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Herewith we present to you the third issue of IGC in 2015, which
will inform you about the following:

* Our encounter with Christ, our first love

* Joint Meetings General Council

* FIC Jubilees August/September 2015

* Experiences Orientation visit to Chile

* Orientation Visit to Chile 2015

* News from Provinces Indonesia and The Netherlands

* Special Birthdays in the coming months

mailto:gencouncil@brothers-fic.org
http://www.brothers-fic.org
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Our encounter with Christ, our first love

Reflection on Pope's  message on the Year
of Consecrated Life

We must always remember the first encounter
with our Lord Jesus Christ, which has changed
our lives. Christ himself remembers it. This
first encounter is the way Jesus chooses to
change the lives of people. An example of
this is the encounter with Saul of Tarsus, the
anti-Christian persecutor who was trans-
formed into an Apostle of Christ in Damascus.

Think of the many ways of the “first encounter” with Jesus, the encounter
that “changes life”. John and Andrew, who spend “the entire evening”
with Him; Simon who immediately becomes the “rock” of the new
community; then the Samaritan, the leper who returns to show gratitude
for having been healed, the sick woman who is cured by touching Jesus'
cloak. These are decisive moments, which must encourage Christians
never to lose the memory of their first encounter with Jesus.

"We have to ask ourselves: Is Jesus really our first and only love,
as we promised he would be when we professed our vows? Only if He
is, then we will be empowered to love, in truth and mercy, every person
who crosses our path. For we will have learned from Jesus the meaning
and practice of love. We will be able to love because we have his own
heart".

It is true to say that our Founders shared in Jesus’ own compassion
when He saw the crowds who were like sheep without a shepherd. Like
Jesus, who compassionately spoke his gracious word, healed the sick,
gave bread to the hungry and offered his own life in sacrifice, so our
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Founders sought in different ways to be of service to those poor children
of Maastricht to whom the Spirit sent them. Our Founders did so by
their prayers of intercession especially to Mother Mary, their preaching
of the Gospel, their works of charity and other services to the poor and
underprivileged. There is a need for people able to show the fatherly
face of God and the motherly face of the Church, people who spend
their lives so that others can have life and hope. This is what all
consecrated people are called to do.

"The Year of Consecrated Life challenges us to examine our fidelity
to the mission entrusted to us, to measure ourselves against the
commandment of love 'love one another as I have loved you' (Jn. 15:12)
and to love with the heart of Jesus.  Are our ministries, our works and
our presence consonant with what the Spirit asked of our Founders? 
Are they suitable for carrying out today, in society and the Church,
those same ministries and works?  Do we have the same passion for
our people, are we close to them to the point of sharing in their joys
and sorrows, thus truly understanding their needs and helping to respond
to them?"

“When have I really felt that the Lord has come close to me? When
have I felt the need to change my life, to become a better person, or
to forgive someone? When have I felt the Lord asking something of
me? When have I encountered the Lord in a situation?” Let us all
remember that our first encounter with Jesus, our first love is the
foundation of our faith.
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Joint Meetings General Council

Brothers CMM / Brothers FIC
As a long-standing tradition, the GC held a joint meeting with the General
Board of the CMM Brothers of Tilburg on 23 April 2015 at Prins
Bisschopsingel. This was the first meeting since this new board took
over office in June last year. This new board consists of four members,
namely Bro. Lawrence Obiko (General Superior), Benyamin Tunggu,
Rofinus Banunaek and Niek Hanckmann.

