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Dear Brothers,

We present to you the last issue of IGC in 2014.
In it you will find the following:

* Christmas Message

* The Vincentian Message: Elements from the Perspective of
the Vincentian Charism

* Working Visit to Chile: a Personal Experience

* Report Oasis 2014 Encounter, Wahlwiller

* Canonical Visitation to Ghana

* Joint Meeting of General Council with PCN

* News from Provinces Chile and Indonesia

* In Memoriam: Bro. Nicholas Zumanaa

* Special Birthdays in the coming months.

Email:gencouncil@brothers-fic.org;Internet:http://www.brothers-fic.org
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Christmas Message

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who live in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shone.”
(Is. 9:2)

The long darkness of night that is experienced in Europe and other
parts of the world during winter months is quite normal and obvious
for those living there. In the lives of other people and in some other
parts of the world, there may be an experience of a different kind
of darkness surrounding their lives: calamities, wars, sickness,
epidemics, terrorism, conflicts in marriage and family, etc. Also,
the Child Jesus could only find a manger in which to be born, for
there was no room in the inn. This is the plight of so many people
today who have no homes because they are refugees, street people
or victims of conflict. In this experience of darkness the message
of Christmas may be found valuable and could be better appreciated.

Christmas not only invites us to turn to Christ as the Light of the
world, but also to bring Christ to others. The Light of Christ has
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power over the darkness of our lives, gives hope to the hopeless,
brings peace to conflict areas and healing to the sick. That light
pierces the darkness people experience with the dazzling light of
God’s love.

At the door of the stable in Bethlehem, those who came to worship
the God Child brought him gifts. There is no doubt that the best
gift we can offer the Child, and indeed all humanity, is the gift
of kindness and hospitality. Let us therefore step up our acts of
generosity towards those who are alone, sick, needy, hungry,
homeless, desolate, poor and helpless in our society. The expression
of this goes beyond material things. It is through this we can become
instruments of God, bringing the light of God’s love into people's
lives.

May you all have a Blessed Christmas 2014 and 
Peaceful New Year 2015!
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The Vincentian Message: Elements from the
Perspective of the Vincentian Charism
[This is the last of a series of presentations on Vincentian Spirituality]

Evangelization or the new evangelization
(evangelization in a new way) implies a mes-
sage, a proclamation, a good news of salvation.
In reality, the central and fundamental message
of evangelization is the message of Jesus Christ
that is proclaimed with words and deeds. This
is what we call the kerygma: If you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved (Romans 10:9).

Nevertheless, in this universal message there can be some more specific
elements … and we, as Vincentians, can contribute some of the elements
that are derived from our proper charism and spirituality. The following
are four elements within the universal message of evangelization:

a] The living and true God revealed by Jesus Christ – if we look
at the Gospel we discover that we are dealing with the God who
is good, that is, God as Father, as love, as mercy, as infinite
forgiveness, as protector and defender of the poor. Archbishop
Oscar Romero, commented on the phrase of St. Irenaeus (the
glory of God is the human person fully alive) and stated: the
glory of God is the poor person who is fully alive!

b] Jesus Christ as saviour and liberator: Jesus Christ, incarnated,
who became the least of all, the servant of all, who serves us
through his life, death and resurrection; Jesus Christ who presents
himself as the Messiah anointed by the Spirit in order to free
the captives and the poor, to break the bonds that enslave people;
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Jesus Christ who established the kingdom and this kingdom
is primarily for the poor.

c] Charity, which is the fundamental element of our life as be-
lievers; affective and effective love which is the life-giving center
of the believer and the ultimate proof of faith. St. Paul told the
Galatians: For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncir-
cumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through
love (Galatians 5:6).

d] The poor as the sacrament of Christ (Matthew 25:31-46) and
as our lords and masters. This element is very Vincentian. So
that we would not forget this, Vincent de Paul said this to us
in a thousand different ways … for example when he spoke
to the members of the Confraternity of Charity: Jesus willed
to be born poor, to welcome poor persons into his company,
to serve those who were poor, to put himself in their place, even
going so far as to say that the good and the harm we do to those
who are poor he will consider as done to his divine person …and
I ask you, what love can we have for him if we do not love what
he loved! That being the case, loving those who are poor is to
love him in that way; serving poor persons is to serve him well.

