricht, Msgr. Hanneman,
who presided over the celebration assisted by Bro. Nico Coolen and
Mrs. Myriam Steemers. In his opening address Msgr. Hanneman
expressed the merits of the brothers FIC as teachers and educators for
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the city of Maastricht. In his homily Provincial Superior Bro. Kees
Gordijn made a comparison between the first Christians and the first
brothers FIC. Every beginning is difficult and there are many ups and
downs. The important thing is that  - trusting in God - you have the
courage to start. With faith in God and with His help the first brothers
grew gradually to a community in which they tried to be one in heart
and in soul.

After the bidding-prayers we renewed our religious vows. During Holy
Communion we sang “Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est” and after the
blessing we concluded with a song to Mary: “We greet you, o Queen,
o Mary”. After the celebration the brothers and their guests went to
the guest hall for coffee or tea and a drink. At 12.45 hrs. we gathered
in the Beyart restaurant for a special feast dinner. 

With this the jubilee activities were concluded. Many thanks to the
members of the working group and to all those who gave their
contribution.

Bro. Frans School
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In Memoriam

BROTHER TEÓFILO DE KONING  FIC
Theodorus

He was born on April 8, 1927 in Schiedam. On
August 15, 1947 he committed himself to our
Congregation. After receiving the Anointing of the
Sick, he passed away in peace on Wednesday,
November 11, 2015 in Maastricht.

BROTHER OTHMAR LA ROOIJ  FIC
Felius Jacobus

He was born on June 19, 1930 in Amsterdam. On
August 15, 1950 he committed himself to our
Congregation. He passed away on November 26,
2015 in the residential care centre De Beyart in
Maastricht.
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S P E C I A L
B I R T H D A Y S

January
07 Gerhard Dicks (85) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Overkant
19 Toon Verkoijen (90) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus
25 Kees Zonneveld (85) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Overkant

February
04 Roeland Knufman (80) - Maastricht-Bruss.str.Ludovicus
05 Diego Izquierdo Gallego (60) - Talca-San Luis
10 Nikolas Budiharjo (75) - Klaten
17 Martinus Dariyo (65) - Bethel-Provincial House

March
05 Frans Wils (75) - Den Haag-Westeinde
29 Cosmas Kanmwaa (60) - Tamale-St Vincent de Paul House

April
13 Heribertus Sumardjo Bekti Kristana (65) - Jakarta-Kembangan

Happy Christmas
&

Hopeful New Year 2016