After a brief self-introduction, CMM shared their impressions on their
General Chapter 2014. It was seen as an inspiring and supportive
experience during which participants' hearts were opened to the
development of CMM spirituality and which brought a strong unity
among them. The main topics of their Chapter included spirituality,
community life, mission of mercy, sexual abuse issues, among others.
It ended with the election of this present board which consists of four
brothers, to reflect their decreasing number worldwide. Another
experience shared was the CMM Vincentian Pilgrimage. This spiritual
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program, which exposes brothers to the life of Saint Vincent De Paul
and deepen in them the CMM spirituality, is meant for young brothers
preparing for their profession for life. Since 2008, the Brothers CMM
have organized international meetings of young people from countries
where CMM is active, to coincide with the World Youth Days (WYD).
In 2016, the WYD will take place in Krakow, Poland and the brothers
are organizing another meeting for about 70 youngsters. This encounter,
which is meant to bring together young people in an international context,
has become a movement called "Ambassadors of a Worldwide
Brotherhood". The brothers outlined a concrete program for the youth
in The Netherlands and Krakow. Other contributions of CMM were
on the USG meeting in Rome which took place in November 2014 and
participation of some of their members in a Vincentian ongoing formation
program in Paris, which they described as very enriching.
On the part of FIC, issues bordering on the International Formators'
Congress in Rome, the orientation visit to Chile and the General
Conference 2015, which is scheduled for 1-13 November in Ghana,
were reported. Reports on these three subjects have either been published
in our earlier IGC or in this June issue.

Sisters SPM / Brothers FIC
The meeting of the General Councils of the SPM Sisters of Amersfoort
and FIC was held on 29 April 2015. This was the first formal meeting
between the two councils, hence the need to introduce ourselves. The
four GC members of SPM are Srs. Felisita Sri Budiyarti, Mariani Made,
Theodora Suwarni and Christa Suminah.
These sisters were elected in 2010 for a sixth-year term. Their
congregation is made up of two provinces and a region. Plans are far
advanced to raise the status of Malawi to a province and split Indonesia
into two provinces. The congregation has set up a six-month leadership
training program (partly in Lawang, Indonesia and partly in Anggono,
Philippines) aimed at preparing sisters for future leadership.
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This program gives training to sisters to strengthen their leadership
qualities and deepen in them the spirituality of leadership. They briefed
the meeting on a detailed program they prepared for a group of sisters
due to pursue the program this year. The topics FIC shared with the
sisters are nearly the same as those shared with the CMM Brothers except
for two issues, namely the structure of governance of our congregations
at both general and provincial council levels and management of our
apostolic involvements in Indonesia. The matter here is the challenge
posed by Muslim parents whose children are in FIC schools. They
demand that lessons in the Islamic religion be given to their children.
The sisters are faced with similar challenges in their schools in Indonesia.

Both meetings were held in a relaxed and cordial atmosphere. Each
side felt supported by the other in our common mission of realizing
our ideals and providing the best spiritual and material needs for our
members.
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FIC Jubilees August 2015 (in The Netherlands)

15 August 2015  -  70 years

Aufridus Soudant      Humbertus Willemsen

15 August 2015  -  65 years

      Koos Baijer Nico Brunott        Othmar La Rooij
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15 August 2015  -  60 years

Henk van Lieshout

   Frans Turkenburg

15 August 2015  -  50 years 17 August 2015  -  40 years

Frans School

Wim Luiten

FIC Jubilees September 2015
(in Chile)

15 September 2015  -  40 years

      Lucio Torres Martín
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FIC Jubilees September 2015 (in Ghana)

15 September 2015  -  25 years

Peter Agboso

   Joachim Naah

FIC Jubilees September 2015 (in Malawi)

15 September 2015  -  25 years

Mark Adamah       Pascal Mtuwana
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Experiences Orientation visit to Chile
Bros. Robertus Kuncoro & Agustinus Suparno

It will be recalled that we published the report of the orientation visit 
of Bros. Aloysius Porekuu and Andrew Makocho in the February 2015
IGC. At the end of March 2015, Bros. Robertus Kuncoro and Agustinus
Suparno also completed their visit and have since returned to Indonesia.
Below is a summary of their report.

The General Council introduced the “Orientation Visit Chile” program
which offered the opportunity to brothers from Indonesia, Ghana and
Malawi to visit Chile. After experiencing life in Chile, it is expected
some brothers from these three provinces will have the desire to take
part in the apostolic work of the province of Chile. We were among
the first group of brothers to undertake this project from October 1,
2014 until March 28, 2015. During the visit, we took part in a number
of activities including sharing in their domestic and apostolic work,
community life, prayer, meals, recreation, and learning the Spanish
language and culture.