Working Visit to Chile: a Personal Experience

The visit took place from 1 to 16 October 2014. I am grateful to God
for his guidance and accompaniment during the two weeks that I was
in Chile. I really felt happy to have the opportunity to stay in San Antonio
Community, to visit places of apostolate of the brothers, and to have
personal talks with them. Through this visit I have a better understanding
of the latest situation of the province as well as the individual brothers.
I thank God that I was still healthy and happy at the end of the visitation.
Actually I have been in Chile two times, firstly when I participated in
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a “Communication Workshop” and secondly when we had the IFCC
(International Formation and Communication Policy) meeting in Chile.
But this visit was different, because it was an assignment as member
of General Council.

I would like to
share with you
what I experi-
enced during
the visit. It was
the first time
that I did one
of my tasks as
General Coun-
cil member. I
did not feel
nervous this

time because although it was an official visit, it was not as formal as
a canonical visit. I also felt more confident in my use of the English
language, so I could express my idea and opinion freely. I could have
a personal talk with individual brothers closely and expressively. I placed
myself in the position of a fellow brother. This situation made me
comfortable and allowed me just to be a brother for them, listen and
observe the situation of my fellow brothers and the atmosphere in the
community.

I saw that all brothers tried to live out our consecrated life by deepening
our fraternal life in community. Each brother tries to pay attention to
communal gatherings such as prayers, meals and recreation. They also
try to develop skills in the area of personal communication and rela-
tionship, so that they can overcome some of their difficulties in these
areas. I realized that the brothers have tried to implement the proposal
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on ‘Interpersonal Relationship” by establishing a deeper communication
and relationship among themselves. This indicates that they are aware
that some of our important values are to form a fraternal community
and to be brothers to one another. I fully support their efforts to build
a fraternal community where all members feel at home, grow and develop
their personality and spirituality as Brothers FIC.

The brothers also are trying their best to build better community life
based on their “Community Projects”. They try to be more aware of
the mission of the community. Every brother is sent by the community
to do his apostolate. Furthermore our fellow brothers also realise that
our mission also implies being with others. We are called and sent
together as Brothers. Our mission is also “to be brothers to one another”.
The happiness of our fellow brother is our responsibility. Every brother
should be conscious of the fact that contributing to fraternal community
is the “energy” of our living together and doing our apostolate. We have
to continue our efforts to build a fraternal community and try to carry
out our mission by being “brothers to one another”.

I experienced also that
all the brothers in Chile
try to do their best in
their apostolate, both in
the field of education
and social activities.
They work hard and
practically speaking,
they were in their of-
fices or schools almost

the whole day. Of course I was happy that they did a lot of things on
their apostolate, but we also reminded them to pay attention to their
community living, health, and also the need to relax. Indeed, they were
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advised to pay a lot of attention also to other vital aspects of their life:
spiritual, intellectual, emotional and physical development. I have a
very positive impression that the people (teachers, co-workers, students
and parents) recognize and appreciate the work of the brothers. The
values and spirit of our Congregation are alive among them. I am very
proud of our fellow brothers and their collaborators for making efforts
to live out the FIC values.

I was happy to accompany our four brothers who were making their
orientation visit to Chile. I noticed that the Chile province was prepared
to receive them. They felt accepted very much by our fellow brothers
and the people and for this I am grateful to the brothers in Chile. I hope
that this orientation visit will bear concrete fruits for the Chile province
and the Congregation as a whole. Furthermore, I hope they are ready
to accept fellow brothers from other provinces.

I pray that the Brothers in their efforts will continue to live out the FIC
values in their community and apostolate, and to be good and to do
good. Let us continue to be brothers to one another since we believe
that our call is first of all to be brothers to one another and to all
humankind.

Theodorus Suwaryanto

Report Oasis 2014 Encounter,
Wahlwiller

The OASIS Encounter 2014, which is part of our ongoing formation
programme dubbed "FIC-JOURNEY TO SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT",
started at Arnold Janssen Klooster in Wahlwiller, on 20 November 2014
in a Eucharistic celebration themed "Truly Human; Faithfully FIC".
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The General Superior, in his opening address, likened the encounter
to the actual oasis in the desert where travelers make a provisional stop
to regain their energies before continuing their journey. He encouraged
the participants to make maximum use of the time in order to reclaim
their spiritual energies.

In attendance were members of the organizing committee (Sr. Claudia
Theinert Ssps, and Bros. Johan Muijtjens, Frans Wils, Guido Sukarman
and Theodorus Suwaryanto), resource persons (Bros. Martin Handoko
and Raphael Besigrinee), interpreters (Bro. Valentinus Daru and Sr.
Ancila Loe) and 17 participants (ref.: IGC 2014 - No. 2, April).