Before going to Chile there were fears that haunted our minds because
we did not know the life and work of the brothers in Chile. At our
reception in Talca, we got to know almost all the brothers in the province.
They welcomed us as missionaries, and more to the point, as their
brothers. With this encounter we felt there was no distance between
us. After a while our fears vanished and we felt happy and at home
with them. We were encouraged by the remarkable sense of brotherhood
shown by the brothers in Chile and we felt comfortable. Particularly
their enthusiasm, friendliness and openness really made us feel at home
with them, and we soon became fraternal and close. The brothers never
forgot "abrazo" and called us "hermano" which signified that we were
actually part of them.
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We appreciated the orientation visit program because we experienced
many positive things. From the brothers in Chile, it was clear they felt
happy because of the presence of brothers from other provinces, and
this gave  meaning and a lot of color to the general living apart from
their community living. 

The apostolic work of the brothers is very much appreciated by the
people. We think the people need what the brothers are doing there,
however, this need is not accompanied by the availability of future
members who will sustain the spiritual heritage of the Founders of our
Congregation. The interest of the young people to become brothers
is very limited. Due to this challenge, continuation of the orientation
visit program is necessary, but candidates will have to prepare well
in terms of learning the Spanish language and culture. This is because
the language will become the main asset for the brothers from different
cultures to be able to communicate and work in Chile. We suggest that
brothers for future orientation should be familiar with the Spanish
language.

Challenges
The daily use of the Spanish language in communication was the biggest 
challenge. For the visiting brothers, they were frequently misunderstood
by the host because of the language. Communication with the brothers
and also with teachers and students at school was often not clearly
understood. We realized that Chileans are not accustomed to using
English, and so to present anything to them it must be in Spanish
language. When we were given the opportunity to introduce Indonesia
to the children, we were first excited and did our preparation in English.
In front of  the class, we greeted the children enthusiastically ..."Hello,
how are you?" ... But no one answered, I repeated my greeting, "Hello,
how are you?" Eh... they even laughed, and we became confused. So
to be able to live and work in Chile, one must learn the Spanish language.
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In conclusion, we are thankful and grateful to the General Council for
the opportunity to experience the orientation visit in the province of
Chile. Sharing life and experiences with brothers from a different culture
is a blessing from God. We are grateful for the kindness of the people
we met and all those who assisted us to complete this mission well.
Armed with the knowledge of people's unique personalities, as well
as the understanding of their way of life, gives us the opportunity to
proclaim God's love to others. Our experience in Chile has exposed
the grace and mercy of God in our encounter with the people there and
we are grateful for this unique encounter.

Orientation Visit to Chile 2015

After consultations with the Provincial Councils of Indonesia, Ghana
and Malawi, the GC is happy to report that three brothers have availed
themselves for the orientation visit program this year. They are Bros.
Yohanes Krismanto (Indonesia), Francis X. Kuswara Widigdo
(Indonesia) and Francis Sarfo (Ghana).
The brothers from Indonesia will take some lessons in basic Spanish
in Indonesia before coming to The Netherlands by the second half of
July. Francis Sarfo, however, is expected to arrive in The Netherlands
by the middle of July at the latest to apply for a visa for Chile while
taking Spanish lessons. It is hoped that they will be together in The
Netherlands at the end of July and ready to travel together to Chile 
in the first half of August. Bro. Guido will accompany them to Chile
and seize the opportunity to pay a working visit to the province. 
For some practical reasons, our two brothers from Indonesia this time
will stay in Chile for three months only. Bro. Sarfo however has the
opportunity to stay for six months as long as his visa is extendable.
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News from Provinces

INDONESIA

Temporary Professed Brothers Meeting
The meeting of Temporary Professed Brothers (TPBs) was held in the
brothers' Community in Semarang  from 18-19 April, 2015. It was
attended by 21 brothers. Bro. Yohanes Purwanto opened the meeting
with an opening prayer followed by an introduction given by Bro. Petrus
Anjar, chairman of the Companion Team of the TPBs.
In the first session Bro. Michael Sidharta presented a paper with the
title “The value of our vocation in the light of our Founder's spirit”.
He invited our young brothers to reconfirm and reaffirm their true identity
as Brothers FIC based on the spirit of our Founders, Msgr. Rutten and
Bro. Bernardus. "Our Founders were committed people, filled with
the spirit of Jesus. They were seized by his person and his message.
They sensed a vocation and a mission to spread his Good News" (cf
Constitutions, art. 9).

In the evening there was an opportunity for the Coordinator of the TPBs,
Bro. Andreas Purwanto, to present his report to the plenary about his
administration in 2014-2015. The young brothers who attended this
meeting accepted his report and gave a positive appreciation to his team.
This was followed by the election of a new team. Bro. P. Yupiter Elwin
was elected as coordinator, Bro. Andreas Purwanto as secretary, and
Bro. Y. Albert Pratama as treasurer.

The following morning, Bro. Wensislaus Parut shared the thesis of his
study entitled “The Spirit of Mary in the life of Msgr. Rutten, an analysis
according to the development of FIC Constitutions”. He stressed how
important Mother Mary was in the life of Msgr. Rutten. Mary remains
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our inspiration and Patroness (Essential Reflections).  We are also asked
to "have a special veneration towards Mary" (art. 10).

In the last session, Bro. Petrus Anjar reminded participants about their
responsibility and task as young brothers in the province. He stressed
that our vocation requires us to go on training ourselves for our task,
to keep abreast with the developments in the church and society, to
have a ready eye to the signs of the times and to continue developing
our spiritual growth, as said in our Constitutions article 115.

Bro. Frans Dwiyatno, the Provincial Superior encouraged them to deepen
their vocation as Brothers FIC. He also asked them to continue to grow
and to develop their qualities so as to become more and more mature
as persons, as Christians and as Brothers FIC.

Religious Profession
On July 2nd, 2015 a significant event will take place in Muntilan,
Indonesia. Several brothers publicly will pronounce their religious
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profession to the FIC Congregation. Three brothers will make their
profession for life; three brothers, who have just completed their initial
formation, will make their vows for three years, and 7 junior brothers
will renew their profession for either one or two years. The happening
will take place in the parish church of Muntilan, about 30 km away
to the north from Yogyakarta. The profession will be directly received
by the General Superior, Bro. Martinus Handoko, who happens to be
in Indonesia for visitation. We wish them all a happy and meaningful
life as religious people in the FIC Congregation.

The three brothers who will make their final profession

Christianus Eko W.   -   Borromeus Haryono   -   Wensislaus Parut

THE NETHERLANDS

Reflection at Home - April 2015

In April 2015 the working group Reflection at Home (Bezinning aan
Huis) organized two reflection meetings on the theme “The story
continues ...”. With these meetings we made a start with the preparations
for the 175 years of existence of our Congregation this year. The program
contained a re-presenting of the film about the beginning of the
Congregation, two personal stories on how the mission of the
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Congregation continues today in ‘being good and doing good’ to people,
a word-and-communion celebration on the same theme, and having
supper together.

The Hague
The first meeting was held on 21 April in “Stadsklooster”, Westeinde
in The Hague. Fourteen people participated: the brothers and associated
members of the Westeinde community, brothers from other communities
in the western part of The Netherlands, members of the KGM and other
friends of the Brothers FIC. We were not lucky with trying to show
the film “The beginning of a Congregation”. After a good start the laptop
appeared overloaded so that the images hesitated and even stopped and
so we had to end the presentation. Instead we looked at Bro. Frans Wils’
powerpoint of the General Chapter 2012 in Indonesia.
After that Bro. Frans School presented Bro. Noud Fonken’s story about
his work in the centre “In the Red Lion” in Maastricht. One of the
activities there is that every Wednesday a group of fifteen mentally
and physically handicapped people come together in the living-room,
accompanied by five volunteers, two of whom are Brothers FIC. Together
they play music, celebrate birthdays and feasts, commemorate the
deceased on All Souls’ Day, play games and have a lot of fun. You
can see that everyone of them has a good time and feels perfectly at
ease. The next contribution was made by Mr. Jos van Eijden. He showed
us how the associated members of the Westeinde community in their
co-operation with the Brothers, but also in their activities in their home
situation, contribute to the continuing story of the FIC mission. After
an intimate prayer service in the meditation room we had a nice supper
with a lot of personal sharing.