Beginning with a prayer service, each day had a line-up of activities
including an input in the morning, covering subjects like Telling of
life-stories, Sexuality, Contemplative Dialogue, different aspects of
Spirituality, FIC Mission and FIC Community Life, among others. The
afternoon sessions were devoted to individual and group reflection and
exercises, and lasted till 18:45, when the day was concluded with either
a Eucharistic celebration or a prayer service.
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So far the encounter has been very enriching as expressed by Bro. Didas
Toogumo in the following excerpt: From the opening Eucharistic
celebration, I had the impression that the brothers attach great value
to this spiritual enrichment programme. Even though the encounter
has not ended yet, I have achieved a lot from it through the input from
our resource persons and the lived experiences shared by my fellow
participants. I have a better knowledge of "who I am" and a deeper
understanding of our spirituality. Another aspect of the encounter that
touched me so much is the social interaction among us, because we
interacted with one another as though we knew one another before.

At the time of publishing this report the encounter had not come to a
conclusion yet. We shall update you on the rest of the proceedings in
our next issue of IGC.

Canonical Visitation to Ghana

From September 21st until October 31st, 2014 the General Superior Bro.
Martinus Handoko and Bro. Guido Sukarman were in Ghana for the
canonical visitation. They went around to all communities to have
personal talks with the brothers and visit the places of their apostolate.
There are 11 communities in the province, scattered throughout the
country from the very south to the very north. The visit started with
Accra community, followed successively with Sunyani, Bole, Wa-
Provincial House, Wa-St. Louis, Kaleo, Nandom Mt. Zion, Tumu,
Zebilla, Tamale, and Damongo communities.

The visitors are happy with the latest developments of the province.
Among the prominent and tangible ones are the new buildings of St.
Louis Educational Complex - Wa and the Jubilee School Project in
Nandom. Two huge buildings stand firm on the compound of St. Louis



-11-

Community - Wa: one is a three-storey building meant for the classrooms
of the St. Louis Educational Complex and the other is a two-storey
building meant to accommodate the brothers and visitors of the brothers.

The two-storey building - accommodation
for the brothers and visitors, St. Louis
community, Wa

The first building, which is for the
school, is able to accommodate 18
groups/classes of students. Presently,
only the ground floor, consisting of

six classrooms, is in use. The first and second floors are planned to
accommodate the students of the Junior High School to be admitted
in 2015.

Bros. Martinus Handoko (left) and Peter
Kuuniabom (right) standing in front of
the three-storey school building of St.
Louis Educational Complex, Wa

This fully private school of the prov-
ince seems to have been patronized
by the society, hence the brothers need
to provide good facilities and services

to those admitted. Meanwhile the new building for the brothers,
comprising 27 bedrooms, is able to accommodate two brothers in a
room. Whenever there is a provincial gathering, such as provincial retreat
or family feast, all brothers of the province can be accommodated
properly in this building.

Another school building project is located in Nandom, which is meant
to provide basic education for the children there and at the same time
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to signify the 50th anniversary of the presence of the Brothers FIC in
Ghana. Therefore this project is also called “Jubilee Project”. The
building is now still in progress and expected to be completed in the
middle of 2015. The initial plan is to make this project the second private
school of the province after the St. Louis Educational Complex in Wa.

The “Jubilee School Project” 
in Nandom

We do hope this project will be as
successful as the one in Wa for the

benefit of the society and the people at large, especially those in need
of basic education.

Joint Meeting of General Council with PCN

On November 6th, the GC met with the Provincial Council of The
Netherlands as usual to share experiences of the past months. A number
of issues were discussed. Here we present you with the main ones.

From the PCN, the following were reported: "Developments concerning
the future of De Beyart" has come up in several of our meetings. For
some years now the Provincial Council of The Netherlands has to deal
with a very complex and worrying situation concerning the care home
for the elderly brothers and inhabitants in De Beyart. This could affect
the well-being and religious atmosphere of all people living there and
their future. This is mainly due to the policy changes by the Dutch
Government in the past years in connection with care for the elderly
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and the required reforms and budget cuts they insist on. The reason
is to make accommodation affordable for people and to provide good
care for their elderly in the coming years.

This also affects our elderly brothers and sisters living in De Beyart.
The board of governors and the management of the care home in co-
operation with the Provincial Council of The Netherlands have been
working on plans to cope with these policy changes. The development
has led to the proposal of a business plan to be considered by FIC. As
the owners of De Beyart and also the great interest FIC has in it as the
only home for our elderly brothers at the moment, the Congregation
has to come to a clear understanding of the financial and property risks
involved and also the well-being of our brothers. The PCN expressed
some reservations and worries about the business plan and needs time
to study it before any consideration can be given to it.