De Beyart
The second meeting took place on 30 April in De Beyart in Maastricht.
Besides the Brothers FIC from De Beyart and from Maastricht and KGM
members, also the other residents of De Beyart - sisters and lay people -
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were invited. In total about eighty-five people participated.
Bro. Frans School opened the meeting with a welcome to everyone.
Then we sang the song “God who has seen us from the beginning”.
After that Bro. Frans introduced the film “The beginning of a
Congregation”. This film tells in beautiful and convincing images the
story of the start and the first forty years of our Congregation. How
our Founders, Mgr. Louis Rutten and Bro. Bernardus Hoecken, started
their vulnerable work in full trust on the Lord and Mother Mary. How
they differed in vision on apostolate and religious life, but always with
respect for one another and working together for the good cause with
perseverance.
After a short break Bro. Toon Verkoijen told us about the Icons studio
“St. Servatius” in De Beyart: How participants, coming from all over
The Netherlands, in an atmosphere of reflection and with the help of
professional directors are working on ‘writing’ an icon. The ‘persons’
on the icon one is painting (Jesus, the Father, Mary, the Saints) are living
persons with whom one establishes a real relation. During the process
of meditative painting there develops a dialogue between you and the
person of the icon. This dialogue gives the painter many opportunities
for identification, praying and growing in faith. Every session begins
with a short reflective introduction and ends with a closing meditation.
After the icons are completed, they are blessed in a special prayer service.
The process of painting an icon is a contemporary way of transfer of
faith, said Bro. Toon, and this was and still is an important part of the
mission of the FIC.
Bro. Wim Swüste continued with the story of Bro. Noud Fonken about
the centre for encounter and inspiration “In the Red Lion” in Maastricht.
Because of health problems Bro. Noud could not be present himself.
The centre with its good looking and cosy living room is especially
meant for people in Maastricht who live in social isolation, people who
are searching for acceptation, respect and a little bit of happiness. A
group of sixty dedicated volunteers stand-by to welcome and help the
visitors to feel at home. The story of Mgr. Rutten and Bro. Bernardus
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of ‘being good and doing good’ continues and still is a reality here on
this historical spot in the Bogaardenstraat no. 50, where the Congregation
started in 1840.

After half an hour of social gathering in the Beyart hall, we went back
to the chapel, where Bro. Wim Swüste and Bro. Toon Verkoijen presided
over the word-and-communion celebration on the theme “The story
continues ...”.  During the service we sang together the newly composed
FIC jubilee song about Rutten and Bernardus as our living examples.
On the melody of “Land of hope and glory” we formed a big sonorous
choir. Bro. Ton van Baaren was playing the organ.
The meeting was completed with a nice and healthy supper for the
Brothers and their guests in the guest hall Kras. During the meal there
was enough time for social talk and communication.

Bro. Frans School
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S P E C I A L
B I R T H D A Y S

June 2015
10 Ton Postma (90) - Maastricht-Brusselsestraat-Ludovicus
19 Othmar La Rooij (85) - Maastricht-Brusselsestraat-Overkant
23 Aloysius Sutiarta (70) - Semarang-Wisma Bernardus

July 2015
06 Guido Sukarman (70) - Maastricht-Emmaus
24 Jos Straates (80) - Maastricht-Brusselsestraat-Xaverius

August 2015
17 Agustinus Agusono (60) - Sorong
21 Denis Dery (75) - Nandom-Mt Sion
28 Henk Rolvers (85) - Halfweg

September 2015
18 Michael Lugnaah (65) - Kaleo
27 Lex Weiler (85) - Den Haag-Westeinde