Secondly the "Red Lion" project which is under the responsibility of
the Dutch province, is currently facing financial challenges. The support
it used to get from the city of Maastricht is becoming less and less every
year. Meanwhile, around 200 people still visit this project every year,
with 60 volunteers offering their expertise. Here, people are given various
forms of assistance including ways to find a job as well as manage with
life in general. The PCN is also looking for sponsorship for the project.

The plans made by the Jubilee Committee for the 175 anniversary
celebration of the Congregation are on course. In the meantime some
adjustments have been made, namely: the Congregational Jubilee Project
has been cancelled because the committee realized there is too much
work involved in it. And the location of the exhibition has changed
from Vrijthof in Maastricht to the FIC administration building at Prins
Bisschopsingel in Maastricht.
Lastly, the issue of what to do with the FIC heritage items is yet to be
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finalized. A committee has been set up to make a selection of what
is necessary and decide what to do with these items. A GC member
will be part of the discussions of this committee.

A report on the canonical visitation by Brothers Martinus Handoko
and Guido Sukarman to Ghana from September to the end of October
was given by the GC. Prominent among the developments are the St.
Louis Educational Complex, which is reported to be very much
appreciated by the people, the two-storey building meant to accommodate
the brothers in St. Louis community and the so called "Jubilee School"
under construction in Nandom. Details of this report can be found
elsewhere in this issue of IGC, as well as the report on the working
visit to Chile which took place from October 1-16, 2014.
The rest of what the GC shared with the PCN, especially on the working
visit to Malawi from September 1-14, was already published in the
last issue of IGC (ref.: 2014 - No. 5, October).

This was another informative and interesting encounter as it updated
both Councils on relevant matters of common interest. The sharing
was evaluated as very inspiring and friendly.

NEWS FROM PROVINCES

Chile: Orientation Visit

The  four brothers who are currently having their orientation visit in
Chile are busy studying the Spanish language. They have their language
course under the guidance of two teachers of Saint Antonio Education
Center Talca, and at home they are assisted by Bro. Luis Muñoz. They
feel at home under the loving care of their fellow brothers in Chile.
Despite their desire to stay longer, the two African brothers are already
preparing for their departure back to their home provinces. According
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to the immigration regulations of Chile, the maximum stay of a 
Malawian and Ghanaian is only three months, while the stay of an
Indonesian can be extended for another three months. Accordingly,
Bro. Andrew Makocho will be leaving Chile on December 30th and
Bro. Aloysius Porekuu on December 31st, 2014.  In the meantime the
two Indonesian brothers, Robert Koencoro and Agustinus Suparno are
staying on in Chile till the end of March 2015.

Indonesia: Launching of Jubilee Year

We are all aware that in 2015 we will celebrate the 175th anniversary
of the Congregation. The Indonesia Province has officially launched
this significant event in a Eucharistic celebration on November 21st

2014, in all communities or group of communities. The Eucharist was
attended by the brothers and their co-workers. Apart from the Eucharist,
the opening of the jubilee year in Semarang was marked with a social
activity, namely blood donation. Many brothers, teachers and other
co-workers voluntarily gave their blood to those in need via the Red
Cross Organization. The climax of the celebration will be held at the
end of 2015.

In Memoriam

Brother Nicholas Zumanaa FIC

He was born on 28th March, 1954 at Jirapa, Ghana.
By making his religious vows he committed himself
to the Congregation of the Brothers of
Maastricht (FIC) on 2nd October 1978.
He passed away on 29th October 2014 at Wa, Ghana.
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S P E C I A L
B I R T H D A Y S

January 2015

07 Lo Koeleman (75) - Maastricht-Prins Bisschopsingel
25 Yohanes Wiryasumarta (75) - Semarang-Dr.Sutomo

February 2015

10 Yosaphat Sukosuwito (75) - Tumbang Titi
26 Cajetanus Wijarsaatmadja (75) - Semarang-Wisma Bernardus
28 Felicio Gyeyir (50) - Tamale-St Vincent de Paul House
28 Jos Bom (65) - Maastricht-Rooden Leeuw

March 2015

10 Fabian Bezel (50) - Kaleo
13 Wim Luiten (65) - Maastricht-Rooden Leeuw
19 Marianus Sumardiyana Martoseputro (75) - Bara


